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Foreword

The present series of Scripture textbooks for schools

is both welcome and opportune. The books ought to

arouse a more intelligent interest in the minds of the

children in the unspeakable treasures which God
unfolds in His written word to mankind.

It is our fervent hope that through the study of the

books the children will be encouraged to read the

Scriptures themselves. So many people are taught all

about the Scriptures but few are taught to read them.

St. Jerome tells us that to be ignorant of the Scriptures

means to be ignorant of Christ. This point is stressed

by our Holy Father in his recent encyclical letter on
the Bible. His Holiness explains that our Divine Lord
will be better known, more ardently loved and more
faithfully imitated, in as far as men know and meditate

on the sacred Scriptures, and especially the New
Testament.

Scripture lessons should teach children not only

about the Scriptures, not only about the facts of our

Lord's life, but about our Lord Himself. They should

be taught to know our Lord through the reading of

the New Testament. " Everything in the Scripture ",

says St. Paul, " has been divinely inspired, and has its

uses; to instruct us, to expose our errors, to correct

our faults, to educate us in holy living " (2 Tim. 3. 16).

May the devout and frequent reading of the Scrip-

tures inspire us to a greater love of our Blessed Lord.

* BERNARD CARDINAL GRIFFIN
Archbishop of Westminster



Preface

" You need not hang up the ivy-branch over saleable

wine ' seems to be the original phrasing of a proverb

which is better known in its Shakespearian form of:

" Good wine needs no bush." A careful reader of Dr.

Patrick Crean's Short Life ,of Our Lord will scarcely

fail to appreciate the hard work that has gone to its

writing, and the full measure of success that it de-

serves. Dr. Crean has the advantage over some writers

on these vital subjects that he has not only made a pro-

longed study of the Gospels in their historical setting,

but has, in addition, spent many years in teaching

children to know and love our Divine Master, and to

follow with reverence and devotion the record of His
life on earth. He has, in my opinion, produced a book
which, while remaining simple enough for use in class

by quite young children, is likely to be treasured by its

readers long after they have reached school-leaving age.

Naturally enough, it has not been possible to include,

in a book of this size, all the facts and incidents that we
meet with in the Gospels. A reduction had to be made,
partly by way of compression, partly by omitting what-

ever seemed less essential in the presentation of the

Gospel story to children.

The work is the first to be published of the new series

of Scripture Textbooks, primarily intended for use in

Catholic schools, and so arranged that they cover the

work of six or seven normal school years, from the age

of about ii until the age of 17 or 1 8. Our time-

honoured system of Catholic religious teaching lays

stress upon both Scripture and Tradition as the two
sources of divine revelation, and so classes in Holy
Scripture and classes in Christian doctrine or religious

knowledge are both in high repute in all our Catholic

vi



PREFACE vii

schools and colleges. In the present series the scrip-

tural education of Catholic boys and girls receives all

due attention, and this volume will be followed by
others dealing with Old Testament history, a more
detailed study of the Gospels, the Church in the New
Testament, the higher exegesis of the Gospels, and the

Apostolic writings. Later, it may be possible to include

a volume of introduction to Biblical theology.

The series, it should be made clear, is not designed

to prepare a boy or girl for any particular public ex-

amination, and may, in fact, be used quite indepen-

dently of tests of this kind, though, speaking for my-
self, I should have found the series very useful in the

days when I had to prepare young Edmundians for

School and Lower Certificates in Scripture. Rather, as

Fr. Sebastian Bullough, who has been so closely con-

nected with the planning and working out of the series,

has written: " It is designed to prepare for the deep-

ening of the spiritual life of the Christian. " It is not a

crambook replete with facts, but it is a guide to the

meaning and progress of God's revelation to man from
its first beginnings to its full blossoming in the teach-

ing of Christ and His Apostles. If the series can be
this, and can thus be of service to Catholic youth, it

will have entirely fulfilled its purpose.

John M. T. Barton

St. Catherine the Martyr,
West Drayton,

March 2$th, IQ44
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Introduction
Palestine.

We see Palestine today after it has gone through cen-

turies of bad government, oppression, disorder and

neglect. When the British Government took control

of it twenty years ago it was a ruined country, thinly

populated, miserably cultivated; its towns and villages

were for the most part small, badly built, dirty and

insanitary, with few good buildings except some old

churches. And so it still is on the whole, for these

things can be improved only very slowly. But in our

Lord's time it was a thickly populated, well-cultivated,

prosperous country, full of thriving towns, with fine

houses and public buildings, and good roads. In

many places, such as the slopes of Carmel and round

the Sea of Galilee, where only rough grass grows today,

there were corn fields and gardens. Even the rocky

hillsides of Judaea and Samaria were often covered

with vines and olive trees. This was done at the cost

of immense labour: the earth in which the trees grew

had to be brought up from the valleys, and every drop

of water needed had to be carried up by hand. The
Jews and pagans who went about the country then

were a hard-working people, wrell-educated and highly

civilised, and the population was at least three times

what it is today.

Palestine: How it was divided and governed.

At the time of our Lord's birth Palestine was a small

kingdom subject to Rome. Its ruler, Herod, had re-

i



2 INTRODUCTION
ceived in 40 B.C. the title of King from the Romans.

He was called Herod the Great because he made an

outward success of his reign. He encouraged trade

and cultivation and he was a great builder: roads,

harbours, fortresses and palaces were constructed. But

he was a thoroughly bad man and the better Jews

hated him. To please them he began in 18 b.c the

rebuilding of the Temple. Herod was never an inde-

pendent king : he was not allowed, for example, to

keep an army. He could do nothing contrary to the

wishes of the Roman emperor, and he took care to

keep on good terms with the Romans by flattery and

by bribery. After his death in 4 b.c. three of his sons

inherited his kingdom.

1. Archelaus, the first son, received Judaea and

Samaria. When he was dismissed from office in a.d.

6 his district became a Roman province. It was ruled

by a governor who usually lived at Caesarea on the

coast. A company of Roman soldiers was, however,

always kept at the fort close to the Temple at Jerusa-

lem, and the Jews had to pay taxes to Rome.

2. Herod AntipaSy another son, inherited two dis-

tricts, entirely separated from one another, Galilee

in the north and Peraea, along the east side of the

Jordan and the Dead Sea. Galilee, the greenest and

pleasantest part of Palestine, was small—about the

size of an English county. Both Nazareth and Caphar-

naum were situated here. It was in Peraea on the

banks of the Jordan that the baptism of our Lord took

place. Here, too, stood the great fortress of Mac-
haerus where John the Baptist was imprisoned.
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3. Philip, the third son, received a square-shaped

territory north-east of the Sea of Galilee. He improved

both of his towns, Bethsaida and Caesarea Philippi.

Bethsaida was renamed Julias in honour of the em-

peror's family. Caesarea was also a new name—it was

formerly called Paneas. Our Lord visited both capitals,

and the place where He fed the multitude was also in

Philip's land.

Another district, Decapolis, south-east of the Lake

of Galilee, was inhabited mostly by pagans and was not

under Jewish rule. We know that our Lord was at

least once in Decapolis—when He cured the possessed

man who lived among the graves. This miracle took

place probably at Hippos, the city which was nearest

to the lake.

Thus although Palestine was such a small country

—not much bigger than Wales—yet in our Lord's

time there were four separate governments in it and

five separate districts: the Roman province with its

governor (Judaea and Samaria), the two territories of

Herod Antipas (Galilee and Peraea), Philip's province

and the district of Decapolis. Whenever, therefore,

our Lord and His Apostles made a journey of any

length they had to cross one or more " frontiers " with

their frontier guards and officials for collecting taxes.

The laws and regulations were to some extent different

in the various territories, and so also were the lan-

guages and customs.
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Religious Parties among (he Jews: Pharisees^ Scribes

and Sadducees.

About two hundred years before the time of Christ,

heathen customs and ways of life began to spread

among the Jews from the Greek cities with which they

then found themselves surrounded. A number of

devout Jews banded themselves together to deliver

their country from the evils of paganism. They were

a purely religious party and they held that their coun-

trymen should separate themselves from everything

that was not Jewish. Because of this they came to be

called Pharisees—-a word meaning " separated ones
'

—and finally they themselves adopted the name.

They insisted that the Law of Moses should be

kept strictly. Some of them devoted their lives to a

study of the Law and to copying and preserving the

sacred writings. They were called Scribes, and they

became leaders of the Pharisees.

In the beginning, therefore, the Pharisees were

an admirable body who by their timely action saved

the Hebrew faith. They were looked on as model

Israelites, and when any religious difficulty arose that

puzzled the Jews, it was the Pharisees who settled the

matter. In this way they drew up rules for the guidance

of the people. But as years went by, they grew proud

and haughty and came to look on themselves as a

superior class. In the time of our Lord they were

probably at their worst. Making laws had become a

passion with them and religion under their leadership

became a matter of performing a certain number of
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actions. The mountain of rules which the Pharisees

had drawn up so weighed down the people that they

regarded them as more binding than Holy Scripture

itself. God was looked on, not as a loving and merciful

Father, but as a Lawgiver, a Judge, watching sternly

to see that the rules were obeyed. Further, many of

the Pharisees were hypocrites and much of what they

did was for the sake of winning the good opinion of

others.

Our Lord's life and teaching were in direct oppo-

sition to the things the Pharisees most cherished. For

this reason they were His chief enemies and their

bitter hatred was satisfied only by His death.

The Sadducees, a small but powerful party which

had many followers amongst the higher priests, were

opposed to the Pharisees. They were rich and aristo-

cratic, while the followers of the Pharisees were drawn

mostly from the poorer classes. But the important

difference between the parties was religious. The
Sadducees, unlike the Pharisees, did not believe in the

resurrection of the body or in the existence of angels

and spirits, and they were less particular about the

observance of the Law. They did not expect or want a

Messiah, for they were satisfied with things as they

were, and wished for no changes. Hence they re-

garded our Lord as an enemy, and joined with the

Pharisees to destroy Him.

The Expectation of the Messiah.

Many of the prophets had foretold, centuries before

our Lord's birth, that God would send a great De-
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liverer to His people. They described this Person who
was to come under such titles as King, Prophet,

Saviour, Servant of God and Son of God.

They said that he would save his people from their

enemies—especially from their spiritual enemies. They
had declared, too, that he would establish a kingdom

which would last for ever, a kingdom based on good-

ness and justice. They had announced also—particu-

larly Isaias—that the Saviour would suffer and die for

his people and in that way set up his kingdom.

Most devout Jews, therefore, at the time when our

Lord came had a real expectation of this Saviour.

They usually spoke of him as " the anointed ", a word

which in Hebrew is " Messiah ", and in Greek,
" Christos ". It is really only another name for " king ",

because it was the Jewish custom not to crown but to

anoint their kings.

But the Jews just before our Lord's time had not

attended carefully to all the prophecies. They gave

much more attention to those first mentioned above,

about deliverance from enemies, and the foundation

of a new kingdom, and little or no attention to those

about the suffering and death of the Saviour. Even
the prophecies they did heed were often understood

in a worldly sense. They were apt to think of the

Messiah as some great general armed with miraculous

power who would destroy their human enemies,

enable them to conquer the world by force and compel

all nations to obey the Law of Moses.

And so, although our Lord fulfilled all that the

prophets had said, He did not behave as the people
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expected the Messiah to behave—even the Apostles

were shocked when He spoke of His suffering and

death. Some words, which the prophets had used, do

hint that the Messiah would be God Himself, but it

was left to our Lord to reveal this clearly.
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i . The Incarnation

Lk. i: 26-38; Jn. 1: 14.

The story begins in Nazareth, a little village resting in

a hollow amongst the mountains of Galilee. The sur-

rounding country cannot be seen from Nazareth, but

a wonderful view is to be had from a steep hill up

whose slopes the narrow streets rise in terraces. West-

ward lies Mount Carmel, and to the right of it, the

Mediterranean Sea: to the east, the valley of the

Jordan and the long range of the mountains of Gilead,

while to the north the eye travels to snow-capped

Hermon. Between the hills to the south of Nazareth

lies the plain of Esdraelon—the great corn-growing

country.

Of the history of Nazareth little is known—it is not

even mentioned in the Old Testament—but recent

excavations have revealed the remains of ancient

houses, and it was in such a village dwelling that, nearly

two thousand years ago Mary, a young Jewish maiden,

lived, and the mystery of our salvation began. She had

been betrothed to Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth,

member of a noble family which had fallen into ob-

scurity—the royal house of David. There, according

to the Jewish custom, since her betrothal Mary would

have been living in retirement.

The word " incarnation " means " being clothed

with a body of flesh. " The great happenings of which

8
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we are to speak—the Incarnation of the Lord and His

birth from the Virgin—had been long foretold by the

Prophet Isaias: "Behold a virgin shall be with child

and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name
Emmanuel," that is: " God with us." So when in

God's own time He willed the redemption of the human
race, " the angel Gabriel was sent to a city of Galilee

called Nazareth, ... to a virgin whose name was

Mary."

We are not told where or how Gabriel appeared;

of his coming there was no earthly witness except the

holy maiden to whom he came. In St. Luke's Gospel

we learn of the message which he brought to her from

God: " And the angel being come in, said to Mary:

Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art

thou among women." Mary, however, was troubled

when she heard the angel's words and thought within

herself what could be the meaning of this salutation.

The angel then said to her: " Fear not, Mary, for

thou hast found grace with God. . . . And thou shalt

bring forth a son ; and thou shalt call His name Jesus."

But Mary was still troubled and wondered how these

things could be. Then Gabriel answered her and

said: " The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the

power of the Most High shall overshadow thee. And
therefore the Holy (One) that shall be born of thee

shall be called the Son of God." The angel then told

Mary that her cousin Elizabeth, who, with her hus-

band Zachary, had for long years prayed for a child,

would shortly give birth to a son. When Mary heard

these words, and understood that she was to become
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the mother of the Messiah,1 she surrendered herself

with all her heart to God: " Behold/ ' said she, "the

handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me according to

thy word." Then the angel departed from her.

When the angel made his great announcement to

the Blessed Virgin Mary and she agreed to what God
wanted to do, the Incarnation took place, that is, God
the Son became Man. From that moment God the

Son possesses a human as well as a divine nature—He
is both God and Man.
The great wonder of the Incarnation is commemo-

rated on the Feast of the Annunciation. It is recalled

to our minds by the words of St. John in the last

Gospel read at every Mass :
" And the Word was made

flesh and dwelt amongst us." We remember it in the

Creed when we bow our heads and kneel at the words

:

" And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin

Mary and was made Man" And we recall it yet again

three times daily, at the sounding of the Angelus when
the message of the Angel is three times repeated:

" Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;

blessed art thou among women."

2 . The Visitation

Lk. i: 39-56.

After the departure of the angel, Mary's thoughts

turned to her cousin, Elizabeth, about whom she had

heard such great news. And, as the evangelist tells us,

1 See page 5

.
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she rose up and went with haste to a city in the hill

country of Judaea, where was the home of Zachary,

the husband of Elizabeth. Elizabeth was shortly to

become the mother of John the Baptist, the forerunner

or herald of our Lord, and there is an early tradition

that a picturesque little town in the Judaean hills,

about eight miles from Jerusalem, called Ain Karem,

was his birthplace. Here then came Mary, to greet

and congratulate her cousin. But Elizabeth—so the

Gospel tells us—was filled with the Holy Ghost when
she heard Mary's salutation, and she knew that before

her stood she who was to become the mother of the

Messiah. Greeting Mary with wonder and joy and

reverence, she cried aloud and said: " Blessed art

thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy

womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of

my Lord should come to me ?
' Again she said, " And

blessed art thou that hast believed, because those

things shall be accomplished that were spoken to thee

by the Lord." Then Mary in reply expressed her joy

and thankfulness to God, for His bounty to her and

His mercy to all mankind, in the words of the hymn
known as the Magnificat, which begins:

My soul doth magnify the Lord.

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 1

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months,

and then returned to her home at Nazareth.

1 The whole of the Magnificat is always included in the evening service

called Vespers.
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3 . Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem
Lk. 2: i~20.

Shortly before the birth of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

had to make the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

The Emperor Augustus had ordered a census to be

taken of all the countries then under the Roman rule.

Palestine was included in this order. Persons were

registered according to families, and everyone had to

be enrolled at the place from which his family origin-

ally sprang. Joseph was a descendant of David, the

former king of Israel, and he was therefore obliged to

go to Bethlehem, the little city in the land of Judaea,

where David was born.

The journey from Nazareth would have taken about

three days, and as is the custom among the country

folk today when travelling on foot, a donkey would

probably be taken, on which one of the travellers would

ride, and the necessary baggage be carried. Many
other people must have been going in the same direc-

tion and for the same purpose, for St. Luke tells us that

when Mary and Joseph reached Bethlehem they found

the city so crowded with people that there was no room

for them in the inn. They therefore took refuge in a

cave which was used as a shelter for animals. There

our Lord was born ; and there, after she had wrapped

Him in a baby's swaddling clothes, His mother laid

Him in the manger.

Bethlehem is built high up in the limestone hills of

Judaea, and these hills are full of natural caves. Many
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old houses are built over and around them, and they

are still to be seen in use today as stables for the

animals. In most of them a rough trough or manger

is cut in the rock, from which the beasts are fed.

The cave where Jesus Christ was born has been

pointed out by tradition and venerated since early

times. At the beginning of the fourth century the

Emperor Constantine the Great—who had lately be-

come a Christian—-caused a magnificent church to be

built over the cave, and this, remaining still in use, is

the oldest standing church in Christendom.

The pilgrim of today enters the church by a door

so low that anyone but a little child must bow the head,

and passing up the nave with its double row of red

marble pillars, descends, in the darkness, by a flight of

steps, and so enters the holy grotto. It is a small cave,

about fourteen yards long and four yards wide. Today
its walls are clothed with tapestry, but pushing this

aside, the rough, smoke-blackened sides of the cave are

seen. The only light comes from the dim glow of

numerous little lamps. On the worn limestone floor is

a large silver star with a Latin inscription which says

:

Here of the Virgin Mary Jesus Christ was born.

Out on the wild hills near Bethlehem were the

shepherds, watching and keeping guard over their

flocks by night. Suddenly " an angel of the Lord stood

before them, and the brightness of God shone round

about them; and they feared with a great fear." But

the angel said to them: ' Fear not, for behold I bring

you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the
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people. For this day is born to you a Saviour who is

Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall

be a sign to you: You shall find the infant wrapped in

swaddling clothes and laid in a manger." Then, as if

they had been waiting for the great announcement to

be made '

' suddenly there was with the angel a multi-

tude of the heavenly army, praising God and saying:

Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to

men of goodwill."

The hymn ceased; the glory faded; the angels

returned to heaven; the shepherds were alone with

their flocks. Then said they one to the other: " Let

us go over to Bethlehem and let us see this word that

is come to pass, which the Lord hath showed to us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph,

and the Infant lying in the manger." Seeing this, the

shepherds understood; and they returned to their

fields, glorifying and praising God for all they had

heard and seen concerning the Child, as it wras told

them by the angel.

Thus, in a lowly manner, was the great King, our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, first shown to the

world.

On Christmas Day we celebrate the Birthday of

Jesus Christ. We know that, as the Eternal God, He
has no beginning or ending. But as a human being,

His life began in Bethlehem on Christmas Day. Born

as a helpless baby, and growing through boyhood into

manhood, He lived the life of an ordinary man of His

time and country for about thirty-three years. We
must not make the mistake of looking on Jesus Christ
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as a mysterious being who was half-God and half-Man.

He was Perfect God and also Perfect Man, completely

God, and completely Man, not a mixture of the two.

As we study His life we shall see that He never used

His divine power on any occasion of danger or diffi-

culty or suffering in which, as a human being, He
found Himself. Only in the working of miracles of

mercy and help for others was the power of His

divinity shown. As He was a perfect human being, He
had a perfect body. But for the rest there was no form

of human weakness, suffering and sorrow, fear and

loneliness, which He did not feel; and He willed that

it should be so for our comfort. He was tempted by

Satan, though never by any internal tendency to sin,

and was in all things just as we are, but without sin.

And there was more: being perfect He had a perfect

brain and all ordinary human powers to the highest

degree, so He must have felt joy and sorrow, well-

being and suffering more keenly than we do.

4. The Circumcision and Naming of the

Holy Child, and His Presentation in

the Temple * '-./*
Lk. 2: 21-38.

Under the Jewish law there were certain ceremonies

which the parents of newly-born children had to per-

form. In the case of a little boy the first of these was

the ceremony of Circumcision, which took place on
1 A short description of the Temple is given on page 225.



1 6 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
the eighth day after birth. This was an ancient rite

which Abraham was ordered to perform as a sign of

the covenant or pledge given him by God, that his

descendants, the Jewish race, were to be God's chosen

people. Among the Jews there was no rite of Baptism

—that was for Christian times. But on the day of

circumcision the naming of the child took place, as is

the case with us on the day of Baptism. So on the

eighth day after He was born, our Lord was given the

name of Jesus, which means Saviour, as had been fore-

told to His mother by the angel Gabriel. In the Church

we celebrate this event on January ist, Feast of the

Circumcision. Until some time in the eighteenth

century, it was also called the Feast of the Holy Name
of Jesus, commemoration of which is now made on the

first Sunday in January.

Another ceremony took place later, when our Lord

was six weeks old. Mary and Joseph carried Him to

Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord, as was the

custom amongst the Jews with every first-born son.

For this purpose they had to go to the Temple, where

also, according to Jewish law, His mother had to make
an offering of a pair of white turtle-doves or two young

pigeons. These ceremonies are commemorated in the

Church on February 2nd, the Feast of the Purification,

or Candlemas Day, when candles are blessed and

carried in procession in honour of the Holy Child who
was born to be the Light of the world.

There was dwelling in Jerusalem at that time a holy

old man called Simeon, who lived on in the hope that

he might see the Messiah. He was a just man and
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devout, and he had received a promise from God that

he would not die until he had seen Christ, the Lord.

Guided by the Holy Ghost to come to the Temple on

the day when Jesus was brought there, he took the

Holy Child in his arms, and blessed and gave thanks

to God in the words of the hymn which begins

:

Now dost thou dismiss Thy servant, O Lord,

according to Thy word, in peace:

Because my eyes have seen Thy salvation.

Mary and Joseph wondered greatly at all the things

that were spoken concerning the Child. Then Simeon

blessed them; but foreseeing the terrible sadness which

Mary would have to endure, he said to her that through

her soul a sword of sorrow would pierce. There was

also dwelling near the Temple an aged woman called

Anna. She was a prophetess and spent her time in the

Temple worshipping God by prayer and fasting. She

also bore witness that here was the Messiah, and she

spoke of Him to all those who looked for the redemp-

tion of Israel.

5 . The Epiphany : Coming of the Wise

Men and the Flight into Egypt :

The Holy Innocents

Matt. 2: 1— 18.

The word Epiphany means a " showing forth " or

manifestation. On January 6th the Church celebrates

the manifestation of the Holy Child Jesus to certain
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wise men who had come from the East to seek Him.
In the reckoning of the Jews of those days the peoples

of the world were divided into two classes—the Jews
themselves, the descendants of Abraham, who were

the chosen people of God, and all the rest, not of

Jewish race, who were called " the nations " or the

" Gentiles. " It was to Abraham that the promise of

the Messiah was given, and the proud Jews came to

think that His coming was only for them. But God's

mercy knows no limit, and the showing forth of the

infant Christ to the wise men of the Gentiles, was to

prove that all nations of the world are included in

God's love. That the Saviour was to be for the redemp-

tion of the whole world was many times foretold in the

Old Testament. In Isaias we read: "Behold I have

given thee to be the light of the Gentiles, that thou

mayest be my salvation to the farthest part of the

earth."

In the Gospel we are told very little about the wise

men: it is not stated who they were nor what they

were, nor which was their country. We do not know
the number who came, but tradition has always held

that they were three. They were learned men, knowing

the science of the stars, the astronomers, perhaps, of

those days, and they were rich, for they brought royal

gifts. They journeyed from the East, and as they knew
that the Child they sought was to be King of the Jews,

it seems likely that they came from Chaldea, a centre

of learning at that time, and the early home of Abraham.

Here there were many Jews from whom the Wise Men
might have heard the prophecies concerning the
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Messiah, In> their journeying of many weeks they must

have passed over the great river Euphrates, and crossed

miles and miles of desert land. We may safely picture

them riding on richly harnessed camels, the only mode
of long-distance travel for the well-to-do in those days.

A new star had gone before them into Judaea. In their

wisdom—taught by God—they knew it to be the sign

of the birth of the Infant King. When they had reached

His country, they went where they would expect to

find the King of the Jews—to Jerusalem; and there-

upon the star was hidden from their sight.

Arrived in the city they made the enquiry: " Where
is He that is born King of the Jews ? For we have seen

His star in the East and we are come to adore Him. n

The arrival of the Wise Men caused a stir in Jerusalem,

where Herod,1 an evil king, was ruling under the

Roman authority. Hearing of their enquiry, and fear-

ing a rival to his throne, he called the chief priests and

scribes together, and asked them where Christ should

be born. Receiving the reply, " In Bethlehem of

Juda," he called the Wise Men and sent them to

Bethlehem to make a careful search. Then with cun-

ning intent he told them when they had found the

Child to return to Jerusalem to bring him word,

that he also might go to adore Him. When they had

heard the king, they went their way; and the star

which they had seen in the East again went before

them, until it stood over the place where the Child

was. Then, as the Gospel tells us, when they saw the

star, " they rejoiced with exceeding great joy."

1 Herod the Great. See page i.
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The Wise Men followed a star; but it was the light

of Faith that led them; God showed them the star for

a sign. And what faith they had! Coming the long-

wearisome journey from a far-off country; bringing

their treasures and seeking for a king. What did they

find at their journey's end ? Not what they expected,

we may be sure, for they must have thought to see a

king's palace and all the trappings of royalty. Instead,

they found a little Child, dressed, not in rich robes, but

poor clothing, a stable cave His palace; His throne

His mother's knee. Yet they knew that their search

was ended; their faith told them they had found the

King they sought, and their souls were content. Fall-

ing down on the rough ground they adored Him, and

opening their treasure, offered Him the royal gifts:

gold and frankincense and myrrh.

By this lovely story we may see that no matter who

we are, or what the road of life by which we travel,

if we walk faithfully in the light God gives us, then,

like the Wise Men, in the end, to Christ we shall

come.

The Wise Men did not return to Herod; having

been warned by God in a dream, they departed to their

own country by another way.

The Holy Child was now in great danger from the

anger and jealousy of Herod, and after the departure

of the Wise Men, an angel of the Lord appeared to

Joseph in sleep and told him to arise and take the Child

and His mother and fly into Egypt. " For," said the

angel: " Herod will seek the Child to destroy Him."

Then Joseph arose in haste and took the Child and His
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mother by night and went into Egypt, and they were

there until the death of Herod.

Meanwhile the cruel Herod, finding he had been

tricked by the Wise Men, became exceedingly angry,

and thinking to destroy every possible rival to his

throne, committed the horrible crime of ordering that

all the male children in Bethlehem up to the age of two

years, should be put to death. Although these little

children were not aware for whose sake their lives were

given, the Church has always honoured them as

martyrs, calling them the Holy Innocents. Their

pitiful sacrifice is commemorated on December 28th,

Myrrh^ Frankincense:

These fragrant perfumes were of great antiquity and were

prized as highly as the precious metals, gold and silver.

Myrrh, probably the earliest scented gum of which we have

record, was extracted from the balsam tree.

Frankincense was collected from the olibanum tree. A great

traffic in this incense was carried on with Arabia by the people

of Egypt and Phoenicia. Wall carvings in Egypt of about 1600

B.C. show a ship laden with frankincense.

6. The Return from Egypt: Finding

in the Temple
Matt. 2: 19-23; Lk. 2: 39-52.

It is unlikely that the Holy Family remained long in

Egypt. After the death of Herod, the angel of the

Lord appeared again to Joseph in sleep, and told him

to take the Child and His Mother and return to the
B
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land of Israel. When they reached that country and

heard that Archelaus, Herod's son, reigned in Judaea

in his father's stead, Joseph, the loving protector and

guardian, was afraid to go there. Being warned once

more by the angel in sleep, he went northwards to

Galilee. Retracing perhaps the very road along which

he had travelled with Mary before the birth of Jesus,

Joseph led the Mother and Child back to Nazareth,

which was Mary's home, and from which they had

come to Bethlehem, In this little town our Lord was

to live for so many years that in course of time He be-

came known as Jesus of Nazareth.

The great silence which now falls over the child-

hood of Jesus is broken only once. The Gospel relates

that when He reached the age of twelve He went with

His parents to Jerusalem to celebrate the Pasch. This

was a great festival held each year in the spring, during

which every Jewish family offered a sacrifice in the

Temple. Once before Jesus had been to Jerusalem but

only as a babe in arms. Now He was of an age to take

part in the Temple ceremonies, and to enjoy the long

journey from Nazareth with His fellow pilgrims as

they sang their psalms and played their flutes along

the way. For all travellers to Jerusalem the Temple

was the goal. Nearing the city they could see it rising

above the great walls, a mass of snowy marble rising

terrace upon terrace. Only in the Temple at Jerusalem

could sacrifice be offered : the synagogues in the towns

and villages were not churches in our sense of the

word. They were meeting-places and schools where

the Jewish Law was taught by the Rabbis.
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When the pilgrims had completed the days of their

attendance in the Temple they set out on their return

to Nazareth. Jesus, unknown to His parents, remained

behind. He was not missed until the halt at the end

of the first day's journey. His parents supposed He
was with another section of the party, relatives per-

haps, or boys of His own age. Great was their distress

when no trace of Him could be found. Returning to

Jerusalem anxious and afraid, they enquired for Him
amongst the vast crowds that had assembled for the

Pasch, but it was not until the third day that they dis-

covered Him. He was found in the Temple, amongst

the audience sitting on the ground surrounding the

learned Doctors of the Law, who, when the Feast was

over, gave instruction there. Those who attended

these lectures were allowed to ask questions, and all

who heard the Child Jesus were amazed at His wisdom

and understanding. His parents joined the group, and

His mother in her sorrow and relief said to Him:
" Son, why hast Thou done so to us? Behold Thy
father and I have sought Thee sorrowing/' But He
said to them: " How is it that you sought Me? Did

you not know that I must be in My Father's house ?

'

Even His parents did not understand what He meant,

but St. Luke tells us that His mother kept all these

words in her heart. They are the first and only words

recorded for us by the Evangelist as spoken by Jesus

during His boyhood and manhood of thirty years, and

they have a deep meaning and importance. For by

these words Jesus reveals Himself to be the Son of

God.
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7 . The Life at Nazareth
Lk. 2: 40, 51, 52.

The Child returned to Nazareth with His parents and

there in the quiet little town we lose sight of Him for

eighteen years. All that we know about His boyhood

is what St. Luke tells us: that He was subject to His

parents and that He " advanced in wisdom and age

and grace with God and men." It is usual to refer to

these years over which, as it were, a veil has been

drawn, as the Hidden Life. Not that He lived a secret

mysterious life apart from the other inhabitants of

Nazareth, but that, according to our human ideas,

during all this time He did nothing remarkable,

nothing to bring Him before the public eye. He did

not, for example, work a miracle or engage in public

teaching* When in later years He was working

miracles and preaching in the synagogues of Galilee,

where vast crowds flocked to hear His teaching, the

village people could scarcely believe it. In surprise

they said to one another: " Is not this the carpenter,

the Son of Mary? " Although for thirty years of His

youth and manhood He had lived in their midst they

had not known that it was the Son of God who had

made His home amongst them, so simple and ordinary

had His life been.

It is reasonable then to think that our Lord followed

the ordinary village life. As a child of the age of six

He would have gone to the village school under the

Rabbis. There He would have learned to read, and



A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD 25

the parchment roll on which were written selections

from the Scriptures would have been His first reading

book. His early recitations and poems would have

been the sacred psalms. From about ten years of age

to fifteen He would have studied the Jewish Law. We
do know from His conversation with the doctors in

the Temple that He understood the Law and could

ask questions that surprised these scholars of wide and

long experience.

In the games and recreation of the Nazareth children

He would no doubt have joined. Ball games, running

games, practising with the sling, and a kind of marbles,

were popular in the time of our Lord. We may per-

haps think of Him climbing to the summit of the high

hills round Nazareth, and gazing, with an understand-

ing unknown to His comrades, over the plain of

Esdraelon, so rich in memories of Old Testament

scenes, and across the Mediterranean to the land of

the Gentiles.

Then there was the daily work to do, and we may
conclude that He helped His foster-father, Joseph, the

carpenter. As the method of working and style of

dwelling has hardly altered since those days, we may
picture Him with Joseph working in a little shop

which opened without door or windows on the narrow

cobbled street of Nazareth. One might have stood in

the little street and watched them at their work. Many
years of His life must have been spent in this way.

For the rest He must have taken part with His friends

and acquaintances in the ordinary life of this small

and unimportant village.
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It is probable that some time during the life at

Nazareth Joseph died. He is mentioned almost for

the last time by the Evangelists in the account of the

finding of Jesus in the Temple. It is generally assumed

that Jesus and Mary were beside him at the end; for

this reason St. Joseph has become the patron of a happy

death.

At the close of this period of our Lord's life only

three years were left to Him—three short years filled

with the tremendous events of His preaching, His

miracles and His Passion. Thus the life of Christ is

divided into very unequal periods: thirty years of a life

spent in quiet and obscurity, and three years of public

ministry. Such a division may seem to us uneven. Yet

the way in which He passed His youth and early man-

hood—seeming to do nothing of importance—is the

one perfect example of a life fulfilling the will of God.

This we know for certain because at the end of the

long period of seeming inaction, before a single act

of His public mission is recorded, the Voice of the

Father, from Heaven, at His Baptism, proclaimed

Him " My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

"

Here there is much food for thought and much to

learn. Being God, our Lord could have chosen for

Himself any kind of life He pleased. What was His

choice? The simple everyday life of an ordinary man
of His time and country, with no opportunities for

doing anything great from the point of view of the

world. Yet in that life He perfectly fulfilled the will

of His Father in Heaven. Why did He choose this?

Because it is the sort of life that most of us have to
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lead, humdrum lives with few opportunities for great-

ness. Doing the will of God, then, does not mean that

we have to do great or clever things. We can achieve

greatness in God's eyes by doing the little acts of our

ordinary everyday lives for His sake. It is not so much
what we do, but why we do it, that counts. We cannot

of course have this thought of pleasing God always

uppermost in our minds : what is necessary is that we
should have the inward desire that God's will may be

done by us. In this way the life that may seem unevent-

ful and ordinary—the kind of life that most of us have

to live—may be blessed and happy in His service.

8. John the Baptist

Matt. 3: 1-12; Mk. 1: 1-8; Lk. 1: 5-25;

57-80; 3: 1-18.

It will be recalled that when the angel Gabriel an-

nounced to Mary that she was to become the Mother

of the Saviour he also foretold that her cousin Elizabeth

would give birth to a son. This child was born after

Mary had returned to Nazareth from her visit to Eliza-

beth, and he grew up to be known as the prophet John
the Baptist.

Even before his birth it had been made plain that

John was to be no ordinary person. Elizabeth's hus-

band, Zachary, a priest of the Temple, was taking his

turn in offering incense at the altar in the Holy Place

when the angel Gabriel appeared to him. Zachary was

troubled and afraid but he was told not to fear. His
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prayers had been heard and his wife, the angel said,

would give birth to a son who was to be called John,

and many would rejoice at his birth. He would be

great before God and would be filled with the Holy
Ghost. His special work would be to prepare the

people for the coming of the Lord. The coming of

John the Baptist to announce the advent of the Messiah,

had been foretold by Isaias: " A voice of one crying

in the wilderness; Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and

make straight His paths . . . and all flesh shall see

the salvation of God." But Zachary told the angel he

could scarcely believe so great a joy was to come to his

childless home. Long had he and his wife prayed for a

child and now they were advanced in years. The angel,

seeing the doubt in Zachary's mind, said that he was

Gabriel who stood before God, and that he had been sent

with the good tidings. As Zachary had not believed

his word, he would be dumb until the child came.

In due course Elizabeth's son was born. When the

time came for his circumcision and his name had to be

chosen, relatives pressed that he should be called

Zachary after his father. Elizabeth refused, saying

that his name was John, and Zachary was then con-

sulted. Being dumb he wrote on a wooden tablet

covered with wax:
<6

John is his name." At that

moment Zachary's speech was restored and in a hymn
of praise he prophesied the salvation of the world.

He spoke first of the saviour who was to be born of

the house of David, and then foretold how his own
child would be a prophet of the Most High and would

prepare men for the coming of the Messiah.
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Until the day when he began his preaching, John

led the life of a hermit in the desert, near the river

Jordan—a life of solitude, prayer, and fasting. His

food was locusts and wild honey. These " locusts
'

are not insects, but a large bean, the fruit of the karob,

or locust tree, which grows everywhere on the stony

ground of Palestine. The beans are still used for food

by the country people to-day, both for themselves and

their animals. He was clothed in a garment woven of

camel hair with a leather girdle round his waist. In

such garments former prophets had made their appear-

ance: indeed when John began to preach people

wondered if he were Elias, the prophet, returning from

Heaven. Through the country round the Jordan his

voice resounded urging his hearers to repent, for the

Messiah so long expected was coming, and the King-

dom of Heaven was at hand. John summoned the

people to be baptised, that is, bathed in the river

Jordan, and there to confess their sins. This was to be

a public sign of sorrow for sin, the washing of the body

being a token of what repentance did for the soul. It

was not the Sacrament of Baptism that John ad-

ministered—none of the Sacraments had as yet been

instituted.

News of the prophet travelled far and wide. From
the Jordan Valley, from the countryside of Judaea,

even from the Holy City itself, multitudes thronged

to hear him. Seeing that many of the Pharisees and

Sadducees * came to be baptised, he condemned them

for having misled the people by their teaching. The
1 Religious parties amongst the Jews. See pages 4-5.
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Jews had been given a false expectation of what the

Messiah was to do for them. What they looked for

was a great king who would conquer their enemies.

They had lost their independence and were now sub-

ject to Rome. Their king, David, had once been a

mighty force in the land, arid from his descendants

would again come a king who would be the Messiah.

They would be his servants and under his all-powerful

guidance they would be delivered from those who now
oppressed them. Thus they were waiting for a Messiah

who would restore their ancient worldly glory. John
knew the false teaching of the religious leaders and he

vigorously denounced them. He likened them to a

brood of vipers whose poison was destroying the

people. Nor could they hope to escape the wrath to

come by saying they were the children of Abraham.

For, he declared, " Now the axe is already laid to the

root of the trees. Every tree therefore that bringeth

not forth good fruit, shall be cut down and cast into

the fire/' The Messiah was at hand; the time for

repentance had come.

9* Jesus is baptised and proclaimed to

be the Son of God
Matt. 3: 13—17; Mk. 1: 9-1 1; Lk. 3: 21-22.

Amongst those who came from Galilee to be baptised

by John was Jesus Himself. We are not told whether

in the thirty years that had passed since their birth

John and Christ had ever met until now on the banks
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of the Jordan. The place of baptism, according to a

tradition dating back to the beginning of the fourth

century, was a spot on the western bank of the river

about four miles north of the Dead Sea. Although John
did not know Jesus, he realised that this was no sinner,

and that baptism was not for such a one. So he said:

** It is I who ought to be baptised by Thee and comest

Thou to me? " But Jesus answering said: " Suffer it

to be so now. For so it becometh us to fulfil all justice."

The Baptist obeyed, and when all the people had been

baptised, Jesus also was baptised by John in the Jordan.

Then Jesus coming forth out of the water, and praying,

saw the heavens opened and the Spirit of God descend-

ing in the form of a dove and remaining upon Him.
And there came a voice from heaven saying: " This

is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." It

has been suggested that this is the first occasion, in

the Gospels, when the mystery of the Blessed Trinity

was revealed: the Father in the voice from heaven;

the Holy Ghost appearing like a dove; and the Son

present in the Person of Jesus.

With the baptism of Jesus the ministry of John

reached its climax and Jesus was on the threshold of

His public mission. The type of Christian Baptism

had been clearly foreshadowed. Indeed it is held by

. many that this Sacrament was instituted at the Baptism

of Christ.
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10. The Temptation
Matt. 4: 1— 1 1 ; Mk. 1: 12-13; Lk. 4: 1-13.

Immediately after His baptism Jesus returned from

the Jordan. He withdrew into a lonely, arid range of

mountains called the Wilderness of Judaea, which

overlooks the plain of the Jordan. One of the peaks is

known as the Hill of Temptation or Jebel Qarantal

(Mount of the Forty Days). It has been held by

tradition to be the desert place where Jesus was

tempted. The caves with which the mountains are

honeycombed, were for long the homes of hermits,

who, in imitation of our Lord, there led lives of penance

and self-denial. The Gospels say that Jesus was urged

to seek this bleak mountain-side by the Spirit, and that

He remained there for forty days and nights in prayer

and fasting.

It was after this long vigil, when He was weakened

by hunger, that the devil tried to tempt Jesus. He had

no doubt watched Him during the thirty years of His

life at Nazareth, and must have noticed that our Lord

was entirely given up to doing the will of God. The
devil would be puzzled and perhaps afraid that his own
kingdom of evil was in danger. He would probably

suspect that this was the Messiah about whom the

prophets had spoken and he would wish to find out

something more about Him—amongst other things

whether he could tempt Him. But he certainly did

not know that Jesus was God or he would not have

been so foolish as to tempt Him. So he made a des-
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perate effort to lead Jesus from His perfect life just as

He was about to begin His public mission. Our Lord

possessed divine power, and He used it for performing

acts of mercy in order to bring men's hearts to God.

Satan tried to make Him use His power for a different

purpose.

The first attempt was made, when our Lord was

hungry and wearied after His long fast: " If Thou
be the Son of God," tempted Satan, " command that

these stones be made bread." But it was to assist others

that Jesus used His gift of divine power. He never

worked a miracle to help Himself. So He replied to

the tempter, quoting from the Scripture: " It is

written, that man liveth not by bread alone, but by

every word of God." These words recall to us that the

things of the spirit are more important than bodily

needs.

Then the devil took Jesus to a high place in Jerusa-

lem called the Pinnacle of the Temple. " If Thou
be the Son of God," he urged, " cast Thyself down,

for it is written that He hath given His angels charge

over Thee and in their hands shall they bear Thee

up, lest perhaps Thou dash Thy foot against a stone."

To descend in this manner from a great height, with-

out harm, in the presence of the crowds of people

who thronged the Temple area, would have called forth

wonder and admiration from the onlookers. Jesus

would perhaps have been hailed by the multitudes as

the long-expected Messiah. Refusing to yield, our

Lord again quoted the Scripture in His answer: " Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." We should not
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deliberately place ourselves in danger and expect God
to work a miracle to save us.

Satan tried a third time. On the two previous

occasions, Jesus had quoted the Scriptures in His

reply. So Satan may perhaps have thought that, al-

though He was a man of sinless life and learned in the

holy writings, He may yet have been without extra-

ordinary power. If such were the case perhaps He
might accept the gift of power from him, and then

gain His kingdom without further trouble. So he took

Jesus up on a very high mountain and showed Him in

a vision " all the kingdoms of the world and the glory

of them," saying: " All these will I give Thee, if

falling down Thou wilt adore me." Our Lord's reply

finally routed the evil one: " Begone, Satan, for it is

written: The Lord thy God shalt thou adore, and Him
only shalt thou serve." Then the devil left Him and

angels came to comfort and strengthen Him.
Our Lord, we know, was sinless, but He allowed

Himself to be tempted by the devil in order that He
might share in all the trials to which we are subject.

It was His will that He should be an ordinary man
just like ourselves, and He suffered all our human
trials and distresses to give us courage and comfort.

At times, all through His life, He must have been

vexed and troubled by the devil, who no doubt tried

up to the end to overcome Him. After describing the

three Temptations in the desert, St. Luke says: " Then
the devil left Him for a time

"
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1 1 . Witness of John the Baptist : The
Calling of the first Disciples

Jn. 1: 19-49.

The religious leaders of the Jews had become dis-

turbed by the activities of John. He was calling on

people to come and be baptised. It was an entirely

new thing for Jews to be baptised or bathed as a sign

of repentance. This was a ceremony which only pagans

were required to undergo if they wished to become

Jews. Further, John spoke in such an exact and cer-

tain way about the coming of the Messiah. He urged

his listeners to " repent for the kingdom of heaven was

at hand." So the Jewish leaders sent representatives

to see him and make enquiries. They found him at

Bethania beyond the Jordan, but got little satisfaction

from their visit. In answer to their questions he

replied that he was not the Christ nor Elias, and when
they pressed him further he quoted the prophet Isaias,

saying: " I am the voice of one crying in the wilder-

ness, make straight the way of the Lord." They said

to him: " Why then dost thou baptise if thou be not

Christ, nor Elias?" John answered them saying:

"There cometh after me one mightier than I, whose

shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I

have baptised you with water, but He shall baptise you

with the Holy Ghost."

On the following day John saw Jesus coming to him

along the river bank, and recognizing Him as the One
on whom the Holy Spirit had descended at His
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baptism, he cried out and said: " Behold the Lamb of

God: behold Him who taketh away the sin of the

world/' Then to bear witness, John said: " I saw the

Spirit coming down as a dove from heaven, and He
remained upon Him . . . and I gave testimony that

this is the Son of God."

Again the next day, Jesus came where John was

standing with two of His disciples. And seeing Him
John again said: "Behold the Lamb of God." The
two disciples heard him speak; and being perhaps

struck by his use of the same words, they left John and

followed Jesus. As they drew near, Jesus turned, and

seeing them following Him, asked them: " What
seek you?' They said to Him: "Master, where

dwellest Thou? 1

Jesus replied: "Come and see."

So they went with Jesus and saw where He dwelt.

They stayed with Him that day, and were convinced

that He was really the Messiah.

One of the two disciples, whose name was Andrew,

was brother to Simon. After being with Jesus, Andrew
set out at once to Simon, and said to him: " We have

found the Messiah." Then the two brothers went to-

gether to where Jesus was. Seeing Simon coming to

Him, Jesus gazed at him and said: " Thou art Simon,

son of Jona: thou shalt be called Rock " (that is Peter
,

for the word Peter means Rock and was not a personal

name). Later Simon learned why Jesus had changed

his name.

On the following day, as Jesus was going into Galilee,

He found Philip, who came from Bethsaida, a city on

the lakeside, the home also of Andrew and Peter, and
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He called to him, saying " Follow Me." Philip

brought the news to his friend Nathanael of Cana.

Whilst Philip was trustful and ready to believe, Na-

thanael was cautious and harder to convince. So when
he heard Philip's enthusiastic message that he had

found the Messiah—Jesus of Nazareth—he was not

carried away. His native village of Cana lay only five

miles from Nazareth, and he had no great opinion of

the people from Nazareth. So he said to Philip: " Can
anything of good come from Nazareth ?" Philip

replied: " Come and see." As he approached, Jesus

said to him: " Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom
there is no guile." Thus Nathanael, who had come to

weigh up the Nazarene, found instead that he himself

was being judged. With some sharpness he asked:
" Whence knowest Thou me?" But Jesus knowing

Nathanael's heart, replied: " Before Philip called thee,

when thou wast under the fig tree I saw thee." Na-

thanael was overcome and humbled. Jesus, who had

first read his heart had also the power to see what was

out of view. He realized in whose presence he stood.

" Master," he cried: " Thou art the Son of God,

Thou art the king of Israel."

12. The Wedding Feast in Cana

Jn. 2: 1—II.

The first act of our Lord's public life as recorded in the

Gospel was a miracle. He was invited with His dis-

1 ciples to a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee, the home
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of Nathanael, one of the first disciples. The mother of

Jesus was also at the feast.

Our Lord's attendance at a wedding feast shows

the importance that He attached to the marriage bond.

It is also interesting to note that His first miracle was

not one of healing, but a simple act of kindness done

to help His friends out of a difficulty.

During the festivities the wine ran short and Mary,

noticing this, spoke to her Son saying:- " They have

no wine." The answer she received seems at first

sight almost a curt refusal: "Woman, what is that

to thee and to Me? My hour is not yet come." But

in the languages of the East the title " woman "

is a term of respect, and the rest of the phrase:

" What is that to thee and to Me," was simply a

way of saying: " Leave Me alone—don't worry Me."
Mary, knowing well that He would help, said to

the attendants: "Whatsoever He shall say to you,

do ye."

Then Jesus, pointing to the six large stone jars that

stood by, commanded that they should be filled with

water up to the brim. When this had been done, He
ordered the attendants to draw some liquid from the

jars and carry it to the chief steward—one of the bride-

groom's friends who was in charge of the wedding

feast. When the liquid was poured out, it was found

that the water had been changed into wine. The chief

steward tasted it and was filled with astonishment, not

knowing from whence the wine had come. Thus at

the simple request of His mother Jesus performed His

first miracle. It it iust because of this power of plead-
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ing with her Son that we make so many requests to our

Lady.

St. John, who tells the story, says that by this be-

ginning of His miracles, our Lord manifested His

glory and power, and that His disciples believed in

Him.

1 3 . The Cleansing of the Temple
Matt. 21: 12-13; Mk. 11: 1 5—1 7 ; Lk. 19: 45-46;

Jn. 2: 13-22.

It was now springtime,1 and the pilgrims were com-

ing to the Temple for the first of the three great

annual festivals, the Pasch. The feast was held every

spring and from all quarters devout Jews thronged to

Jerusalem—from Egypt, Asia Minor and Italy. The
normal population of the Holy City, about a quarter

of a million, was now greatly swollen. During the

great feast each family sacrificed a lamb at the Temple.

Other victims, too, bulls, calves, and even doves were

offered there by pious Jews.

It was convenient to purchase victims for the

sacrifice in Jerusalem itself, and in the great courtyard

the animals were offered for sale. Thus a great trade

had sprung up and the courtyard had become just a

thriving market-place. Here downright cheating was

practised. It is said that on one occasion the price of

a pair of pigeons was run up to the equal of fifteen

1 We are not sure of the date of the year. All that can be said with
certainty is that the events from our Lord's baptism to His crucifixion

took place some time between 28 a.d. and 35 a.d.
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shillings and threepence in our money, but before

night, as the result of a protest, it was brought down to

twopence. Here, too, money changers gave Hebrew
money in exchange for foreign money and made a

profit in so doing. Here was heard the chink of money,

the bargaining over prices, the noise of the jostling

crowds, and the sound of animals—it was on this

scene of clamour and confusion that the eyes of Jesus

rested when, in common with other pilgrims, He
entered the Temple to celebrate the festival. He was

grieved and angered at seeing the sacred enclosure so

profaned. Making a whip of some cords that lay to

His hand He advanced towards the crowds and drove

them all out of the Temple. The tables of the money
changers were overturned and their piles of money
scattered: sheep and oxen were turned out and the

vast courtyard was cleared. The dove sellers, whose

birds were the offerings of the poor, He rebuked less

sternly saying: " Take these things hence, and make
not the house of my Father a house of traffic."

The officials of the Temple looked on in anger.

There would be a loss on the day's profits and their

authority as masters of the Temple had been set at

nought. Yet when they came to face Him they made
no protest, but asked Jesus for a sign which would

prove that He had the right to act in this way. He
replied: "Destroy this Temple and in three days I

will build it up." The Jews thought that the words

were a mad boast. It was forty-six years since the re-

building of the Temple had been begun. How then

could one man build it in three days ?
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We know that our Lord was almighty God and could

literally have done what He said. But
5
as the disciples

realized after the Resurrection, His words had another

meaning. Jesus was here referring to His Resurrection

from the dead after three days. St. John tells us:

" When therefore He was risen again from the dead

His disciples remembered that He had said this."

While our Lord was in Jerusalem many people

believed, in Him because of the miracles He worked

there. But He did not trust Himself to them, knowing

that from now He would be watched by the Jewish

leaders with growing suspicion. The cleansing of the

Temple they never forgot. Two years later at our

Lord's trial His words were tv/isted into an accusation

against Him, and when He was dying on the Cross

they taunted Him saying: " Thou that destroyest the

temple of God, and in three days dost rebuilt it; save

Thy own self."

14. The Sea of Galilee

Our Lord now came to live at Capharnaum, a city

on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Before going on to

tell about His ministry in this district, something must

first be said about the lake, the scene of so many of His

glorious miracles.

The Sea of Galilee is a lake in shape like a pear,

about thirteen miles long and eight broad~not so large

as Lough Neagh or Loch Lomond. It was known by

several names, Lake Gennesareth, Lake Tiberias and

so on, but it was called most commonly the Sea of



44 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
Galilee—the Jews called every sheet of water a " sea."

It was a saying of the rabbis: ".The Lord has created

seven seas, but the Sea of Gennesareth is His delight."

The lake is about seven hundred feet below sea level

and the air there in the warm season is hot and stifling,

At the present day its shores are very lonely, and few

trees or shrubs grow there. But in our Lord's time

there was no loneliness and no bareness. There is a

fertile strip along the western shore and this was well

cultivated then: trees were frequent, and a whole

string of little towns stood on that side of the lake.

Bethsaida, the home of St. Peter, lay close to the

place where the Jordan flowed into the lake. Two or

three miles down the western shore stood Capharnaum

where our Lord and His mother went to live. In an-

other two or three miles we come to the small town of

Magdala, the home of Mary Magdalen. A few miles

farther on there was a more important place, Tiberias,

a half-finished town which Herod * was then laying out

and building, and where he now generally lived. He
had chosen this spot because of its hot springs. It was

built in the Greek style and looked more pagan than

Jewish but it must have been a pleasant sight with its

gardens and white marble, and our Lord and His

Apostles must often have seen it from their boat on

the lake, though we do not know if they ever visited it.

Most Jews avoided it, because it was full of pagan

images and therefore a place forbidden to them. A
few miles farther and we come to the south end of the

1 Herod Antipas, a son of the earlier Herod. He now ruled over
Galilee and Peraea. See page 2.
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lake where the Jordan flows out. Here there stood an-

other half-pagan town, Tarichaeae (meaning " pickling

places "), where a good deal of the fish caught in the

lake was cured—by smoking or pickling—in order to

be sent off to distant places.

Throughout the Roman empire the lake was famous

for its fish—chiefly a small flat fish about six inches

long—and thousands of families were engaged in

fishing and fish-curing. Barrels of pickled fish were

taken to Jerusalem and even exported to European

countries. Here, too, were built the fleets of fishing

boats whose sails covered the lake. The families en-

gaged in the fishing trade were frequently people of

means. Zebedee, whose sons, James and John, were

chosen by our Lord to be two of His Apostles, em-

ployed hired men, and there is a tradition that he had

a branch in Jerusalem from which fish were supplied

to the High Priest.

On the eastern side of the lake the hills are steeper

and come closer to the shore, and this side was there-

fore less thickly populated. Herod did not rule over

this district: the northern part belonged to Philip and

the rest of it lay in the district of Decapolis which was

more pagan than Jewish. Two of the pagan cities,

called Hippos and Gamala, stood near to the shore

opposite Tiberias but there seems to have been no

other important town on this coast. It was on a lonely

spot on this side, probably a bare plain, grassy in the

springtime, to the south-east of Bethsaida, that our

Lord fed the five thousand.

Such was the lake then in our Lord's time. In spite
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of its hot-house air it must have been pleasant to the

eye with its sparkling blue waters, its high hillsides and

little towns, its fringe of villas, gardens, trees and

fields and its fleet of fishing boats; and on a clear day

the snowy peak of Mount Hermon could be seen on

the northern horizon.

15. Settlement at Capharnaum and the

Miracle of the Fishes

Matt. 4: 13-22; Mk. 1: 16-22; Lk. 4: 31-32; 5: 1-11.

Jesus therefore now made His home at Capharnaum,

a thriving town with a quayside on the northern shore

of the lake. He probably dwelt in Peter's house and

He preached in the synagogue, on the mountain-side,

and on the lake shore. From here He travelled round

the countryside and here He returned again. From
this neighbourhood He selected most of His Apostles

and here He worked many glorious miracles. In no

other place did He give such striking proof both of

divine power and of the tenderness of His human
heart.

Coming back one day from preaching in the neigh-

bourhood, Jesus walked along the shores of the lake.

News of His return spread quickly. Crowds assembled

and pressed after Him, anxious to miss nothing that

He might say or do. He passed on to where His

four disciples, Simon Peter and Andrew, James and

John were busy cleaning and repairing their nets.

Although the four were already followers of Christ, they
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continued to look after their business^ on the lake.

Boats and fishing tackle had to be kept in good repair

and customers supplied. But now Jesus is about to

call them finally to Himself and from now on they are

to be always with Him.
As people crowded closer, Jesus stepped into Simon's

boat and asked him to push off a little from the shore.

Then sitting down He taught the multitude from the

boat. When He had finished, He told Simon to move
into deeper water and to let down his nets. This dis-

ciple was an experienced fisherman and with his com-

panions had been out on the previous night. They had

caught nothing during the hours of darkness—the

usual time for fishing-—and it was not likely that they

would be any more successful in daylight, and to

lower the nets was heavy work for tired men. Yet

Simon knew that when Jesus gave the command the

result was certain. " Master," said he, " at Thy
word I will let down the net," whereupon a miraculous

catch of fishes took place. So many were taken that

the net, as they tried to pull it from the water, broke

beneath the weight. Unable to cope with this

immense haul, they signalled to their partners, James
and John who were in another boat, to come to help

them. They came, and both vessels were now so

loaded with fish that they threatened to sink. Suddenly

the meaning of it all burst on Peter, and realizing his

own unwrorthiness, he fell down at Jesus' feet and cried

out in awe and amazement: " Depart from me, for

I am a sinful man, O Lord«" For he and all that were

with him were utterly astonished at what they had
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witnessed. Then Jesus said to Simon: " Fear not,

from henceforth thou shalt catch men." Having heard

the promise the disciples brought their ships to land,

and " leaving all things they followed Him."

16. The Healing of the Leper

Matt. 8: 1-4; ML 1: 40-45; Lk. 5: 12-16.

Leprosy is a loathsome disease, and in its worst forms,

an incurable one, whose unfortunate victims are living

corpses slowly rotting away. By the Jews leprosy was

looked upon as a punishment for sin, and the leper

was forbidden to mingle with his fellow-men. He
had to wear a special dress which marked him as one

apart and the lower portion of the face had to be

covered. A leper was not allowed to approach within

six feet of another person and he was prohibited from

entering not only Jerusalem but any walled city. If

he went into a house his presence was considered to

have polluted the very rafters of the roof, and as he

walked the streets, outcast and desolate, he was obliged

to utter the cry: " Unclean! Unclean !"

It happened one day when our Lord had come down
from the mountain-side, where He had been preaching

to the people, that a certain leper, seeing Him, came,

and falling down, adored Him, saying: " Lord, if

Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." Wonderful

was his courage and faith since in approaching Jesus

in this way he had broken the law and ran the risk of

severe punishment. Jesus was moved with pity for
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the sufferer, and doing what no one else would have

dared, He stretched forth His hand and touched him,

saying; " I will, be thou made clean. " At His words

the hideous disease disappeared. The man's prayer

had moved the merciful heart of Jesus. Yet he had

not demanded a cure : only, he had said, if our Lord

so willed it. His was then a perfect prayer—like that

of Christ Himself: " Not My will but Thine be

done."

Jesus then told the man not to spread news of his

. cure, but to show himself to the priests and offer the

sacrifice the Law required. Certain mild cases of

leprosy could be cured, and a special religious service

had to be performed before the cure was recognized.

Only a priest could declare officially that the leper was

clean and fit to mix again with his fellows. But this

man could not keep silent about the miracle—in his

excess of joy he told everyone of his cure. What then

did our Lord mean by forbidding him to speak ? Per-

haps He did not desire to attract the noisy crowd who
only wished to see miracles. His object was to gain

those who were sincere in heart, and had faith in Him
and His Heavenly Father.

So enormous did the crowds now become who
sought our Lord that He avoided showing Himself

openly in the cities, and went into desert places and

on to lonely mountain-sides to pray.
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1 7 . The First Forgiving of Sins : The
Cure of the Paralytic

Matt. 9: 2-8; Mk. 2: 1-12; Lk. 5: 17-26.

With the growing success of the mission of Jesus the

Pharisees became more and more unfriendly. News of

His preaching, of vast crowds thronging to hear Him,

of His wonderful miracles, passed round the land. If

things went on like this the outlook for themselves

would indeed be black. They decided therefore to

watch Jesus carefully, hoping to find some fault in His

teaching and then expose Him to the Jews. So when

Jesus returned to Capharnaum from His second tour

in the surrounding district He found Scribes and

Pharisees awaiting Him, not only from Galilee but

from Jerusalem itself.

When it was known in Capharnaum that Jesus had

come back, many people crowded together hoping to

see and hear Him. He would teach them, they knew,

according to His custom, and the house where He was,

was filled to overflowing, while the street outside was

so crowded that a latecomer had no chance of approach-

ing Him.
Four men bearing a pallet or mattress on which was

lying a paralysed man drew near to the outskirts of

the crowd. Such a sight caused no surprise; there was

nothing unusual in seeing the sick and helpless being

brought to the place where Jesus preached. But in

wishing to approach Him the friends of the sick man
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seemed to have an impossible task. Yet they were

determined not to lose this precious opportunity of

laying their helpless burden at Jesus' feet. Since they

could not enter by the door they decided to go up on

the roof and there make a hole through which the

pallet could be lowered. Such was their faith and

determination that no obstacle could hinder them.

To understand how they carried out their plan you

must first of all dismiss from your mind the idea of a

European house. The roof of a house in Palestine did

not slope: it was a flat space surrounded by a parapet.

Here the occupants could sleep in the open air during

the hot nights of summer. An outside staircase led to

the roof: where houses adjoined, it was possible to

pass from roof to roof along what was called " the

road of the roofs." There was thus no great difficulty

in getting the sick man up. They went therefore on to

the roof, and having made an opening, let the sick man
down with his bed, in the midst before Jesus. Seeing

their great faith, our Lord said to the man: " Son, be

of good heart, thy sins are forgiven thee." The
Scribes and Pharisees who were carefully observing

and wondering what Jesus would do, heard His words

and began to say in their hearts: " Who is this that

speaketh blasphemies ? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?

,? They were right in saying that only God can

forgive sins: they were wrong in their hatred and in

their obstinate pride which refused to acknowledge that

Jesus was the Son of God. They were given yet an-

other chance. Reading their hearts Jesus said: '" Why
do you think evil in your hearts? Which is easier, to
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say, Thy sins are forgiven thee; or to say, Arise and

walk? But that you may know that the Son of Man
hath power on earth to forgive sins (then said He to

the man sick of the palsy), Arise, take up thy bed and

go into thy house/
5

Instantly the sick man was cured,

and life once again coursed through his stricken

limbs. He arose and rolled up his bed—the mat

upon which he had been lying—-and glorifying God
made his way through the astonished crowds, who
were filled with fear and praised God saying:

u We
have seen wonderful things to-day." Though no proof

could be clearer of the divine power of Christ and His

authority to forgive sin, the Pharisees persisted in

their disbelief and began to persecute Jesus openly.

1 8 . The Healing of the Man with a

Withered Hand
Matt. 12: 9-14; Mk. 3: 1-6; Lk. 6: 6-1 1.

The Pharisees were now keeping a close watch on the

movements of Jesus and His disciples, more particu-

larly on the Sabbath. On such a day He had already

cured a man possessed by an evil spirit. But the laws

laid down by the Pharisees forbade even the simplest

action on the Sabbath. Thus, for example, an apple

might not be picked from the tree on that day. Even
to pour water on a sprained limb was unlawful. There

was a long list of such rules which the Jews were

commanded to obey in order to preserve the Sabbath

rest.

c
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On a certain Sabbath day Jesus was preaching in a

synagogue. Among those present was a man with a

withered hand. The Pharisees watching carefully to

see what Jesus would do, said: " Is it lawful to heal

on the Sabbath day?
"

This, as Jesus well knew, was a challenge, and He
did not shrink from meeting it. He called on the

crippled man to arise and stand forth in the midst.

Then to the question the Pharisees had asked, He
replied by asking another: " What man shall there be

among you, that hath one sheep, and if the same fall

into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not take hold on

it and lift it up ? How much better is a man than a

sheep ? Therefore it is lawful to do a good deed on

the Sabbath days." But the Pharisees remained silent.

Then looking round about Him with anger and being

grieved because their hearts were hard, Jesus said to

the man with the withered hand: " Stretch forth thy

hand." He stretched it forth and it was restored to

health. Seeing this the Pharisees were filled with mad-

ness and going out they held a consultation seeking

how they might destroy Him, They decided to seek

the assistance of some of the officials of the court of

Herod Antipas—in whose territory they were—to

plot the destruction of Jesus.
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19. The Calling of Matthew and the

Choosing of the Twelve Apostles

Matt. 9: 9-13; 10: 1-4; Mk. 2: 13-17; 3: 13-19;

Lk. 5: 27-32; 6: 12-16.

Events were now approaching a climax, and it would

seem as if two armies were preparing for the mighty

conflict, with evil on the one side and good on the

other. While the Pharisees and Herodians—as the

followers of Herod were called—were conspiring

against Him, Jesus proceeded to make arrangements

for the future of His Church. From the band of fol-

lowers who were so deeply devoted to Him He now
chose the twelve who came to be known as the Twelve

Apostles. He had already called six to be His close

companions, and about these something has already

been said. They were the brothers Simon and Andrew,

James and John (who were sons of Zebedee), and

Philip and his friend Nathanael, called Bartholomew.

In the meantime another had joined the little group

—Matthew, also called Levi. It was he who afterwards

wrote the first of the Gospels. Matthew was a tax-

gatherer whose office for collecting dues paid to Herod
was probably on the quayside at Capharnaum. Seated

in his customs-house he would be a well-known figure

since he received payment of the taxes due on the

goods carried by the ships on the Lake. The shore at

Capharnaum was Herod's frontier and ships corning

across with goods had to pay customs. Matthew be-
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longed to a class of officials hated by the Jews because

of their greed and cheating, and because they were

often agents of the heathen power of Rome. The
publicans— for so the tax-gatherers were called—
were classed as sinners: they cruelly oppressed those

who were not in their favour, and were especially

severe on the poor.

To this despised class Matthew belonged. Few
were so well placed as he to observe all that went on

by the lakeside, and he must often have seen the crowds

that followed Jesus. Vivid first-hand accounts would

have been brought to him of the miraculous catch of

fishes, and above all he would have heard of the wonder-

ful miracles of mercy and healing performed by Jesus.

The fishermen who were already the chosen com-

panions of Christ were familiar figures to Matthew as

they went about their business on the quay. He may
have longed with all his heart to be one of them, but

what hope was there for such as he—a taxgatherer

and a publican loathed by the Jews. However that

may have been, we know that our Lord could read his

heart, and Matthew was to discover later that it was

just for sinners like himself that the Saviour came into

the world. One day, when he was seated in the cus-

toms office, Jesus passed along the way; and looking

at Matthew He said to him: " Follow me." Where-

upon Matthew, " leaving all things, rose up and

followed Him." As a tax-gatherer, Matthew was a

rich man, and after his " calling " he made a feast in

his house for his new Master at which a great company

of other publicans and sinners sat at table with Jesus
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and His disciples. The Scribes and proud Pharisees

who were watching Him, seeing that He ate with such

people, said to His disciples: " Why doth your

Master eat and drink with publicans and sinners ?

'

But Jesus, hearing it, rebuked them saying: " They
that are well have no need of a physician, but they that

are sick. For I came not to call the just but sinners."

The seven disciples already mentioned, and five

more with them, were now to be solemnly appointed

by Jesus as His Apostles. The word Apostle means
" sent," and the Twelve were to have a special mission

of tremendous importance. Our Lord was, in fact,

now laying the foundation stones of the Church. On
the previous evening He had retired to a mountain

near Capharnaum where He spent the night in prayer.

We may think of our Lord praying through the hours

of darkness to His Father for guidance and blessing

on the choice which He was to make the following

morning.

On the same mountain-side, in the morning, the

choice of the Twelve was made. The names of the

five who are new to us are Thomas, James,1 the son of

Alphaeus (so-called to distinguish him from James,

the son of Zebedee), Thaddeus (or Jude), Simon the

Cananean (not to be mistaken for Simon Peter), and

Judas Iscariot, who later betrayed our Lord.

Because of the important position to which he was

later appointed, Simon Peter's name always heads the

list of the Apostles. The evangelists sometimes place

Andrew second, sometimes it is James and John who
1 Also known as Tames the Less.
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come next. But Peter is always first. He was in par-

ticular the "rock"—which is the meaning of his name
—on which Christ had begun to build.

20 . The Sermon on the Mount
Matt. 5-7; Lk. 6: 17-49.

As Jesus came down the mountain with the Twelve

Apostles He again found a large multitude awaiting

Him. This great gathering was drawn from many
widely separated places. People had come from all

over Galilee and Judaea and from beyond the Jordan.

Some had travelled all the way from Idumea, a district

south of Judaea. Others had journeyed from Tyre

and Sidon, the two famous commercial cities of Phoe-

nicia which lie on the Mediterranean coast to the north

of Palestine.

Choosing a level pJace on the mountain-side where

He could be heard by all, Jesus seated Himself in the

company of His disciples, and preached what has ever

since been known as the Sermon on the Mount.
The first part of the Sermon contains the eight

Beatitudes, which set out the virtues and qualities that

are the special marks of the Christian, and make him

pleasing to God and therefore blessed—the word

beatitude means blessedness. Brushing aside as it were

the petty rules for conduct on which the Pharisees

insisted, Christ taught plainly that religion is an affair

of the heart, and showed the true meaning of holiness.

Here are the eight Beatitudes as they are recorded

in the Gospel of St. Matthew:
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1. Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

2. Blessed are the meek: for they shall possess the land.

3. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

4. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice: for

they shall have their fill.

5. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

6. Blessed are the clean of heart: for they shall see God.

7. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the

children of God.
8. Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice' sake:

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

In the Beatitudes our Lord describes the way of

life of true Christians-—of those who follow Him. He
was speaking to a great multitude, and His words were

for all men and for all time. He said that those who
lived by the rules He gave are " the salt of the earth"

and a light set on a hilltop for all men to see.

The Sermon on the Mount was the first occasion

on which our Lord had given details of His doctrine,

and in it He laid down the principles of Christianity

and the laws of the Christian life. What He said must

have astounded His hearers—His teaching was so

unlike that of the Pharisees. He explained that He
had not come to do away with the Old Law, but to fulfil

it, in other words, to perfect it, and show that it has to

be kept in spirit as well as in the letter if we are to be

pleasing to God. It is not just a matter of obeying laws

and keeping rules. What matters, in God's eyes, is the

reason why we do this—because they are God's laws,

and we obey them for love of Him. Christ gave us

His own perfect law for conduct when He told the
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Jews: " I do always those things that please Him "

—

meaning the Father. And He summed up all the com-

mandments of the Old Law under two headings : the

love of God and the love of our neighbour.

Our Lord went on to explain what He meant by

keeping the Law in spirit and He gave some examples:

the Old Law said: " Thou shalt not kill." But He
said we must not even be angry without just cause.

The Law forbade perjury, that is, swearing a false

oath or breaking an oath. But Jesus said we are not

to swear at all—our simple promise ought to be

enough. While the Law allowed ' an eye for an eye

and a tooth for a tooth " Jesus counselled patience and

forgiveness of injuries. The Law bade a nlan love his

friends, and allowed him to hate his enemies. But

Christ said: " Love your enemies: do good to them

that hate you, and pray for them that persecute and

speak evil against you falsely/' If we are kind and

charitable only to those who are good to us, in what

way are we better than the heathens ? And finally He
said: " Be ye therefore perfect, as also your Father in

heaven is perfect.' ' Our Lord then summed up right

conduct in regard to our neighbour in these words:
" All things whatsoever you would that men should do

to you, do you also to them." Here is the Christian

ideal: we reach it only by loving God above all, and

other people as ourselves for God's sake.

Continuing His sermon, our Lord warns us not to

be overtroubled about earthly affairs, but to have

confidence in God who is our Father and knows our

needs. Nothing can happen to us without His know-
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ledge. All things in heaven and earth are in His

hands, but we have to seek first His kingdom and His

justice. If we do that, all that is necessary for us will

be added.

Our Lord ended His long discourse by telling His

hearers that it is not sufficient to listen to His words

and accept His doctrines. We must put His teaching

into practice in our own lives: "Not everyone that

saith to Me : Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom

of heaven: but he that doeth the will of My Father

who is in heaven, he shall enter into the kingdom of

heaven/

'

2 1 . The Centurion of Capharnaum
Matt. 8: 5-13; Lk. 7: 1-10.

When Jesus had ended His sermon, He came down
from the Mount into Capharnaum, and a great multitude

followed Him. Capharnaum was the scene of many
of His miracles and the home of many of His friends.

There now took place His meeting with a heathen,

one of the noblest characters in the Gospel story. This

man was a centurion, a Roman subordinate officer who
had charge of a hundred men in the local garrison.

Although he was a Gentile he was friendly towards the

Jews and a mark of his favour was the synagogue

which he built for their use. A servant to whom he

was deeply attached was gravely ill and seemed likely

to die. Deeply distressed he implored the leading

Jews in the towrn to beg Jesus to heal his servant. He
c*
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had heard of the wonderful cures worked by our Lord

and knew that if He so willed, his servant would be

cured. Ke was too humble to make the request him-

self: he was only a Gentile, one classed by the Jews as
Ki
unclean ". Moved by his distress, and mindful of

the great kindness the centurion had shown them, the

Jews hastened to Jesus. They told Him that this

Roman soldier was worthy of help for he loved their

nation and had given them a synagogue. " I will come

and heal him," said Jesus, and He went with them.

Now it was against the Law that a Jew should enter

a Gentile's house, and the centurion, remembering this,

sent his friends to meet our Lord with this message:
44
Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter under

my roof, for which cause neither did I think myself

worthy to come to Thee. But say only the word and my
servant shall be healed." Our Lord, greatly wondering

at this act of humble faith, turned to the bystanders

and said:
<4

I say to you I have not found such great

faith in Israel." He then sent the message of healing

to the centurion, saying to his friends:
44
Go, and as

thou hast believed, so be it done to thee." At that

very moment the servant was cured.

The centurion's expression of faith has been recorded

in the Mass. When the priest says the words: " Dom-
ine, non sum dignus," before receiving or giving Holy
Communion, he is repeating in Latin the prayer of the

centurion which brought our Lord's immediate answer

and blessing.
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22. The Penitent Sinner

Lk. 7: 36-50.

On one occasion our Lord was invited by a Pharisee

named Simon to dine in his house. It was the custom

for teachers of the Law when passing through the

towns and preaching in the synagogue to be honoured

in this way. This may explain how our Lord came to

be invited by the Pharisee. During the meal in Simon's

house a woman who was known to the people of the

town as a sinner, made her way into the dining hall,

bringing with her a bottle of perfumed oil. She went

to the table where our Lord was reclining and stood

behind Him. It was customary when eating at table

to recline on benches or couches with the feet stretched

outward and freed from sandals. Bending down
she wept and her tears fell upon His feet. She wiped

them with the tresses of her hair, kissed them, and

anointed them with the fragrant oil. A Pharisee

would have withdrawn from contact with a sinner, but

Jesus did not shrink from her touch. Wondering at

our Lord's action Simon said within himself: " This

man, if he were a prophet, would know surely who
and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him,

that she is a sinner." Jesus read the thoughts which

passed through the Pharisee's mind and said to him:
" Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee." Then He
told him of a certain man who had two debtors, one of

whom owed him five hundred of the silver coins called

denarii and the other fifty. As they had no money
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with which to pay, the creditor generously forgave

them both. Which therefore of the two loveth him

most?" asked Jesus. Simon answered rightly: " He
to whom he forgave most."

Our Lord then explained the meaning of the parable.

Simon had received Him politely but without any

special mark of honour. " I entered into thy house,"

said Jesus, " but thou gave Me no water for My feet;

but she with tears hath washed My feet, and with her

hair hath wiped them. Thou gavest Me no kiss; but

she, since she came in, hath not ceased to kiss My feet.

My head with oil thou didst not anoint; but she with

ointment hath anointed My feet. Therefore I say to

thee: Many sins are forgiven her because she hath

loved much."

Turning then to the woman Jesus said to her:

" Thy sins are forgiven thee: thy faith hath made thee

safe, go in peace."

Our Lord's words to Simon and to the woman must

be taken together. Thus we see that it was her faith,

added to her love of Him and her sorrow for sin, that

won for her forgiveness.

23. The Beginning of the Parables

Matt. 13: x~52; Mk. 4: 1-345 Lk. 8: 4—18; 13: 18-21.

Hitherto our Lord's teaching had been simple and

direct as in the Sermon on the Mount. Now He began

to preach in a new way—" by means of parables.'
J

These were stories drawn from familiar scenes and

events, by means of which spiritual truths were taught
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—earthly stories with heavenly meanings, they may be

called. This manner of teaching was in common use

in the East, Everyone likes a story, and this is parti-

cularly true of a parable story, because you become

curious to find out what is the meaning to be drawn

from it. It was a convenient method for our Lord at

that time. He did not want to clash with the Pharisees,

but He did wish to lead His hearers away gradually

from their mistaken idea of His kingdom. So He
chose the story form, knowing that those who wished

to learn would discover His meaning for themselves.

For, despite all that He had said and done, many still

believed that by the kingdom of God was meant a

powerful kingdom in this present world, with the

Messiah as a leader whose subjects they would be.

Under his all-powerful leadership they, his chosen

people, would conquer their present oppressors and

themselves become the greatest among the peoples of

the earth. So they waited for the Messiah to appear

and call them into his kingdom. Theirs was a dream

of human glory.

The kingdom which our Lord came to establish on

earth was a spiritual kingdom with a divine ruler.

Entry into it could only be obtained by a change in

the hearts of men. The kind of change required had

already been described in the Sermon on the Mount.

Those who had heard His words and acted on them

and lived according to His teaching would belong to

His kingdom. But many were slow to learn and so

our Lord related a series of parables to explain further

what is intended by the kingdom of God,
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Once more the scene shifts back to the Sea of

Galilee. Along the water's edge are grouped the

disciples and the people. A hush falls, as, sitting in a

boat a little way from the shore, our Lord spoke His

first parable—that of The Sower and the Seed. His

hearers would find no difficulty in following the story.

Behind them the land sloping down to the lakeside was

cultivated. It was now springtime and the fields were

about to be sown. Here is the story our Lord told:

A sower went out to sow his seed, but as he scat-

tered it, some fell by the wayside and was eaten up by

birds. More landed on earth thinly covering the rock.

This grew at first, but the shallowness of the soil pre-

vented the grain from taking deep root and after-

wards it withered away in the heat of the sun: other

seeds fell among thorn bushes, which being the

stronger plants choked the grain as it tried to grow.

But the seeds which fell in good soil flourished and

gave a rich harvest.

The meaning of this parable Jesus explained to

His disciples when they were alone. The seed repre-

sented the word of God, that is, divine truth. In every

case the seed was good but only in one instance did

it thrive. That which was eaten by birds and devoured

before it could take root, represents those people who
are tempted by Satan and fall even before they fully

consider and grasp what they have heard. The seed

which fell on stony ground and grew for a while,

stands for those who listen to the teaching and begin

quite well, but who, when they meet difficulties and

opposition, give way. The seed choked by thorns is a
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figure of those who have in their hearts a love for

riches and for the good things of this world. Their

wish to possess such things grows stronger and in the

end stifles their spiritual life. Where the soil is fertile

and where the plant thrives, there the soul is good, and

there is determination to persevere.

Another parable about the kingdom is a beautiful

example of our Lord's style of teaching. Here the

kingdom is likened to a single seed cast into the earth.

It gradually ripens and the tender plant grows slowly

:

" first the blade, then the ear, afterwards the full corn

in the ear." Like the little plant, the kingdom takes

time to grow and cannot be hurried. In this way our

Lord shows us the need for perseverance.

The parable of the cockle and the wheat shows yet

another aspect of the kingdom. When the grain had

been sown, an enemy came stealthily by night and

scattered cockle seed throughout the field. This is a

weed which in the early stages of growth resembles

wheat and is detected only when the grain appears.

To remove it then would injure the corn amongst

whose stems it grows. So it is allowed to remain until

the harvest time. Then the reapers gather the corn

carefully into the barn whilst the cockle they cast into

the fire. Our Lord explained the meaning to His

disciples thus: The field is the world, and the good

seed the people of the kingdom. The enemy is Satan

and the cockle those who follow him and do his evil

work. The harvest is the end of the world when the

wicked will be cast out and the just will " shine as the

sun in the kingdom of their Father."
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Thus Christ corrects the Jewish idea that with the

coming of the Messiah " sin will vanish and sinners

shall cease to be evil/' He shows that Satan will con-

tinue to be the bitter enemy of all that is good and that,

until the end, the struggle against evil will continue.

From the parable of the fishing net a similar lesson

is to be drawn. When the net is taken up, all kinds of

fish both good and bad are brought in. Sitting by the

shore the fishermen put the good fish aside, but that

which is unfit to eat they cast away. So will it be at the

end of time. The good will be separated from the

wicked, and the separation will last for ever.

In The Parable of the Mustard Seed there was a

special lesson for those who expected the reign of the

Messiah to be established at once with power and

splendour, Jesus compares the kingdom of God to

the mustard seed—a seed so tiny that when the Jews

wished to describe the smallest amount they would

say "as small as a mustard seed/
5

Yet it will grow into

a tree in whose branches the birds find shelter. So

from a humble beginning the kingdom of God will

grow and extend until it includes the whole earth.

Another homely parable likens the kingdom of God
to leaven, that is, yeast, which> mixed with the dough,

causes it to rise and improves the taste of the bread.

So the word of God taken into our heart works within

us quietly and gradually and transforms the whole of

our life.

Jesus had now given His hearers an outline of what

is meant by the kingdom of God, and He went on to

tell them that it is like a great treasure of which they
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must gain possession at no matter what cost. Making
His appeal the stronger by means of two short parables,

He said: *' The kingdom of heaven is like unto a

treasure hidden in a field. Which a man having found

. . . for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath

and buyeth that field. " And again: " The kingdom
of heaven is like to a merchant seeking good pearls.

Who, when he found one pearl of great price, went

his way and sold all that he had and bought it." There

can be no mistaking what our Lord meant. No matter

wrhat the sacrifice, we must be ready to make it. If we
live according to the principles He has taught us, we
shall be admitted to His kingdom and receive as our

reward a treasure which is indeed beyond all price.

Mustard Seed: The grain of mustard mentioned in the parable

is the same tiny seed known to us. But in the East, on stony

ground near water, the plant grows to a great size and has a thick

strong stem.

24. The Stilling of the Tempest
Matt. 8: 23-27; Mk. 4: 35-415 Lk. 8: 22-25.

It had been a long and tiring day, and perhaps it was

to seek rest and escape from the tremendous crowds

that Jesus said to the disciples, " Let us go over to the

other side of the lake." Also He may have wanted to

give His hearers time to reflect on the parables of the

kingdom. The disciples pushed off and our Lord lay

down in the stern of the boat, which was pointed and

roofed over for a few feet. Here the fishermen who
had completed their watch could find some rough
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shelter. A hard little cushion kept in the boat would

serve Jesus as a pillow. While He was sleeping peace-

fully a great tempest arose. The Sea of Galilee is

remarkable for these sudden storms. The wind with

little or no warning sweeps rapidly down from the

hills, throwing the surface of the water into wild con-

fusion. So fierce was the wind that the little vessel was

tossed about violently and the waves broke over the

sides. Fearing that the boat was about to sink the

disciples were filled with alarm. In their terror they

awakened Jesus crying: " Lord, save us, we perish.

"

And He, rising up, rebuked the storm, saying to the

wild and raging waters: " Peace, be still/' Imme-
diately at His words the wind ceased its fury and the

sea became calm. Now the disciples had shown a

certain want of faith: they should have known that

even while Jesus rested He would protect them.

Therefore He said: " Why are you fearful, O ye of

little faith ?" As soon as they realized that to save them

He had worked a miracle^ they were full of fear and

wonder. " What manner of man is this," they asked

each other, " for the winds and the sea obey him?"

2 5 . The Cure of the Possessed Man on

the other side of the Lake
Matt. 8: 28-345 Mk. 5: 1-20; Lk. 8: 26-39.

It was probably late in the evening when our Lord

and His disciples completed the crossing of the lake

—a journey of about seven miles—and landed in the
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country of the Gerasenes, not far from a town which is

now called Hippos. This formed part of the Deca-

polis, the famous territory of ten Greek cities, all but

one lying to the eastern side of the Lake or of the

Jordan. In our Lord's time these cities were flourish-

ing centres of commerce, renowned for their magnifi-

cent buildings. Their temples were very beautiful;

their solidly-built theatres could hold audiences of

several thousands, and their streets were bordered by

noble columns. The people of the Decapolis were

pagans and each of the cities had its own favourite god.

When our Lord set foot in the region of Decapolis

He stood on heathen soil. That the spirit of evil at

once felt the Divine Presence, the following remarkable

incident shows. From one of the ancient tombs which

are to be found in the steep slopes leading down to the

shore, a man possessed by a devil ran towards our

Lord. The unfortunate creature was so wild and

frenzied in his actions that he was scarcely human.

The frightened townspeople had bound him in chains

in an effort to restrain him. Lunatics were often

fettered in this wav in Palestine. But this man, of

prodigious strength, and maddened by the demon
which controlled him, had snapped his chains and

made his escape, Day and night he was to be found

among the tombs crying aloud, and in his frenzy,

cutting himself with stones.

When the unfortunate man saw our Lord approach-

ing, he ran towards Him and flung himself down in

adoration, while the demon possessing him cried out:

" What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, the Son of the
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Most High God ? I adjure Thee by God that Thou
torment me not." Bidding him leave the man, our

Lord asked the unclean spirit his name. " Legion,"

was the answer, " for we are many." A legion was a

division of the Roman army which consisted of six

thousand soldiers. So the reply meant that a great

number of evil spirits had seized their victim. These

demons implored Jesus not to drive them out of that

country and begged leave to enter a large herd of

swine, some two thousand in all, which were feeding

nearby on the mountain. They received permission

and took possession of the animals, whereupon the

whole herd was filled with panic, and plunging vio-

lently down the mountain-side into the lake, perished

in the waters.

The swineherds who had seen what had taken place

fled in haste to tell their story. And from the city

nearby and the fields round about the people came

to see and hear for themselves about these strange

happenings. When they reached the spot they saw to

their amazement that the man whom they had looked

on as almost a wild beast was sitting 'down, clothed

and restored to his right mind. They heard how he

had been cured and then learned the fate that had

overtaken the swine. Their feelings were mixed.

They were rid of an evil power which could reduce a

man to the level of an animal. But, on the other hand,

they had lost a great herd. Filled, too, with awe and

fear of this Man who commanded such power, they

requested Him to leave their coast.

Jesus then returned to the ship. As He did so the
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man who had been healed begged that he might be

allowed to go with Him. Jesus, however, willed other-

wise. " Return to thy house to thy friends/' He said,

" and tell them what great things the Lord hath done

for thee and hath had mercy on thee." He remained

therefore amongst the Gentiles—plain evidence for

all to see of the wonderful power of God. Well and

faithfully did he discharge his task of announcing what

had happened to him throughout Decapolis. His

miraculous cure marked the first stage in bringing the

gospel to the heathen land. He who had been pos-

sessed by Satan had now become the first apostle to the

Gentiles.

26, The Healing of the Woman with

the Issue of Blood : and the Raising

to Life of the Daughter of Jairus

Matt. 9: 1 8-26; Mk. 5: 21-435 Lk. 8: 40-56.

The little party returned across the lake to Galilee,

The approach of their ship was seen by watchers on

the shore and the news went round that our Lord was

returning. Crowds larger than before came to meet

Him. As He landed, an important man, one of the

rulers of the local synagogue, called Jairus, rushed

forward and flung himself at His feet. He begged

our Lord to save his only child, a girl of twelve who
was at the point of death. " Come, lay Thy hand upon

her that she may be safe and may live," he implored.

Jesus listened to the cry of the distressed father and
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moved towards the house to grant his request. But

the crowds pressed forward making it difficult for Him
to pass.

The infinite patience of our Lord is something at

which to marvel. After the events of the previous

twenty-four hours He must have been tired and

weary. In that short space of time He had spoken the

parables about the Kingdom of God, had crossed and

recrossed the lake, stilled the tempest, healed the

possessed man, and met and spoken to the people of

the pagan country. Yet there was no hint of weariness

as He met the clamorous throng or on hearing the

urgent request made by Jairus. It was always thus

with Him—ever patient and understanding, always

ready to listen to an appeal for help.

Amongst the large gathering was a woman who had

suffered for twelve years from an issue of blood. She

had parted with all she had in an effort to find a remedy

but the doctors were unable to cure her. According to

the Law she was unclean and therefore did not come

forward, as Jairus had done, to ask our Lord's help

openly. Her position was one of difficulty but she was

not to be defeated. Hoping to remain unnoticed she

came behind Him. Then confidently and greatly

daring she touched the tassel of His garment which

hung in the usual Jewish way over His shoulder.

For she said: " If I shall touch but His garment I

shall be healed." Immediately she did so, she felt

within herself that, she was cured.

Now our Lord knew that the miracle had taken

place, and He said: Who is it that touched Me?"
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As all around denied doing so, Peter and those who
were with him replied that so many people were

closely pressing round that it was impossible to tell.

But Jesus said again: " Somebody hath touched Me."
Then the woman seeing that nothing could be con-

cealed from Him, came forward trembling and fell at

His feet. She told Him why she had ventured to touch

Him and that when she had done so she had been

cured. She feared that He might be angry with her

for the liberty she had taken, but He spoke only words

of comfort. " Daughter, thy faith hath made thee

whole: go thy way in peace/

'

While Jesus was still speaking, messengers came

from the home of the dying girl to tell Jairus that his

daughter was already dead. Our Lord, hearing these

words, said to the distressed father :
' Fear not,

believe only, and she shall be safe." The friends of

the household were plunged in grief when He arrived,

and as He went through the crowd of mourners He
said: "Weep not, for the maid is not dead but

sleepeth." But they laughed Him to scorn and did

not believe Him: there could be no doubt that the

girl had died. When Jesus had turned them all out,

He permitted only Peter, James and John and the

parents to enter with Him into the house where the

child lay and taking her hand in His own He said to

her: " Talitha kumi "—two words in Aramaic-—the

language spoken by our Lord—which mean ' Maid,

arise." To the lifeless body of the little girl the spirit

returned and at once she arose. An instance of our

Lord's kindness and love for children is seen in the
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request He now made that something should be given

her to eat. Then turning to the parents who were

speechless with wonder. He bade them tell no one of

what had been done. All the same, the wonder of

what He had done went abroad into all that country.

2 7 . Jesus is driven out of Nazareth

Matt. 13: 54-58; Mk. 6: 1-6; Lk. 4: 22-30.

In early days when our Lord spoke in the synagogue

at Nazareth the people from the village " wondered

at the words of grace that proceeded from His mouth,"

He had grown to manhood in their midst and in His

daily life He had appeared to be just one of themselves.

But now His teaching revealed a power that they had

never suspected and they were lost in astonishment

and admiration. Yet there was no outburst of faith,

and on account of their unbelief, so St. Matthew tells

us, He did not work many miracles there.

Later on, after He had made Capharnaum the

centre from which to carry on His mission, the feel-

ings of the people of Nazareth changed towards Him
and became definitely unfriendly. Jealousy was the

cause of this change. They had heard reports of His

miracles and of the wonderful sermons by the lakeside

which had drawn people from the four corners of

Palestine and beyond. So much, they reflected, He
had done for Capharnaum and its neighbourhood.

What had He done for Nazareth? Why had He
poured out on strangers His gifts of healing and wise
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teaching ? The names of places He had visited were

on everyone's lips, but Nazareth seemed to have been

left out. Such thoughts as these made them bitter and

angry. They did not stop to consider that they them-

selves were to blame for their want of faith.

When He now addressed them, He spoke to a people

who bore Him ill-will. In order to make little of what

He had done elsewhere they talked of Him in a slight-

ing way. He was, after all, they said, only the son of

the carpenter and therefore quite an ordinary person.

He had received no special training like the Scribes

and Pharisees. By what right then should He set up

as a teacher or prophet? It was said that He worked

miracles in other places: Let Him then work one to

establish Himself in their eyes. Our Lord saw plainly

how their minds worked. Jealousy was at the bottom

of their ill-humour. He put their thoughts into words

:

" As great things as we have heard done in Caphar-

naum, do also here in Thy own country," He reproved

them by telling them of two prophets who had found

the Jews so unworthy that they used their power of

healing to help the Gentiles who had shown faith.

" No prophet," said our Lord, ' is honoured in his

own country." It is amongst strangers that he is

recognized and given credit.

Thus Jesus exposed the envy which had warped

their minds. But they were only filled with fury at the

rebuke and in their blind rage drove Him out of their

city. He was brought to the brow of a hill nearby

which looked steeply over the plain below. They
thought to hurl Him over the brink to destruction,
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but their wicked plan was not to succeed. Jesus, who
had allowed Himself to be jostled and insulted, would

permit it no longer. St. Luke tells us that " passing

through the midst of them He went His way." By
force of will He went through the crowd without

interference.

A local tradition, more than eleven hundred years

old, points to a hill on the Haifa-Nazareth road from

which Mary is said to have watched in anguish the

attempt on the life of her Son. She saw the Jews

return without Him and for a moment was filled with

terror lest He might have come to harm. Today the

place is marked by the little Chapel of Our Lady of the

Fear.

This must have been the most sorrowful moment
that our Lord had so far experienced—the rejection

by the people of " His own country," some of them

His own kinsmen. Their action was a foreshadowing

of what was to happen in the end—His final rejection

by the whole Jewish nation.

2 8 . The Sending Forth of the Apostles

Matt, io: i—16; Mk. 6: 7-13; Lk. 9: 1-6.

The time had come for the Apostles to assist our Lord

in making the word of God more widely known, and

He called them together to make preparations for their

first missionary journey. He instructed them to call

people to that change of heart which He had described

in the Sermon on the Mount and to explain as He had
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done In the Sermon by Parables, the true meaning of

the Kingdom of God. To assist them in their work
He granted them the wonderful gift of performing

miracles: " He gave them power over unclean spirits,

to cast them out, and to heal all manner of diseases

and all manner of infirmities," saying: " Freely have

you received, freely give." He directed them to avoid

the land of the Gentiles and the Samaritans; their

work lay among the Jews—amongst " the lost sheep

of the house of Israel "—who had the first claim to

hear His doctrine. It was only after the death of our

Lord that the Apostles were given authority to preach

to the Gentiles.

Then He explained in detail what their rule of

conduct was to be. The life which He bade them live

was one of absolute poverty. They were not to take

with them even the little money and small flat loaves

which a Jew usually carried with him when he was

travelling. They were to " take nothing for the way,

but a staff only; no scrip, no bread, nor money in their

purse." For clothing they were allowed the garments

they usually wore, but a second coat, such as travellers

sometimes carried as a protection against cold, was

forbidden. On arriving at a village they were to seek

shelter in the first house that would receive them. The
hospitality of Eastern peoples was well known and it

was scarcely likely that they would meet with a town

where no one would admit them. At the house which

first gave them a resting place they were to stay, and

on entering in they were to salute the house, saying:

" Peace be to this house."
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If they came to a town where they were badly

received, they were to leave it, shaking off the dust

from their feet as they went. It was the practice of the

Jews whenever they returned to Palestine from visiting

the land of the Gentiles—which to them was unclean

—to shake the dust from their feet lest they should

defile the Holy Land.

The directions which our Lord gave the Apostles

are a model for those who have succeeded them. Con-

ditions of living have, however, changed much and

vary in different countries, and the rules cannot be

observed to the letter. But their spirit remains the

same. Those who give themselves to the work of

saving souls must surrender themselves completely to

the task and abandon the idea of earthly reward.

The Apostles departed on their mission, preaching

that men should do penance and that the kingdom of

God was to be set up on earth. They cast out evil

spirits and cured those who were ill. St. Mark describ-

ing this says: they " anointed with oil many that were

sick and healed them." These words have a special

interest because they clearly foreshadow the Sacrament

of Extreme Unction.

29. The Death of John the Baptist

Matt. 14: 1-12; Mk. 6: 14-29; Lk. 9: 7-9.

Whilst the Apostles were absent on their mission

Jesus Himself preached in the neighbourhood of

Capharnaum. For the first time we now learn that
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Herod Antipas had begun to take notice of our Lord's

work. " This is John the Baptist whom I beheaded/'

he said, referring to Jesus: " He is risen from the

dead." In this way the evangelist breaks the news that

John was dead. The gospel then goes on to tell the

story of how he died.

It is a sad and terrible tale. Herod Antipas, in

defiance of all right conduct had married Herodias,

the wife of his half-brother, Philip, whilst his own wife

v/as still alive. John the Baptist, who was calling on

all men to repent, did not spare the royal sinner. He
denounced him saying that he had committed an

unlawful deed. Herod, a better Jew than his father,

Herod the Great, feared the prophet, whom he knew
to be a just and holy man.

But Herodias had tremendous influence over her

weak and unhappy husband, and she was determined

to remain wife of the ruler of Galilee and Peraea.

Herod was not king of these districts : he was what is

called Tetrarch, a subordinate prince, but she hoped

that in time the Roman emperor would raise him to

the rank of king, and then she would be, what she

most desired, a queen. One obstacle alone stood in her

way—John the Baptist. If he moved Herod to repen-

tance, she would be set aside and the lawful wife restored.

Antipas, undecided and weak, and finding himself

torn in two, decided on a middle course. He had John
arrested and carried to his mighty fortress at Machaerus

across the Dead Sea, and there the prophet was im-

prisoned.

But Herodias was not content—nothing but his
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death would satisfy her. While John lived her position

was not secure. For even now Herod listened to the

prophet, " and when he heard him he was much per-

plexed. " So she hit upon a device. She knew Herod
to be rash in his promises and on this weakness she

played. At a celebration in honour of his birthday she

arranged for her daughter, Salome, to dance before the

Tetrarch after he had dined well. With the perfor-

mance of the young girl Herod was enchanted and in

the presence of the large company of guests, ' the

princes and tribunes and chief men of Galilee,*' he

swore an oath that he would give her whatsoever she

desired even though it were half of his kingdom.

Salome went out to her mother, as she had been in-

structed, to tell of the king's promise. Herodias saw

that her opportunity had come, and she bade her

daughter ask for the head of John the Baptist. Salome

returned to the banqueting hall and announced her

terrible request: " I will that forthwith thou give me
in a dish the head of John the Baptist.

"

Herod was sorrow-stricken. He was not naturally

a cruel man, but he was wretchedly weak. Partly be-

cause of his oath—which of course w^as not binding as

it was rashly made—and partly because he would be

put to shame in face of the company if he went back

on his promise, he commanded that her wish should

be granted, and sent an executioner to the prison in

which John was confined. How the saint received the

dreadful news we do not know: details of the horrible

crime are not related. The executioner beheaded him

in prison and the bleeding head was borne on a tray
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and handed to Salome, who in turn presented it to her

mother. Afterwards the disciples of John came, and

having buried the headless body went and told Jesus.

Never again was Herod to know peace. The Jews

cursed and hated him. For ever afterwards he was

restless and full of fears. Remorse for the crime he

had committed and superstitious dread haunted him.

So when he heard of the preaching of our Lord he

thought that John the Baptist had risen from the

dead, and he sought to see Jesus in order to reassure

himself. But he was not to see our Lord until a year

later-—during His trial and Passion.

30. The Feeding of the Five Thousand
Matt. 14: 13-21; Mk. 6: 31-44; LL 9: 10-17;

Jn. 6: 1-15.

After the death of John the Baptist, Jesus withdrew

with the Apostles from Capharnaum to another place

on the lake, selecting a quiet and solitary district in

the neighbourhood of Bethsaida Julias, a village

situated on the eastern bank of the Jordan just before

where the river enters the Sea of Galilee. By making

this change, our Lord passed from the territory of

Herod Antipas to that of his brother, the Tetrarch

Philip. He saw that the Apostles needed rest and

quiet after the fatiguing labours of their first missionary

journey from which they had only just returned. At

Capharnaum, says St. Mark, " there were many com-

ing and going: and they had not so much as time to
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eat." So Jesus said to them: " Come apart into a

desert place, and rest a while." The " desert place
"

was not a waste of sand: it was a plain covered with

grass and uncultivated; it is called a "desert* only

in comparison with the fertile plain along the western

shore of the Sea of Galilee.

They set out in a boat to cover the short distance,

about six or seven miles to Bethsaida. The crowds left

behind were disappointed, but their hearts rose when
they saw the direction in which the boat was heading.

It was evident that they could overtake the party by

hurrying round the northern end of the lake and cross-

ing the Jordan by the ford two miles up the river.

With eagerness they set off on foot, their number in-

creasing as they went, and those who were most speedy

actually reached the chosen spot before our Lord. As

the boat was never far from land, He could see this

extraordinary race. What a strange scene Galilee

presented that morning!

It was evident to the Apostles on landing that there

could be no question now of peaceful retirement. But

our Lord led them to the top of a hill and there spoke

writh them for some time alone. Below, the number

waiting grew till it became "a very great multitude".

Then looking down " He had compassion on them,

because they were as sheep not having a shepherd and

He began to teach them many things." He healed

those amongst them who were sick and taught them

about the kingdom of God.

As the day began to decline, the Apostles grew

anxious. They feared that the large gathering might
D
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be overtaken by nightfall in that lonely region. They
came to our Lord and asked Him to send the people

away so that in the towns and villages round about

they might find food and shelter. His reply astonished

them. " Give you them to eat," He said. But how could

this be done ? Philip pointed out that to feed so large

a number would cost a considerable amount. Andrew
then came forward to say that a boy who was present

had five barley loaves and two fishes. Barley bread

was an inferior bread eaten by those who could not

afford wheaten bread. The fishes were probably small

dried or pickled fish, like the sardines of to-day, eaten

with bread. Such was the quantity of food to hand,

and it was scarcely worth mentioning.

Our Lord's reply was to tell the Apostles to arrange

the people in companies of hundreds and fifties, and to

seat them on the grass. They obeyed: their faith told

them He would find a way to solve the difficulty,

though how it was to be done they could not see. The
men therefore sat down in number about five thousand,

besides women and children. Before Him were placed

the loaves and fishes. Looking up to heaven He gave

thanks and then blessed and distributed the food

amongst the disciples. Miraculously it was increased

either as it left His hands or as it left theirs. From
group to group they bore the food, probably in the

baskets which they afterwards used to gather up the

fragments. Everyone present had sufficient to eat.

Then Jesus told them to collect what was left over, and

the disciples returned with twelve baskets full of the

remnants of bread and fish.
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That a wonderful miracle had taken place was clear

for all to see. There was more left after the great

company had been fed than had been there in the

beginning. Seeing what happened the people in their

astonishment cried out: " This is of a truth the

prophet that is to come into the world. " Their en-

thusiasm grew. He should be their king. Since He
was the long-expected prophet, He would, if He were

crowrned, be the Messiah. It was the old mistake still

persisting—the idea that the Messiah was an earthly

king, like other kings, save that He was also possessed

of divine power:. In their eagerness they would have

attempted to force Him to become king, but Jesus saw

what was in their minds. Perhaps even the Twelve

were not free from such ambitious ideas. He bade

them return at once to the boat and go before Him to

the other side of the lake, saying that later He would

join them. He then dismissed the people and Himself

went up into the mountain alone to pray. No doubt

on their way across the water the Apostles thought

about the events of that wonderful day but " they

understood not concerning the loaves." To us, know-

ing what took place later, the meaning is clearer. The
miracle of the loaves and fishes was a foreshadowing o

the greater miracle which was to take place at the Last

Supper. Then Jesus again blessed bread and broke

it, but this time He provided a supernatural meal,

miraculously multiplying Himself to be the food of

the countless millions of Christians who to the end of

time will receive Him under the form of bread in Holy

Communion.
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3 i . Jesus walks on the waters of

the Sea of Galilee

Matt. 14: 22-33; Mk. 6: 45-52; Jn. 6: 16-21.

As the Apostles journeyed homewards over the lake

a violent wind arose in the south-west,, It blew steadily

against them churning the surface of the water up so

that the little ship was tossed on the waves. Rowing
against a head wind in broken w^ater is difficult work
and the wind grew so strong that they made little

progress. It was now the fourth watch of the night

—

between three and six o'clock in the morning—and it

was dark. From the mountain-side where He had

remained to pray, Jesus saw, probably by the light of

the moon, the little boat buffeted by the waves, and the

Apostles labouring in rowing against the wind. Across

the water He came to them—walking on the surface

of the stormy lake, as if it were solid ground He trod.

The boat was a few miles out when they saw Him
approach. At first they thought it was a spirit which

drew near, and being afraid they cried out in terror.

But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying: " Be

of good heart: It is I, fear ye not." Then Peter, per-

haps still in doubt, cried out: " Lord, if it be Thou,

bid me come to Thee upon the water.' ' And Jesus

said: " Come." Whereupon Peter sprang out of the

boat and walked upon the water to come to Jesus.

But seeing that the wind was still strong in force, his

heart misgave him. Even as he doubted he began to

sink. His cry for help: " Lord, save me," was imme-
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diately answered. Jesus stretched forth His hand and

took hold of him, saying: " O, thou of little faith,

why didst thou doubt ?
' When they were come into

the boat, immediately the wind ceased and speedily

they reached the shore to which they were going.

32- The Bread of Life

Jn. 6: 22-71.

The following day the great crowd who had eaten of

the loaves and fishes went about looking for Jesus.

But not finding Him or His disciples, they took ship

and went to Capharnaum. When they had found Him
they said to Him: " Master, when earnest Thou
hither ? " But Jesus, knowing what was in their minds,

rebuked them, saying: " You seek Me not because

you have seen miracles, but because you did eat of the

loaves and were filled/
5 He then explained to them

that they must net so value earthly food which is for

today only, but rather strive for that spiritual food

which will endure unto life everlasting, and which, He
said: " the Son of Man will give you." Here our

Lord was speaking for the first time of the Blessed

Eucharist, which He now promised to institute. The

Jews then asked Him what signs He showed that they

might believe that He came from God, adding that

their fathers had been given manna from heaven to

eat in the desert. Jesus replied: " My father giveth

you the true bread from heaven." Then He said these

words: " I am the living bread which came down from

heaven. If any man eat of this bread he shall live for
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ever, and the bread that I will give is My flesh for the

life of the world. . . . He that eateth My flesh and

drinketh My blood hath everlasting life, and I will

raise him up in the last day. ... As the Father hath

sent Me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth

Me, the same also shall live by Me. This is the bread

that came down from heaven. . . . He that eateth

this bread shall live for even"

The Jews began to argue amongst themselves, say-

ing: " How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"

They did not understand His teaching about the

Eucharist and may perhaps have thought that He
was going to give them His dead flesh to eat. Some of

His disciples said: " This saying is hard, and who can

hear it? " Many of them turned away and followed

Him no more. Then Jesus said to the Twelve: " Will

you also go away? " Peter made answer, speaking for

them all, and his words must have gladdened the heart

of our Lord, grieved at the desertion of so many:
" Lord," was his reply, " to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life. And we have believed and

have known that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God."

33. The Pharisees demand a Sign from

Heaven
Matt. 16: 1-45 Mk. 8: 11-13.

It is not easy to follow our Lord's movements now, as

He went frequently from one place to another. On
one occasion He travelled beyond the north-western
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boundaries of Galilee to the districts of Tyre and

Sidon in Phoenicia, once a land of sea-traders. We are

not told that Jesus visited either of those ancient cities,

or that He taught publicly in the neighbourhood.

Jesus returned with His disciples to the lake of

Galilee, crossing from Phoenicia to Decapolis on the

eastern side of the lake. After performing several

miracles there, He sailed over the water and landed

on the western shore—probably near Magdala.

Immediately pn His arrival the Pharisees confronted

Him and this time the Sadducees had combined with

their hated rivals. If they disagreed on everything

else they could at least unite in attacking Jesus. They
challenged Him to give a sign from heaven in support

of His claim. They wanted Him to arrange for some-

thing extraordinary to happen in the heavens—per-
haps that the sun should stop or that thunderbolts

might come hurtling down to earth. Yet the miracles

He had already worked were surely a sign enough that

He had divine authority. How else could He miracu-

lously change the nature of a substance, as He had

done at Cana when water was turned into wine ? Who
but God could miraculously increase the quantity of

a substance as He had done at the feeding of the five

thousand? Who without divine power could instan-

taneously heal the sick and possessed, and raise the

dead to life?

There was plenty of proof if they wanted it. But

they were obstinate and wanted things done in their way.

Their question was a temptation like that of Satan's

when he asked Jesus to throw Himself from the pin-
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nacle of the Temple. But our Lord never used His

divine power to help Himself out of a difficulty.

Their hardness of heart made Him sad and He sighed

deeply. " A sign shall not be given to this generation,"

He replied.

34. The Confession of St. Peter and the

Promise of Our Lord
Matt. 16: 13-20; Mk. 8: 27-30; Lk. 9: 18-21.

Moving along the western shore Jesus passed through

Bethsaida and continuing northwards came to Caesarea

Philippi. This city, distant about twenty-five miles

from the Sea of Galilee, was beautifully situated. It

stood more than a thousand feet above sea level, sur-

rounded by cliffs and woods, with Mount Hermon
sheer and majestic in the background. Out from a

dark cavern in the hills beyond the city comes the

principal source of the Jordan. The waters sparkle in

the sunlight as the stream rushes onwards towards the

plain.

The Greeks had called this lovely place Paneas, but

Philip, the Tetrarch, in whose territory it lay, rebuilt

it, changing the name to Caesarea, in honour of the

emperor Tiberius. The members of the Herod family

were all anxious to keep in favour with the authorities

at Rome. He added Philippi to the name in order to

distinguish it from the coastal city of the same name.

The population was mostly Gentile, and here our Lord

was not harassed by the Pharisees.



*3

D* 93



94 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
He had brought His disciples away from the

clamour of the lakeside for a most solemn purpose.

The time had come to tell them of the Passion and

Death that awaited Him at the hands of the Jews.

Before doing this He would reveal the plan that He
had made for the foundation of His Church and for

its government after His Ascension into Heaven.

On the quiet roadside He first asked them what

did men believe Him to be. They replied that some
said He was one of the prophets who would precede

the coming of the Messiah—John the Baptist or Elias

or Jeremias. " But," said our Lord, " who do you say

that I am?" It was Peter who supplied the answer:
41 Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God." Thus,

while some of the Jews believed that Jesus was the

forerunner of the Messiah, Peter declared our Lord

was the Messiah Himself. This was the wonderful

confession of St. Peter and his statement led at once to

the foundation of the Church. The answer which

sprang so readily to his lips had been directly inspired

by God. " Blessed art thou, Simon, son of Jonah,"

said Jesus, " because flesh and blood hath not revealed

it to thee but My Father who is in heaven." Then
our Lord made clear for all to understand why at their

first meeting He had changed his name from Simon

to Peter, a word which means " rock." " Thou art

Rock," continued Jesus, " and upon this rock I will

build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not pre-

vail against it."

This solemn promise overshadowed in importance

everything that our Lord had told them. At the time
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when it was given, His mission, humanly speaking,

seemed to have ended in failure. Only a handful of

disciples remained faithful. Yet it was at such a

moment that Jesus founded His society, with Peter,

the fisherman, at its head, and furthermore He gave to

it the pledge of immortality. Nearly two thousand

years have passed since the tiny seed of the Kingdom
of God was planted on that lonely road near Caesarea

Philippi, and into what a mighty tree has it since

grown! The succeeding centuries in turn have borne

witness to the divine wisdom of the plan of Him who
designed it all. In spite of the unceasing efforts of the

powers of evil, the Church has triumphed, and in the

farthest corners of the world works unceasingly for

the salvation of souls.

Our Lord then gave directions for the government

of His Church after His death. To Peter He said:

" I will give to thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.

And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth it shall be

bound also in heaven and whatsoever thou shalt loose

on earth it shall be loosed also in heaven." In the

absence of the Master the trusted servant will keep

the keys of the household. So Peter is placed in

charge of the followers of Christ on earth. This power

of the keys indicates his complete authority. The
decisions which he finds it necessary to take on earth

will be approved also in heaven.

Thus Peter became the first Pope, and after our

Lord's Ascension Peter, guided by the Holy Spirit,

directed the affairs of the infant Church. When he

was martyred at Rome, the office which his death left
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vacant was filled. So to the present time there has

been a continuous li'ne of successors. Today, there-

fore, the Church stands secure on the rock on which

Christ founded it; and today, as then, the pledge

given by Him holds good: " The gates of hell shall

not prevail against it."

3 5 . Jesus foretells His Passion and

Resurrection

Matt. 1 6: 21-285 ML 8: 31-395 Lk. 9: 22-27.

The Apostles were forbidden by our Lord to reveal

what had taken place on the road to Caesarea Philippi.
5 He commanded His disciples that they should tell

no one He was Jesus, the Christ" If they spread the

news that He was the Messiah, the Jews, still expect-

ing a king who would bring in an era of wonderful

prosperity, would have misunderstood it, From
what follows it is clear that the Apostles themselves

were not free from the dream of a Messiah who would

be an earthly king. Their high hopes wert now swept

away as they learned the humiliation our Lord was to

endure.

He said to them: " The Son of Man must suffer

many things and be rejected by the ancients and by the

high priests and the scribes, and be killed, and the

third day rise again." There was no mistaking so

clear a statement. Their beloved Master would be put

to death by the Jews. Peter was struck with horror.

In his burning devotion his first thoughts were that
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Jesus should be spared so terrible a fate. So he said:

" Lord, be it far from Thee: this shall not be unto

Thee."

A few moments earlier Jesus had praised him for

his faith: now He turned and rebuked him saying:

" Go behind me, Satan, because thou savourest not

the things that are of God but the things that are of

men/ 5 The reason for the rebuke was that Peter, in

his zeal and fear for his Lord, had attempted to oppose

his own will to the declared will of God which had

ordained that Christ was to suffer at the hands of men.

Calling now to the people who stood near by, Jesus

taught them together with His disciples. He told them

that if they were to serve Him faithfully they must

follow His example, choosing always that which is

good and true and pleasing to God, at no matter what

cost to themselves: " If anv man will come after Me.
let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow

Me." By this He meant us to understand that Chris-

tians are sure to meet with opposition and even per-

secution in this world. If we are loyal to Christ and to

our religion, it may be that we shall have to make
sacrifices in the practice of it. Difficulties may be

thrown in our way, or we may be laughed at, and

efforts made to draw us away. But we are to understand

that no persecution, no loss, no hardship, can be

weighed for one moment against the value of our

soul: " For whosoever will save his life shall lose it.

For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole

world and suffer the loss of his soul ?
' So great is the

value of our souls in God's sight that He came down
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from heaven and suffered a cruel death to pay the price

of our sins. This ought to show us how dear we are to

God.

Our Lord concluded His discourse by saying:
" For he that shall be ashamed of Me and of My
words, of him the Son of Man shall be ashamed when
He shall come in His majesty." And again: " For the

Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with

His angels, and then will He render to every man
according to his works." While the true service of

God must be wholehearted, without thought of our-

selves or of what we shall gain by it, in His tender

love our Lord gives us encouragement and comfort by

telling us that those who do His will, will, in the end,

receive a great reward.

36- The Transfiguration

Matt. 17: 1-13; Mk. 9: 1-12; Lk. 9: 28-36.

About a week after the Confession of St. Peter^ three

of the Apostles, Peter, James and John, were shown a

glimpse of the glory of our Lord's divinity, Jesus led

them up to a high mountain and was transfigured

before them. A very old tradition says that it was

Mount Tabor they ascended. This beautiful moun-
tain rises suddenly from the plain south-east of Nazareth

at a distance of about forty-five miles from Caesarea.

Along slopes covered with shrubs and trees the road

to the summit winds its way. From the top, which

is shaped like a dome, a magnificent panorama is
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spread out stretching from the Lake of Galilee to

the Mediterranean.

When they made the ascent our Lord went apart,

as was His custom, to pray, while the Apostles, weary

from the long climb, fell asleep. When they awakened

they beheld a dazzling vision of heavenly glory. Before

them they saw Christ transfigured: that is, His appear-

ance was completely changed. His face shone like the

sun and His garments became radiant with a whiteness

such as was never seen on earth. As they gazed in

rapture at the wondrous sight, they became aware of

two other figures, Moses and Elias, majestic and

glorious in their appearance. They spoke to Jesus of

the death which He was to suffer at Jerusalem. Thus
the appearance of the two greatest figures of the Old

Testament confirmed the prediction of His Passion.

St. Peter was first to express the feelings of rap-

ture which filled himself and his two companions.
" Master," he said, scarcely realizing the words that fell

from his lips, " it is good for us to be here: let us

make three tabernacles,1 one for Thee, one for Moses,

and one for Elias." Even as he was speaking a bright

cloud overshadowed the Apostles and they were filled

with fear. Then was heard the voice of God the

Father speaking from the clouds: " This is My be-

loved Son in Whom I am wr
ell pleased: hear ye Him/'

Hearing the voice, and being greatly afraid, they flung

themselves prostrate on the ground and there remained

until Jesus touched them saying: " Arise and fear

not." Then lifting up their eyes they saw Jesus only

1 Huts or shelters.
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and their courage returned to them. Slowly they went

down the mountain-side thinking of the wonders they

had seen.

The Transfiguration was a token of the future glory

of Christ and was shown to strengthen the faith of the

Apostles during times of difficulty and trial to come.

Many of the Fathers of the Church believe that Peter,

James and John were specially chosen by our Lord to

see Him in His glory because they were the three who
were present with Him during His agony in the Gar-

den of Gethsemani. At that moment of anguish, when
He had been abandoned by the people and was about

to be driven to death bv their leaders, when His

mission seemed to have ended in failure and thev were

in utter desolation, the memory of the glorious vision

on Mount Tabor would help to strengthen their faith

in Christ.

37. Jesus goes to Jerusalem

Lk. 9: 51-56; Jn. 7, 8.

An important point in the life of our Lord was now
reached. His mission in the north of Palestine had

come to an end. The hour of His final conflict with the

Jewish leaders was drawing near and " He steadfastly

set His face to go to Jerusalem."

Through Galilee He passed, quietly instructing His

disciples and preparing them for the coming struggle.

For the second time He foretold His Passion and

Resurrection and again they failed to understand and
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were afraid to ask Him. Yet this was their last journey

together through the lovely country-side of Galilee and

within a few months Jesus would have met His death.

The Feast of Tabernacles had already begun when
He reached Jerusalem. This was the third of the great

Jewish festivals. It brought to the Holy City an un-

usually large number of pilgrims from foreign lands.

They came from Mediterranean lands as distant as

Spain, and from countries as far away in the east as

India. Everywhere tabernacles—huts of leafy boughs

—were erected, in the streets and on the flat housetops,

in memory of the journey of the Israelites through the

wilderness. It was autumn time, and the festival was

one of thanksgiving for the harvest which had now
been gathered in. Gay and festive was the city for the

great feast.

Straight to the Temple, into the very midst of His

enemies, went Jesus, and there in the great courtyard

where groups of devout Jews were instructed by the

Rabbis, He preached. Despite the anger and hostility

of the Pharisees many listened and believed in Him.
The truth which He spoke, He declared, He had heard

from His Father, the God whom they said they glori-

fied. By believing in Him and His teaching they

would obtain the salvation that had been promised to

Abraham.

Such a statement the Pharisees could not ignore.

They were now compelled to choose. Either they

should believe that Jesus was Christ, the Son of God,

or else He should be stoned as a blasphemer. Their

decision was soon made. " They took up stones
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therefore to cast at Him. But Jesus hid Himself and
went out of the Temple/ '

The Gospel of St. John 5
which relates the events

during the Feast of Tabernacles, makes sad reading.

Single-handed, Jesus faces the host of His adversaries.

Constantly they interrupt His teaching. Hoping to

ensnare Him, they argue and cross-examine. In their

hearts they had already marked out our Lord for

destruction. Only the Roman authority, however,

had the power to inflict the punishment of death, and

so He moved openly through Jerusalem without inter-

ference,

38- The Man Born Blind

Jn. 9: 1-41.

One day shortly after the dispute in the Temple, when
the Jews had openly shown their anger and hostility,

our Lord, passing along the road, noticed a man who
had been born without the power of sight, sitting by

the wayside begging. Among the Jews the belief was

common that such a misfortune was a punishment for

sin. This explains why the disciples asked the ques-

tion: " Who hath sinned, this man or his parents, that

he should have been born blind ?" Jesus replied that

the blindness was not due to sin either on the man's

part or that of his parents, but in order ' that the

works of God should be shown in him." Having thus

told His hearers the purpose of the miracle He was

about to perform, He concluded: " As long as I am
in the wwld, I am the Light of the world." We must
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remember that all our Lord's actions had a spiritual

meaning and intention, not only for the Jews but also

for ourselves. In these words He is likening the dark-

ness of one born without sight to the blindness of the

hearts and souls of men, which is only to be cured by

faith in Him. Think what a blindness it was from

which this poor man suffered. Not just the blindness

from accident or disease of one who had possessed

sight and lost it. The words " to see " had no meaning

at all for this man.

When our Lord had answered the disciples' ques-

tion, He spat on the ground, and mixing a little clay

with His finger He spread it upon the blind man's

eyes, saying as He did so: " Go, wash in the Pool of

Siloe." The waters of this pool have never possessed

healing power, as do, for example, the springs at

Tiberias. The pool provided a water supply for dom-
estic use in the city. The stream which feeds it flows

along a tunnel cut through the rock on which the city

is built. The women of the little village near by may
be seen today, washing clothes in the pool.

The blind man then went to the pool, and when he

had washed away the clay, his eyes were opened, and

he saw the world for the first time. His miraculous

cure soon became the talk of the city as well indeed it

might. Neighbours in their astonishment, asked:
" Is not this he that sat and begged?' Others said:

" This is he." They then pressed him to say how it

was his eyes had been opened. His answer was simple:

That man that is called Jesus made clay and anointed

my eyes, and said to me : Go to the Pool of Siloe and
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wash. And I went, I washed, and I see." Still un-

believing, his hearers asked him: "Where is he?"
To which he replied: " I know not."

It was then considered that the case was one to be

referred to the Pharisees, and to them was brought the

man whose marvellous cure had made him the centre

of such excitement. Again he was asked to say how he

had been healed. His answer was the same as before:

" He put clay upon my eyes, and I washed, and I see."

His statement was firm and unshaken, and his ques-

tioners were at a loss.

The miracle had been performed on the Sabbath,

and this fact, thought some of the Pharisees, might

give them a way of escape from the difficulty in which

the man's clear and steadfast account had placed them.
" This man," they declared—meaning our Lord-

—
" is

not of God, who keepeth not the Sabbath." Some
of them, however, were of a different opinion and

asked how could a man who was a sinner work

such a miracle ? The learned doctors of the law wrere

divided amongst themselves and were making no

headway. So they turned again to the man, this

time seeking his opinion: "What sayest thou of Him
that hath opened thy eyes?" Simple and fearless

was his answer: "He is a prophet." Still unwill-

ing to believe his story that he had been born blind

and had received his sight, they called as witnesses his

parents. From them the Pharisees no doubt hoped to

learn that their son had once been able to see, in which

case it could be made knowrn that his cure was the

passing of a temporary ailment. The parents, who
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were poor and simple, and unused to talking with

learned rabbis, were alarmed. For it was known that

the Pharisees had agreed that if any man should con-

fess that Jesus was the Christ, he should be put out of

the Synagogue. This was a dreadful punishment for

any Jew, but particularly hard on the poor, for an

unsynagogued person was treated as an outcast, and

cut off from his fellows as if he were a leper* If this fate

befell them it would mean the loss of their livelihood.

So they spoke only of what they themselves knew, and

did not refer to Him who had worked the cure. The
Pharisees asked them: l

Is this your son who you say

was born blind? How then doth he now see? " " We
know that this is our son," they replied, " and that he

was born blind. But how he now seeth we know not,

nor who hath opened his eyes/' They added that if the

Pharisees wished to know more they should ask him
—he was old enough to speak for himself.

The judges were baffled: they tried to escape from

their difficulty another way. They recalled the healed

man and told him that the glory must be given to God,

for the man whom he believed to have cured him was

known by them to be a sinner. Perhaps if this admis-r

sion were made, they could let the matter drop. But

the man remained obstinately honest: " If he be a

sinner, I know not; one thing I know, that whereas

I was blind, now I see.
,! They then tried to confuse

him by more questioning: "What did He to thee?

How did He open thy eyes?" They were now back

where they started. St. John tells the story in great

detail in order to point out how the Jews wilfully
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blinded themselves to the facts, and sinned deliberately.

The repetition of the same questions wearied the

man. He said they had already heard from him all

that he knew. And with dry humour he added :
" Why

would you hear it again? Will you also become His

disciples ?" This was too much for them. To think

that they, leaders of the people and guardians of the

law, should be so addressed by a beggar who cried for

alms by the wayside! They poured scorn on him for

his impertinence, at the same time trying to defend

themselves. They were the disciples of Moses to

whom God had spoken, but as for this man they knew
nothing about him. The beggar was not silenced, he

was ready with his reply; Why here, said he, was a

wonderful thing that they did not know about this

man. For never since the beginning of the world had

it been known that the eyes of one born blind had been

opened. " Unless this man were of God," he added,
" He could not do anything." The tables had indeed

been turned, the teachers of the law were themselves

being taught! They thundered at him. Did he that

had been born in sin dare to teach them ? Furious with

indignation, they cast him out of the synagogue. But

the very pains they had taken to show that there was

nothing extraordinary about the cure had established

beyond doubt that a wonderful miracle had taken

place.

When Jesus had heard of the treatment the healed

man had received at the hands of the Pharisees, He
sought him out. And this may well have been the

first time that the eyes to which He had given sight
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rested upon Him. One question our Lord asked him:
" Dost thou believe in the Son of God ? " The man was

puzzled, not knowing to whom our Lord referred.

"Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?"
Then Jesus revealed Himself: " Thou hast both seen

Him, and it is He that talketh with thee." The man
understood; here was the answer to all the questions.

" I believe, Lord," was his cry; and falling at His

feet, he adored Him. Jesus who had given earthly

sight to his eyes had now shed heavenly light on his

soul.

39. The Good Shepherd

Jn. 10: 1—2 1.

After He had restored sight to the man born blind,

our Lord continued to speak to the Pharisees, rebuking

them for their refusal to accept the witness of His

miracles in spite of their knowledge of the prophecies

of Scripture. Then, by His story of the Good Shep-

herd, He showed them that by their obstinate blind-

ness they were shutting themselves out of the kingdom

of God. The picture which our Lord drew of the

Shepherd and the Sheep was one with which all His

hearers were familiar. Palestine is a land of shepherds.

Their wray of tending the sheep is different from ours,

and to understand the story something should be

known about the methods they use.

In the Holy Land the shepherd does not drive his

flock before him. He walks in front, and the sheep

follow him like dogs. Daily he leads them to the
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pasture land and watches over them till evening comes.

If they are inclined to stray, the sound of his voice calls

them back. At night the flocks are gathered into an

enclosure surrounded by a wall. More than one herd

may share the same sheepfold during the night. To
protect them from wild beasts and thieves a guard is

placed at the door. In the morning when the shepherd

comes to collect the flock, he calls to them, and the

sheep, recognizing his voice, gather round him. This

is a scene which you may watch in Palestine today.

The shepherds stand a little distance from the door,

and as the sheep pour out, they run to their own master

in answer to his call.

Our Lord began by saying that only he who enters

by the door of the sheepfold is the true shepherd of the

sheep. All who attempt to go in by some other way
are thieves and robbers. When the true shepherd has

let out his sheep, he goes before them, and they follow

him because they know his voice. His hearers did not

understand His meaning, so He said to them again,

plainly: " Amen, I say to you, I am the door of the

sheep." Yes, He is both the door and the shepherd

and only through Him can we enter the fold. Only

through faith in Christ can we enter the kingdom of

God. To those who are admitted He gives this pledge:

" By Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved."

Continuing His discourse, Jesus said: "I am the

Good Shepherd and I know Mine and Mine know Me."
Those who belong to the fold of Christ answer His

call and He leads them to the pastures of eternal life.

To the Gentiles He gives the promise that they too
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will be admitted to His Church, so that in the end
" there shall be one fold and one shepherd/'

Our Lord also gave a warning against false teachers

who would lead them astray and abandon them in the

moment of danger. The good shepherd, rather than

desert his flock, would die for them. Here Jesus again

referred to His coming death: " I lay down My life

for My sheep. " This He will do of His own free will.

Men could not take His life from Him—freely and

by His own choice will He lay it down for His flock.

So too by His own power will He again take up His
life. All this Christ will do in obedience to the will of

God the Father: " Therefore doth the Father love

Me: because I lay down My life, that I may take it

up again."

The Jews then began to argue among themselves

about these words. He had said He would Himself

choose the time when He would die and that He
would rise again from the dead. Many of them de-

clared that one wrho could talk in this way must be

possessed by an evil spirit. But others, remembering

the power of Him who had given sight to one blind

from birth, thought otherwise and wondered if there

might be truth in His tremendous claims.

They therefore crowded round Him demanding

that He should tell them plainly if He was the Christ.

Jesus replied: " I speak to you and you believe not:

the works that I do in the name of My Father, they

give testimony of Me. But you do not believe because

you are not of My sheep. My sheep hear My voice;

and I know them and they follow Me. And I give them
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life everlasting . . . and no man can snatch them

out of the hand of My Father. I and the Father are

one." Then the Jews took up stones to stone Him, but

He escaped and went again beyond the Jordan.

40. The Parable of the Good
Samaritan
Lk. 10: 25-37.

Our Lord was addressing His disciples and a group

of people amongst whom there was a " lawyer "—one

skilled in the knowledge of the Scriptures and expert

in explaining the law. Seeking perhaps to test our

Lord's wrisdom, he put this question to Him: " Master,

what must I do to possess eternal life?" Possibly he

hoped that an argument would follow so that he could

display his owrn learning. Whatever he expected he

found himself cornered, for Jesus said to him: " What
is written in the Law? How readest thou?" His

answer was a summary of the ten Commandments as

given in the Law of Moses: "Thou shalt love the

Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy

whole soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy

mind, and thy neighbour as thyself." " Thou hast

answered right," replied our Lord, " this do, and thou

shalt live."

The lawyer was not satisfied. What he had intended

as a problem for discussion had been easily dealt with,

and furthermore, he had been made to supply the

answer himself. Wishing perhaps to show that the
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matter could not be settled so easily, he asked again:

"And who is my neighbour?" This was a more diffi-

cult question than the first, and one about which the

rabbis frequently argued. It was held by the Jews

that only a fellow-Israelite was a " neighbour," and

there were Pharisees who considered it actually un-

lawful to show kindness or mercy to a Samaritan or

any jion-Jew. In the parable which followed, our Lord

rebuked this narrow and uncharitable view and settled

once and for all the question as to who our neighbour

is.

The scene of the payable was laid on the remarkable

mountain road which covers the twenty-three miles

from Jerusalem to Jericho. Downward the road

plunges, a winding white ribbon dazzling in the

brilliant sunshine, dropping four thousand feet before

reaching the Jordan plain where Jericho lies. As the

traveller descends, the air becomes almost unbearably

hot and on either hand the mountainous rocks rise

arid and parched. These bleak and desolate limestone

hills were long the abode of robbers who had number-

less caves in the wilderness to which they could re-

treat.

A certain man, said our Lord, went down from

Jerusalem to Jericho and on his way he fell among
thieves. They attacked him and deprived him of all

that he had, stripping him even of his garments. Then
leaving him half dead from his wrounds, they wrent

their wray. It chanced that a priest came by, but al-

though he saw the injured man, he made no move to

help him and so passed on. In like manner a Levite,
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one of those whose duty it was to assist the priests at

the Temple, also went his way without giving aid.

But a Samaritan, one whom the Jews despised and

hated, journeying along the road saw the helpless

victim and was moved with pity. He bound up his

wounds, dressing them with the oil and wire which, as

was customary among travellers in the East, he carried

with him on his journey. Then placing the injured

man on his own animal, he walked alongside until they

reached an inn. There the Samaritan continued to care

for him, and on the following day before resuming his

journey, he gave the host two denarii—as much money
as a labourer would earn in two days—saying: " Take
care of him and whatever thou shalt spend over and

above, I, at my return, will repay thee."

Here ended the parable, and our Lord turning to

the lawyer said: " Which of these three, thinkest

thou, was neighbour to him that fell among thieves ?

'

For the second time the lawyer found himself supply-

ing the answer to his own question. " He that showed

mercy on him." He had answered rightly. " Go thou

and do likewise," replied Jesus.

We learn from this parable that anyone who is in

need of help is our neighbour, no matter to what

country or religion he belongs, and to all who are in

distress—even our enemies—we should, like the Good
Samaritan, show kindness and mercy.

<
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41. The "Our Father" or The Lord's

Prayer

Matt. 6: 7-14; 7: 7—1 1 ; Lk. 11: 1-4.

On one occasion Jesus was praying and one of His

disciples, when He had ceased, said: " Lord, teach us

to pray as John also taught his disciples." In answer

to this request Jesus spoke the words known to us as

the " Our Father," or " The Lord's Prayer."

" Thus, therefore," said Jesus, " shall you pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for-

give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. Amen."
The Our Father is the model of all prayers. It was

composed by Christ Himself and the words which we
speak when we say the Our Father are those which He
taught His Apostles.

God must have first place in our thoughts and so

the first three petitions in the Our Father relate to

God. We begin by acknowledging that He is the

Father of us all—not just my Father but our Father.

We are therefore all brethren. (1)
" Hallowed be Thy

name." Here we praise God and pray that His name
may be kept holy* (2)

" Thy kingdom come." This is

a prayer that His kingdom may spread throughout the

world and that He may reign in the hearts of all man-
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kind. (3)

" Thy will be done on earth as it is in

heaven. The angels and saints perfectly fulfil God's

will. We pray that mankind too may have the same

and only purpose of doing God's will and that earth

may become like heaven.

Then follow three requests for ourselves. (1)
" Give

us this day our daily bread.
5" Here we ask for all that

we need for soul and body. (2)
" Forgive us our tres-

passes as we forgive them that trespass against us."

Our Lord Himself explains the meaning of this peti-

tion: " For if you will forgive men their offences your

heavenly Father will forgive you also your offences.

But if you will not forgive men, neither will your

Father forgive you your offences." (3)
" Lead us not

into temptation but deliver us from evil." We pray

that we may be spared from such temptations as might

overcome us, and that we may be delivered from all sin

and evil.

Every prayer, which is what it should be, will be

heard. We have our Lord's own promise for this:

" And I say to you, Ask, and it shall be given to you:

seek, and you shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened

to you. For everyone that asketh, receiveth; and he

that seeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it

shall be opened."

We must pray therefore writh confidence and we

must persevere in our prayers. God wants us to show

our trust in Him by doing so. But we must remember

in making our requests that He knows what is neces-

sary for us. " Your Father knoweth what is needful

for you before you ask Him," said Jesus. In making
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our requests therefore we should bear this thought in

our minds—" If it be Thy holy Will."

42. The Disciples are instructed about

their future Preaching
Matt. 10: I7~20 5 24-33; Lk. 12: 1-12.

Jesus bade His disciples to allow nothing, not even the

fear of death, to prevent them from confessing openly

their faith in Him. The time would come when they

were to preach His Gospel from the very housetops.

It was the custom in the East to make announcements

to the people from the fiat roofs of the houses. Every-

thing, continued our Lord, is open to the eyes of the

Father, and not the smallest act can take place without

His will. If then the disciples are persecuted for

teaching the doctrine of Christ, if they are put to death

by His enemies, it will only be because the Father has

willed it. They must never lose heart or feel themselves

abandoned. Then He said to them: " Fear ye not

them that kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul

:

but rather fear him that can destroy both soul and

body into hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ?

and not one of them shall fall on the ground without

your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all

numbered. Fear not therefore, better are you than

many sparrows. Everyone therefore that shall confess

Me before men, I will also confess him before

Father who is in heaven/
'

E
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43, A Parable warning against becom-

ing too fond of the things of this world
Lk. 12: 13-21.

Our Lord warned the crowd who had gathered round

Him against hoarding up earthly possessions and set-

ting too high a value on the things of this world. As
the love of riches grows, so the love of God dies. The
folly of such action Jesus showed in this parable. The
land of a certain rich man yielded an unusually good

harvest. To store the grain he decided to pull down
his barns and build bigger ones. So vast a quantity of

wealth, he thought, meant a long period of happiness

and ease. He never stopped for a moment to consider

that there was a God above all who might cut short his

time on earth. So he addressed his soul saying: " Thou
hast much goods laid up for many years : take thy rest,

eat, drink, make good cheer." But God said to him:
" Thou fool, this night do they require thy soul of

thee: and whose shall these things be which thou

hast provided ?" Such was the judgment passed on

the rich man who in his foolishness forgot that his

soul was far more precious than earthly goods, and

that the real treasure was the kingdom of God.

44 . The Parable of the Prodigal Son
Lk. 15: 11-32.

When Publicans and sinners drew near to listen to the

teaching of Jesus the Scribes and Pharisees murmured
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because He allowed such people to approach Him.
The Pharisees avoided sinners but our Lord sought

them out, spoke to them and even dined with them.

For God is merciful—He wants the sinner to return

to Him and encourages him to do so. In order to

explain what this divine mercy is, Jesus spoke the

parable of the Prodigal Son—the most beautiful and

vivid story of God's mercy in the Gospels.

A certain father, said our Lord, had two sons. The
younger son, tiring of his home and attracted by the

pleasures of the world, demanded from his father the

share of the inheritance which would come to him

after his father's death. Without complaint the father

gave him his share. Now that his beloved son was

about to forsake him, his property mattered little to

him. Then the younger son went to a far-off country

and there wasted his money in riotous living. Because

of this he is called the prodigal son: the word " pro-

digal " means " wasteful ", " extravagant ".

In time all his money was squandered, and then

there came a great famine. No one had anything to

spare for the homeless and penniless wanderer, and he

found himself in sore distress. He entered the service

of a rich man who sent him into the country to his

farm to tend the pigs. So hungry was he that he

envied the pigs the coarse beans on which they fed.

In his misery he reflected that the servants in his

father's house were well cared for while he perished

miserably with hunger. He saw the folly of his waste-

ful life and said to himself: " I will arise, and will go

to my father, and say to him, ' Father, I have sinned
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against heaven, and before thee: I am not worthy to

be called thy son : make me as one of thy hired ser-

vants/
"

The repentant wanderer set out for home. His

father saw him while he was yet a long way off and

was moved with compassion. He ran forward to meet

him, and in his joy at his return embraced him ten-

derly: " Father, I have sinned against heaven and

before thee, and am not worthy to be called thy son

began the returned prodigal. But he had not time in

which to finish what he had resolved to say. His

father had already forgiven him and did not wait for

his son to accuse himself further, or to ask to be hired

as a labourer. He called to his servants: " Bring forth

quickly the first robe 1 and put it on him, and put a ring

on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring hither

the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat and make
merry. Because this my son was dead, and is come to

life again: was lost, and is found.

"

The father of course reoresents God and the son

stands for the sinner. The extraordinary happiness of

the father when his repentant son returns, pictures for

us the loving forgiveness of God when the sinner

repents and returns to Him.
The Parable goes on to relate howr the elder son, on

learning that the music and dancing in his home was

in honour of his brother's return, was angry and would

not enter into the house. When his father came out to

entreat him, he protested that though he had always

been an obedient son, never had a calf been killed for

1 Best dress.
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him and his friends. With loving patience the father

replied to this outburst of ill-temper: " Son, thou art

always with me, and all that I have is thine. But it was

fit that we should make merry and be glad, for this

thy brother was dead and is come to life again; he

was lost, and is found/' So does God ask the just to

be generous and merciful, as He is, towards the

wrongdoer who repents and is truly sorry for his sins.

45. Our Lord welcomes the Little

Children

Matt. 19: 13-15; Mk. 10: 13-16; Lk. 18: 15-17.

Our Lord and His disciples were gathered in a house.

He was answering questions they put to Him about

the teaching He had given to the multitude. But the

conversation in which they were so absorbed was in-

terrupted. A number of little children were brought

in so that He might lay His hands on them. Most
likely they were accompanied by their mothers, some,

no doubt, infants in arms. Such faith had they that

in His touch lay some special blessing for their little

ones.

But the disciples were annoyed at the interruption

and scolded those wrho brought the children. When
Jesus saw this, He was much displeased and calling

the disciples He said: " Suffer the little children to

come unto Me and forbid them not, for of such is the

kingdom of God." Then with loving-kindness He
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embraced the little ones and laying His hands upon
them blessed them.

Thus our Lord reminds us that we can enter His

kingdom only when we put our trust in Him and come
to Him as our Friend.

46. The Raising of Lazarus

Jn. 11: 1-44.

Lazarus, whose name is now mentioned in the Gospel

of St. John for the first time, is introduced as one

whom our Lord loved. He lived at Bethany, a little

village not quite two miles from Jerusalem, with his

sisters Martha and Mary. Our Lord had a deep

affection for this little household as the following

miracle shows.

Jesus was across the Jordan, about a day's journey

from Bethany, when messengers suddenly arrived

from the sisters saying: " Lord, he whom Thou
lovest is sick." In reply our Lord said: " This sick-

ness is not unto death but for the glory of God that

the Son of God may be glorified by it." The
Apostles thought, naturally enough, from our Lord's

words that Lazarus would not die, but that he would

be miraculously healed and through his cure glory

would be given to God. But, as will be seen, our

Lord's words had a deeper meaning. Indeed in all

probability Lazarus was already dead when the mes-

sage reached Him, and this Jesus would have known.

Yet it was only after the lapse of two days that He
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decided to go to Bethany. ' Let us go into Judaea

again," He said to the disciples. But they, fearing that

His life might be in danger, pleaded with Him not to

undertake the journey. " Of late/' they urged, " the

Jews sought to stone Thee, and goest Thou thither

again?
"

Jesus reassured them saying there was nothing to

fear as yet, and they listened in silence while He con-

tinued: " Lazarus our friend sleepeth but I go that

I may wake him out of his sleep." Now with the Jews

sleep was believed to be a sign of recovery, and the

disciples, still eager to dissuade Jesus from going into

danger, pointed out that in that case there was no

need for Him to make the journey. " If he sleep,"

they said, " he shall do well." But our Lord was re-

ferring not to a natural sleep but to the sleep of death.

They had misunderstood Him and He therefore made
His meaning clear. He told them that Lazarus was

dead, adding: "And I am glad, for your sakes, that I

was not there that you may believe: But let us go to

him." With misgivings in their hearts they prepared

to accompany Him. It was Thomas who voiced their

feelings: " Let us also go that wre may die with Him."
When they arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had been

buried four days. Word of our Lord's coming was

brought to the sisters, and Martha went out imme-

diately to meet Him. Mary remained in the house

with the Jews who had come to comfort the sisters in

their grief. " Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died," were the words that fell from

Martha's lips as she approached Jesus. When He



i24 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
answered that her brother would rise again, she thought

that our Lord was speaking of the end of the world when
all mankind will rise from the dead. So she replied:
44

I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at

the Last Day." Then Jesus spoke these beautiful

words: " I am the resurrection and the life: he that

believeth in Me, although he be dead, shall live, and

everyone that liveth and believeth in Me, shall not

die for ever." He was God, who, when He so pleased,

could restore life. Anyone believing in Him would,

after the death of the body, live for ever hereafter. In

answer to His question: " Believest thou this?'

Martha confessed her faith in these words: "Lord,

I have believed that Thou art Christ, the Son of the

living God, who art come into this world,"

Martha then went back to Mary and told her pri-

vately that the Master had come and was calling her.

Mary rose at once, and those who had been trying to

console her followed, thinking perhaps that she had

gone to weep at her brother's grave. On coming to

where Jesus stood, she threw herself at His feet salut-

ing Him as Martha had done: " Lord, if Thou hadst

been here, my brother had not died." She wept bitterly,

as did also the Jews who were with her. Our Lord

was deeply moved by the sad scene: " He groaned in

the spirit and troubled Himself," says the evangelist.

And, when at His request they led Him to the grave,

Jesus wept. " Behold how He loved him," cried

some of the Jews. Others wrere critical and asked:
" Could not He that opened the eyes of the man born

blind, have caused that this man should not die?"
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Our Lord heeded them not, but came and stood before

the sepulchre. The tomb in which Lazarus was laid

was hollowed out of the rock. On a stone shelf within

lay the body, which had been anointed with spices and

wrapped in grave clothes. Across the entrance was

placed a large stone. Jesus commanded that it should

be moved away. Martha was uneasy at this, for it was

believed that decay set in on the fourth day, and she

reminded our Lord that corruption of the body would

already have begun. He rebuked her saying: " Did

I not say to thee, that if thou believe, thou shalt see

the glory of God? " The stone was therefore taken

away, and lifting up His eyes, our Lord gave thanks

to the Father. He prayed aloud so that the bystanders

would know that what they were about to witness was

done through the power of God.

Then in a loud voice He cried out: " Lazarus,

come forth." And from the darkness of the tomb into

the living light of day came Lazarus, wrapped in the

garments of death. " Loose him," said Jesus, " and

let him go."

47. The Death of Jesus is planned

Jn. 1 1 : 45-56.

On learning of the raising of Lazarus from the dead

the Pharisees became more hostile than ever and met

together with the chief priests to discuss a plan to rid

themselves of our Lord. In their hatred of Him they

were all. united. Yet there were some amongst them
F*



126 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
who were reluctant to hand over a fellow-Israelite to

the pagan power of Rome. It was felt, however, that

matters could not be left as they were. They all knew
that Jesus was believed to work miracles and that

multitudes of people were moved by Him. If things

went on like this. His followers would acclaim Him as

the Messiah. Disturbances and bloodshed would

follow. Then the Romans who had control of Palestine

would have the excuse they wanted, and stepping in

would deprive the Jews of the few rights they still

enjoyed. Service in the Temple would be at an end.

" The Romans will come/' they said, " and take away

our place and nation." It was Caiaphas, the High
Priest, who put forward the treacherous and base plan

to which the council finally agreed. He stated falsely

that Jesus was a danger to the state. In order, therefore

that the nation might be spared, they should sacrifice

Him. " One man should die for the people," he

declared. Little did Caiaphas realize the hidden mean-

ing of the words that had been put into his mouth.

One Man indeed would die, but it would be for the

salvation of all mankind. Jesus Christ would lay down
His life, says St. John, " not only for the nation but

to gather together in one the children of God that were

dispersed."

So the decision was taken to put Jesus to death.

All that remained to be done was to seize Him at a

suitable opportunity and then to bring forward their

accusations. Such trial as He would receive would be

sheer mockery. Already they had decided that He
should be crucified.
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Warned, perhaps, of their schemes by friends or

relatives of John, who was well known to the house-

hold of Caiaphas, Jesus withdrew with His disciples

to Ephrem, a city about twenty miles north of Jeru-

salem. He quietly prepared for the ordeal which

awaited Him. The Jewish Pasch was close at hand

and the pilgrims were once again flocking to Jerusalem,

The chief priests had given orders that anyone who
knew where Jesus was, should bring them word so that

they might have Him seized.

At the Temple, tragedy seemed in the air, and

groups gathered in the courtyards asking each other

why our Lord had not already come and wondering

if He would venture up for the feast.

48. Jesus again foretells His Passion

Matt. 20: 17—19; Mk. 10: 32-34; Lk. 18: 31-34.

From Ephrem our Lord journeyed with the Twelve

Apostles down the Jordan valley towards Jericho. For

the last time they travelled together over ground they

had come to know so well. It was here in the River

Jordan, nearly three years before, that Jesus had been

baptised by John and in this neighbourhood the first

of His disciples had answered His call. He now
announced to them His intention to return to Jeru-

salem. The Apostles and 'others who followed Him
were amazed and afraid. A short time before, He had

left Jerusalem, in order, it seemed, to avoid being

arrested. Now of His own free will He was about to
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expose Himself to the malice of His enemies who, it

was well known, had decided on His death.

Twice already He had foretold His Passion and

Death, but His disciples could not bring themselves

to believe He would meet the terrible fate He had

predicted. They thought perhaps that what He said

had some hidden meaning which as yet they did not

understand. We know for certain from St. John that

the Apostles did not realize until after the Resurrection

that Jesus? would rise from the dead. They preferred

to comfort themselves by thinking of the glories of the

Messiah when He would enter into His kingdom.

But the days of Jesus were numbered and in a few

short weeks He would have died. To prepare His

Apostles for all that was to follow, He now foretold,

for the third time, His Passion and death. " The Son

of Man," He said, " shall be betrayed to the chief

priests and scribes and they shall condemn Him to

death and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to be

mocked, and scourged, and crucified. And the third

day He shall rise again.

"

This picture of His coming agony, exact in every

detail, would enable the Apostles to realize later that

His sufferings were part of a divine plan. His mission

was not to end in failure and defeat. With His death

all would not be lost. The light of the Resurrection

would succeed to the hours of darkness and sorrow.
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49. The Cure of the Blind Man of

Jericho

Matt. 20: 29-34; Mk. 10: 46-52; Lk. 18: 35-43.

When our Lord and His disciples were in the neigh-

bourhood of Jericho, a very great multitude of people

travelling up for the Pasch began to crowd around

Him. Sitting by the roadside begging for alms was a

blind man named Bartimaeus. From the noise of the

approaching multitude he knew that something unusual

was happening and he inquired the cause of the excite-

ment. When they told him that Jesus of Nazareth

was passing by, he began to cry saying: ' Jesus, Son

of David, have mercy on me." From Jewish lips this

name was the highest of tributes, for the " Son of

David " was one of the titles of the Messiah.

The crowd near the blind man bade him hold his

peace. No doubt his cries were an unwelcome interrup-

tion to the happy procession of pilgrims. But Barti-

maeus was not to be silenced: here was an opportunity

that might never come again. So he cried out the

more: " Son of David, have mercy on me." The cry

of distress reached our Lord's ears and, stopping in

answer to the appeal, He commanded the blind man
to be brought to Him. Some of those standing by

called him saying: " Be of better comfort: arise, He
calleth thee." Then Bartimaeus, casting off his cloak

and leaping up, came to Jesus. " What wilt thou that

I should do to thee? " asked our Lord. " Master, that
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I may see," came the reply. His prayer was heard.

" Go thy way," said our Lord, " thy faith hath made

thee whole." Immediately he received his sight and

in his gratitude he followed Jesus.

50. The Supper at Bethany

Matt. 26: 6-135 Mk. 14: 3-9; Jn. 12: 1-11.

Six days before the Pasch our Lord came to Bethany.

This year the feast fell on a Friday so that it was on

Saturday He arrived. The day following is known to

us as Palm Sunday. Bethany lies on the eastern side

of the Mount of Olives, and is within two miles of

Jerusalem. Here Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised

from the dead, lived with his two sisters, and the three

of them now appear again in the Gospel story, this

time at a special supper prepared in honour of Jesus.

Martha attended to the arrangements for the meal

and served, while Lazarus was one of those who
reclined at the table with Him. While they were at

supper Mary entered bringing with her a bottle con-

taining pure spikenard. This was a most precious oil

of fragrant odour. The quantity which Mary brought

—one pound in weight—would, it is calculated, cost

ten pounds of our money.

With this precious oil Mary anointed our Lord's

feet, and the whole house was filled with the sweet-

smelling perfume. Anointing the feet was a most

unusual practice and a mark of the greatest reverence

and respect. Even so, for Mary it was not enough,
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so she stooped down and, with deep devotion, wiped

His feet with her hair.

Now Judas Iscariot, who afterwards betrayed our

Lord, was present with the other disciples. To him
had been given charge of the common purse which

provided for the small needs of Christ and the Apostles.

He seems to have been secretly setting aside money
for himself, and actually stole from the purse entrusted

to his care. His shrewd eye calculated rightly that the

oil was worth three hundred denarii, a sum of about

ten pounds. The chance of laying his hands on such

a considerable sum had now slipped away—all be-

cause of what he considered to be an act of extrava-

gance.

He protested against such waste. Knowing our

Lord's love for the poor, he said craftily that the oil

should have been sold and the money it brought in

given to the poor. Jesus swept aside this hypocrisy.

Defending Mary's loving gesture. He said: " The
poor you have always wTith you; but Me you have not

always. " He knew that within a week He would have

died, and His words reveal a glimpse of the sadness

which lay heavy on Him. Mary had kept the precious

oil for His burial, He said. She had, as it were, anointed

Him beforehand.

The news that our Lord was in Bethany had spread

rapidly, and the multitudes flocked to the town. They
were eager to see Jesus and anxious also to set eyes

on Lazarus. The sight of the man raised from the

dead profoundly impressed them, and many of the

Jews went away believing in Christ. The chief priests,
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therefore, already bent on the destruction of our Lord,

resolved also to kill Lazarus. He was a living proof

of the divine power of Christ for all to see, so he too

must be destroyed. Against such wickedness and

treachery the loving action of Mary shines out clear

and radiant.

5 i . Jerusalem

Before going on to the description of the events of the

week which follows—Holy Week—you should know
something about Jerusalem. So a short account of the

city is given here.

Jerusalem stood on a rocky hill surrounded by other

barren stony heights in the centre of the mountains of

Judaea. Two small wadis or river-beds meet together

here and on the great shoulder of rock between them

the city was built. On three sides therefore it had

valleys or ravines and these were steep enough to give

the city strong protection against ancient modes of

attack. On the fourth side, the north, the ground does

not fall away: it rises gently and the defence had to

be strongest here. So the massive walls of hewn stone

which surrounded the city were especially strong on

this side. All the chief roads naturally came in here,

and the three or four arched gates through wrhich they

entered had towers or guard houses above them. The
city was therefore a well-protected fortress.

The only buildings in the Jerusalem of our Lord's

time which we need to remember are the Temple, the
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old royal palace built by Herod the Great, and the

citadel or fort.

The Temple occupied a great oblong space just

inside the eastern wall right above the steep slope

which went down to the brook called Cedron—one of

the two wadis mentioned above. It is always dry,

except after heavy rain. The royal palace was a strong

building and stood on the other side of the city over-

looking the other river-bed. The last king to live in

it was Archelaus, who had been deposed many years

before in a.d. 6. The fort adjoined the Temple on the

north side but stood farther back from the valley and

at a higher level so that from the top of its towers one

could look down into the Temple area. A broad flight

of steps led down from the fort right into the great

courtyard. The fort itself, a place of enormous

strength, was built by Herod the Great early in his

career when his power in Jerusalem was still uncertain.

He had named it " Antonia " in honour of the Roman
general, Mark Antony, who then ruled all that part

of the world. It was a square building with huge

towers at the corners and a large courtyard in the

middle, paved with great slabs of stone. Nearly all

these stones are still to be seen in exactly the same

position as they were in our Lord's time. They were

discovered some years ago underground and covered

with debris. It is very likely that the Roman governor

made this fort his headquarters when he was in

Jerusalem and that our Lord's trial before Pilate took

place in this very courtyard.

A force of Roman soldiers was always on duty at
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the Antonia. Sentries kept a constant watch over the

Temple courtyard below, and the soldiers were ready

to march down if any disorder broke out among the

great crowds who often gathered there.

In the area outside the city gates were some suburbs

and many scattered buildings. Just outside one of

these gates was the suburb of Golgotha. Here on a

piece of waste sloping ground, close to a main road

and with the city wall only a few steps away, our Lord

was crucified.

5 2 • Palm Sunday : The Entry into

Jerusalem

Matt. 2i : i-n$ Mk. n: i-ii; Lk. 19: 29-44;

Jn. 12: 12-19.

On the day following the supper at Bethany Jesus and

His disciples set out across the Mount of Olives to go

to Jerusalem. During the feast of the Pasch the villages

of Bethany and its neighbour, Bethphage, were noted

for their hospitality to pilgrims. Many of these no

doubt travelled with our Lord, forming themselves

into an escorting procession. When they were come
near to Bethphage, Jesus sent two of His disciples

ahead of the party into the little town. The exact site

of Bethphage is not known for certain but the Gospel

tells us that it was near Bethany on the side of the

Mount of Olives, quite close to Jerusalem. The two

disciples were sent on an unusual errand. On entering

the village, so our Lord told them, they would find
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an ass's colt on which no man had ever sat, which they

were to bring back to Him. If anyone asked them

why they loosed the colt, they were to reply: " The
Lord hath need of him," and they would then be

allowed to lead the animal away. All took place as

our Lord had foretold. The colt was found at the

entrance to the village, and as the disciples untied it,

men from the village challenged them, asking why
they were unfastening the animal. When they answered

as our Lord had instructed them, they were allowed to

take the beast back to Him.
Meanwhile a wave of excitement surged through

the pilgrims already gathered in Jerusalem, as the news

spread that Jesus of Nazareth was coming to the city.

It was usual for parties of people from Jerusalem to

come out to welcome the bands of pilgrims as they

drew near and to escort them back, singing hymns and

playing music. When Jesus was approaching the

Temple priests would have liked to restrain the crowds

but were unable to check their enthusiasm. The
people streamed out in great multitudes, and as they

went they collected branches from the trees that grew

by the way. Then advancing along the road to meet

our Lord they cried: " Hosanna, blessed is He that

cometh in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel."

Hosanna is a word expressing joy, and means ' Save,

I pray !" They were on their way to meet the Messiah

and to conduct Him in triumph to the city.

Happy and joyous were these pilgrims from Jer-

usalem when they reached the place where our Lord

was. Amidst general rejoicing they mingled with
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those who had accompanied Him from Bethany. In

the outburst of popular feeling the disciples also took

part. They laid their garments across the back of the

colt to act as a saddle cloth and seated our Lord on it.

Along the road the people spread their garments and

strewed branches from the trees, forming a carpet

over which He must ride. Thus they proclaimed

their homage and reverence, and the joyful concourse

moved forward crying out: " Hosanna to the Son of

David. Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the

Lord. Hosanna in the highest/' They hailed Him as

the Messiah. Up till then He had received this title

only from a handful of His faithful followers. Now
He accepted the homage of the multitude. Thus
was fulfilled a prophecy made more than five hun-

dred years before by Zacharias, who had said that

the King would come " meek and sitting upon an

ass."

The Mount of Olives, over which our Lord had to

pass, is part of a mountain ridge running parallel with

the hills by which Jerusalem is in great part surrounded.

Between the city and the Mount lies a valley through

which the brook Cedron has cut for itself a deep

gorge. As the track reaches the top and begins to

descend it brings the traveller to a view of Jerusalem

spread out before him.

The sight of the beautiful city moved Jesus to

tears. He foresaw the terrible fate which awaited it.

His heart went out in pity, and He wept, saying: " If

thou also hadst known, and that in this thy day, the

things that are to thy peace: but now they are hidden
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from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee;

and thy enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and

compass thee round, and straiten thee on every side;

and beat thee flat to the ground, and thy children who
are in thee, and they shall not leave in thee a stone

upon a stone; because thou hast not known the time

of thy visitation/'

Forty years passed, and these words were fulfilled

to the letter. Within the city, amidst scenes of un-

speakable horror, raged civil war. Without, the

Romans built a surrounding wall and reduced the

inhabitants to starvation. When the resistance was

finally broken, Jerusalem was left desolate, its build-

ings destroyed, the Temple a smoking ruin and the

survivors slain or sold into slavery. It was the thought

of what was to come which brought tears to the eyes

of Jesus. Sadly He looked on the city rushing to its

doom because it had turned its back on God and

refused to acknowledge His Divine Son.

The triumphal procession crossed over the Cedron

and passed up into the city. The Pharisees saw it

coming, they saw the palms waving as in a royal

salute and heard the Hosannas sung, but they were

afraid to interfere. To have attempted to lay hands on

Him then would have caused a riot. They admitted

to themselves there was nothing they could do. " Be-

hold," they said, " the whole world is gone after Him."
So into the Temple and without interference Jesus

went, followed by the multitude.

At the north-western corner of the Temple en-

closure stood the fortress called Antonia, where a
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Roman garrison was stationed. Pontius Pilate, the

Governor, resided there during the Pasch, a time

when Jewish feeling—stirred by the occasion of the

feast—might break out into rebellion with the object

of sweeping away the hateful power of pagan Rome.
But the entry of the Prince of Peace provoked no

hostility from the Roman authorities.

Jesus again spoke of His coming death and the

manner of it. The Son of Man would be crucified.

Many listening could not bring themselves to believe

that the Messiah should die so painful a death as that

of the Cross. But Jesus told them that unless they

believed in Him they would be like men walking in

the dark, not knowing where they were going.

Evening came. The crowds dispersed to their

homes. Our Lord did not spend the night in the city.

He may have left it in order to avoid His enemies, or

it may well be that those who would have liked to offer

Him shelter were afraid to do so because of the Temple
authorities. So with His disciples He retired to

Bethany, crossing again over the Mount of Olives.

5 3 . Movements of our Lord in Holy

Week

Only four days now remained before our Lord was to

die and for the first three of these, Monday, Tuesday

and Wednesday, He left Jerusalem each evening and

spent the night probably at Bethany, the home of His

friends Lazarus, Martha and Mary. St. Luke says
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that " at night He abode in the Mount that is called

Olivet/' and this can be taken to mean Bethany,

which is on the eastern side of the mountain about

two miles distant from Jerusalem. Early every morn-

ing He walked back to the city. He would come in

sight of the Temple just as the morning sun shone

full on the gilded front of the Sanctuary making it

sparkle in the light.

On Thursday evening He went to the Garden of

Gethsemani, a place at the foot of the western side of

the Mount of Olives which He often visited with His

Apostles. It lay within easy reach of the city. One
could go out through a gate outside the Temple and

down a steep road to the stream—the Cedron—which

was spanned by a small bridge. On the other side

close by was the Garden of Gethsemani. Our Lord

was arrested here and then taken back to Jerusalem.

His trial before the Jewish council took place during

the night. Very early on Friday morning He was tried

before the Roman governor and about midday He was

handed over to the soldiers to be crucified.

54. The Parable of the Wicked

Husbandmen
Matt. 21: 33-46; Mk. 12: 1-12; Lk. 20: 9-19.

During these last few days of our Lord's life the chief

priests and the Scribes and Pharisees constantly

harassed Him. In various ways they endeavoured to

weaken His hold upon the people who flocked to
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listen to Him. Their failure to do this only made
them the more determined to destroy Him. Yet all

the time He patiently tried to open their eyes. The
parable of the Wicked Husbandmen is an example of

His last efforts to instruct them. The scene is laid in

a vineyard, that is, a plantation of vines. Vines flourish

in Palestine, especially on higher ground, and some

mountain-sides are green with their foliage. The vine-

yards were surrounded by a wall of loose stones and a

tower was erected from which watchers kept guard to

protect the vines from thieves and from damage by

wild animals. The grapes when ripe were gathered

into a wine press, and the juice collected in a cavity

hollowed out in the rock for that purpose.

Such was the vineyard in the parable. The owner

provided all that was needful, the surrounding wall,

the tower and the wine press. Having planted the

vineyard he let it to certain husbandmen. These were

men who tilled the soil and cared for the plants. The
rent which they were to pay is not stated, but it was

usual to give the owner a certain amount of the pro-

duce. The owner of the vineyard went far away and

when the season for collecting the grapes arrived he

sent his servant for the share due to him. Instead of

giving the servant the fruit, the husbandmen beat

him and sent him away empty-handed. The owner,

however, did not inflict on them the punishment they

deserved but sent another messenger. He was treated

in the same way as the first, beaten and cast out. With
wonderful patience the master tried again. This time

his servant was severely wounded. Although the action
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of these evil men was open rebellion against the lord

of the vineyard, yet, in his mercy, he sought to win

them by kindness. He said: " I will send my beloved

son : it may be, when they see him, they will reverence

him."

But when the son arrived on his father's mission,

he was slain. The wicked husbandmen imagined that

when the son and heir was killed, the property would

be theirs, since the master, they thought, was too far

distant to interfere and had no one left to help him.

But they had reasoned wrongly. They would pay for

their misdeeds. The lord of the vineyard, said Jesus,

" will come, and will destroy these husbandmen, and

will give the vineyard to others." Those listening

understood the meaning of what Christ had said.

" God forbid " was the prayer they uttered.

In the parable the vineyard stands for Israel and the

owner of the vineyard is God. The servants so harshly

treated are the prophets, divine messengers whose

blood had more than once been shed by the people of

Israel. The husbandmen are the obstinate leaders of

the Jews who were at that very moment in open

rebellion against the Son of God. His death, upon

which they were now determined, was to be the last

crime they would be permitted to commit.

Our Lord concluded by confirming the grave words

He had already uttered: " Therefore I say to you,

the kingdom of God shall be taken from you and shall

be given to a nation yielding the fruits thereof." The
chief priests and the Pharisees had heard the parable

and knew that the words were addressed to them. In
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their fury they would have seized Him then and there,

but " they feared the multitudes because they held Him
as a prophet/

'

5 5 . Warning against the Scribes and

Pharisees

Matt. 23; Mk. 12: 38-40; Lk. 20: 45-47.

The public mission of our Lord was drawing to an

end. For the last time He spoke in the Temple and

His final word was a warning against the false teach-

ing of the Scribes and Pharisees. They had throughout

been His chief enemies, and it was their unceasing

opposition that had prevented many of the Jews from

following Him. He told His hearers that since the

Pharisees were the guardians of the Old Law their

teaching must be obeyed. But their actions were not

to be imitated. * All things whatsoever they shall say

to you, observe and do, but according to their works

do ye not: for they say and do not." Their religion

had become a cloak behind which they did the very

things which religion condemned. Outwardly they

were correct, but their hearts were sinful. They were

like vessels spotless on the outside but unclean within.

He condemned their vanity. " All their works they

do," He said, " for to be seen by men." Thus they

loved to occupy the principal seats in the synagogue

and to take the place of honour at a dinner. By their

very dress they tried to show the world how pious they

were so that people would think highly of them. All
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Jews were obliged to wear tassels suspended by a cord

from the four corners of their cloak. The Pharisees

made their tassels conspicuous to show the passer-by

how mindful they were of their duty. The Jew also

wore phylacteries, two small cases of leather, contain-

ing passages from the Scripture, one upon the left arm

and one upon the forehead. The Pharisees wore larger

phylacteries and had broader bands to support them

than others. They liked people to be humble to them

and to salute them as rabbi or master. And as regards

the Law of Moses, they had almost stifled it with their

quibbles.

An instance is given of the kind of trifling with

solemn things which our Lord condemned. The
Pharisees taught that if a man swore, that is, made
a vow, by the altar, the promise was not binding; but

if he were to swear by the offering on the altar he was

bound to keep his promise. If he swore by the Temple

the vow did not count; if he swore by the gold in the

Temple the vow was binding. Not by such petty de-

vices can we deceive God. Jesus swept them all aside

in these words: " Whosoever therefore sweareth by

the altar sweareth by it and by all the things that are

upon it. And whosoever shall swear by the Temple

sweareth by it and by Him that dwelleth in it." So

entangled had the Pharisees become in their own
rulings that they sometimes, as in this instance, lost

sight of what was of real importance through their

trifling with words. This is why our Lord called them
" blind guides who strain out a gnat and swallow a

camel-."
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When our Lord denounced the Pharisees He was

condemning not merely people who themselves were

going astray but teachers who were leading a whole

nation to ruin. For this reason He censured them

severely, calling them a generation of vipers whom
a terrible punishment awaited.

Yet it was not without feelings of pity that He con-

demned their blind obstinacy. " Jerusalem, Jerusalem/'

He lamented, " thou that killest the prophets and

stonest them that are sent unto thee, how often would I

have gathered together thy children, as the hen doth

gather her chickens under her wings, and thou wouldst

not."

It seems almost beyond belief that a people could be

so stubborn in face of the evidence before them. In

Judaea, as in Galilee, He had moved amongst them,

living a saintly life, performing acts of charity and

healing and preaching so that all marvelled at His

wisdom. He had cast out demons and shown His

power over the forces of evil. His miracles were proof,

if further testimony were required, of His divine

origin. Yet when Lazarus was raised from the dead

and the inhabitants of Jerusalem flocked to Bethany to

see the wonder for themselves, the Pharisees, deli-

berately blinding themselves to the marvel of it all,

sought to slay both Jesus and Lazarus.

Why did the Pharisees not acknowledge Him as the

Messiah, or even as a prophet ? For the reason that He
was not the kind of Messiah they expected or desired.

In Him they saw no promise of a majestic king^who

would extend His rule over the nations of the world,
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and raise themselves to positions of authority and

power. They were filled with worldly ambition. He
was only a poor man, a village carpenter's son. He
did not deal with people and things in a way they

approved. He mingled with sinners. He brushed

aside the letter of the Law to which they clung. He
had defended His disciples when they plucked a hand-

ful of corn on the Sabbath 1
, and had healed the sick

man presented to Him on that day. His whole way of

life and teaching cut at the very roots of their authority.

He put them and their strict rulings aside, and led the

hearts of the people straight to God,

56. The Destruction of the Temple
foretold

Matt. 24: 1-20; Mk. 13: 1-18; Lk. 21: 5-24.

As they left the Temple for the last time the Apostles

wondered at the beauty of the building and spoke to

our Lord of its grandeur and massive strength. They
drew His attention to the gigantic stones in the walls,

some nearly eight yards long, and talked of the precious

gifts which adorned the Temple. But a picture of the

desolation that was to fall upon all this loveliness came

before His eyes, and He told them that of the wonder-

ful buildings which they now admired " there shall

not be left a stone upon a stone." His words weighed

heavily upon the Apostles as they continued their

journey across the brook Cedron and climbed the

steep road up Mount Olivet. There they halted to

x Matt. 12: 1-8; Mk. 2: 23-28; Lk. 6: 1-5.
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rest and sat looking across the valley at the Temple
whose destruction He had foretold. Jesus again

referred to the terrible fate which awaited the city

lying beneath Him all unconscious of the doom
which its unbelief was to bring upon it. " And when
you see Jerusalem/ * He said, " compassed about with

an army, then know that the desolation thereof is

at hand/' Before the city was surrounded, those who
wished to make their escape should fly. All who were

in Judaea were in danger and should depart in haste.

They should seek refuge in the mountains. To delay

would be fatal. Let no one return to his house to take

anything with him, and let not those working in the

fields, lightly clad though they might be, turn back

for a garment with which to face the cold of night. In

headlong flight lay the only hope of safety.

Forty years afterwards when Jerusalem was about to

be besieged, many of the Christians found safety at

Pella, one of the original cities of the Decapolis, high

up on the tableland east of the Jordan Valley. The
fate of Jerusalem has already been mentioned. This

city, famous for its splendour and magnificence

throughout the whole world, was wiped out, and the

Jewish people as a nation ceased to be.

Jesus also warned His Apostles of the difficult and

perilous times which awaited themselves. They would

be persecuted for teaching His doctrine and some of

them would be put to death, yet they were to persevere

:

" He that shall endure to the end, he shall be saved."
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57. The Coming of the Son of Man
Matt. 24: 21-36; Mk. 13: 19—37; Lk. 21: 25-33.

Jesus went on to describe another war—one vaster and

more terrible than that in which Jerusalem fell, the

war which the powers of evil will wage before the end

of the world. This battle will be fought for the souls

of men. False christs and false prophets will appear,

and will be permitted by God to do wonderful things

and wield great power in their struggle to lead men
astray. But for the sake of the just God will shorten

the conflict and bring the world to its close.

The approach of the end would be marked by ex-

traordinary happenings in the heavens. The Gospel

thus describes them: " The sun shall be darkened,

and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars

shall fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven shall

be moved.' ' Then the sign of the Son of Man, that

is, the Cross, will appear on high. And the Son of

Man Himself—Jesus Christ—will next be seen " com-

ing in the clouds of heaven with great power and

glory/' while His angels will summon the just from the

farthest parts of the earth to meet Him.
When the solemn moment will come, we do not

know, but come it will.
li Watch ye therefore," said

our Lord, " because you know neither the day nor

the hour." Most earnestly did He impress this warning

on His Apostles and through them on the generations

that were to follow. " What I say to you, I say to all-

—

Watch."
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58- The Last Judgment
Matt. 25: 31-46.

The Son of Man, then, will return in majesty sur-

rounded by the angels, and the Last Judgment will

then take place, Before Him all mankind will be sum-

moned. Joyfully the blessed will throng to His call

but the wicked will be dismayed and terror-stricken.

In vain will they call for the very hills to cover and

conceal them.

As the shepherd divides the sheep from the goats,

so will the Son of Man separate the just from the

wicked. At His right hand, the place of honour for

His friends, will stand the blessed. On His left hand

the wicked will be gathered. To those on the right

hand He will say: " Come ye blessed of My Father

possess you the kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world." He will explain why they

have deserved their reward: " For I was hungry, and

you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me
to drink; I was a stranger, and you took Me in; naked,

and you covered Me; sick and you visited Me. I was

in prison and you came to Me." At this the just

will wonder and say that never had they seen Him
hungry or thirsty: or in need of shelter, or in prison

or sick. How then could they have done to Him the

things that He said? The words in which our Lord

replied express the whole spirit of Christian charity:

" As long as you did it to one of these My least brethren,

you did it to Me." Whenever therefore we perform
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any act of kindness, no matter how small it be, for love

of Him, He will accept it as done to Himself.

Then He will turn to those standing on His left

hand; sinners who have failed in charity, and been

selfish, hard-hearted and cruel. He will tell them why
they have been rejected: " For I was hungry and you

gave Me not to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me
not to drink. I was a stranger and you took Me not

in; naked and you covered Me not; sick, and in

prison, and you did not visit Me." In vain will they

plead that they have never seen Him in need of their

help. Jesus will answer: " I say to you, as long as you

did it not to one of these least, neither did you do it to

Me." Those who have shown no mercy to others in

distress will be punished for their hardness of heart.

With these words will the wicked be banished for

ever: "Depart from Me, you cursed, into everlasting

fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels."

Upon everyone, in the end, the Son of Man will pass

judgment. And the sentence will be one of eternal

reward in the possession of God in whom is all Good-

ness and Beauty, or of total and everlasting loss.

59. Wednesday of Holy Week: Jesus

is betrayed by Judas

Matt. 26: 1-5, 14-16; Mk. 14: i-2, 10-11; Lk. 22: 1-6.

In the palace of Caiaphas, the High Priest, the Phari-

sees and chief priests had assembled to discuss how
best they could arrange to have Christ arrested. They
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had already determined that He should die, but they

were afraid to seize Him openly since such an action

might lead to an outbreak of violence. Amongst the

pilgrims who had come up for the Pasch were some of

His followers, many of them Galileans, men of quick

temper who would not hesitate to rush to His defence.

And during the festival the Roman authorities were

particularly watchful for any sign of revolt. When
more than two million Jews were assembled for a great

religious feast there was always the danger of an out-

burst. The Romans were pagans and their presence

was more than ever resented during this celebration

in which the whole Jewish nation joined. Pilate, the

Roman procurator, lived for the week in the Antonia,

the massive fortress which overlooked the Temple
enclosure. At his command were trained and well-

armed troops ready to crush disorder.

Whatever action therefore the Jewish leaders took

must be done secretly. The events of the past few

days—when Christ had publicly denounced them in

the very heart of their own stronghold—had made
them resolve to act before the Pasch. This year the

feast began on Thursday evening so that only two days

now remained in which to seize Him.
Then to their delight it was found that one of His

chosen companions was willing to help them. Judas

Iscariot came and offered to betray His Master. He
would lead them under cover of darkness to the place

where He was known to retire. There He could be

arrested and secretly taken away. The reward which

he was to receive for his treachery was fixed at thirty
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pieces of silver, a sum of about four pounds, the price

of a slave in those days. The traitor received his

money and, from now on, only waited for a suitable

moment to deliver Christ into the hands of His enemies.

We wonder how Judas could bring himself to com-

mit so terrible a deed. When he first became one of

Christ's chosen followers his intentions were no doubt

good. Otherwise he would not have been chosen to

be one of the Apostles. It is probable that he hoped

to have a share in our Lord's triumph when He should

announce Himself as the Messiah and become, as

Judas thought He would, ruler of Israel. The Jewish

nation would then be a world power, and he himself

would have a position of great importance. But when
he began to realize that there was no chance of a

prosperous future and that his Master's Kingdom was

not to be of this world: when he saw the measures

being taken against Christ by the powerful Pharisees,

and heard our Lord predict for Himself a shameful

death, Judas became disappointed and deserted Him.
Already, too, he had stolen from the purse entrusted

to his charge. His ambition and greed caused him to

lose by degrees his early fervour until at last he sank to

the commission of a crime so black that history records

nothing to equal it.
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60. Maundy Thursday: The
Preparations for the Last Supper

Matt. 26: 17-19; Mk. 14: 12-16; Lk. 22: 7-13.

On Thursday, probably in the morning, our Lord

bade Peter and John make preparations for the Paschal

Supper. This meal had to be eaten in Jerusalem and

they asked Him where they should make the arrange-

ments. He told them that as they entered the city,

they would meet a man carrying a pitcher of water.

They were to follow him and enter the house into

which he went.

To the owner of the house they were to give this

message: " The Master saith to thee: Where is the

guest-chamber where I may eat the Pasch with My
disciples ? " They would then be shown a large dining-

room already furnished and there they were to make
ready for the supper. Everything happened as our

Lord had told them and they proceeded to make the

necessary preparations.

The guest-room was entered by an outside staircase.

Those using it could go in without interfering with

the residents. Around a central table were low couches

or mats on which the diners reclined. The first Paschal

Supper had been eaten by the Jews standing, with

walking staffs in hand, ready to set out immediately

on their journey from Egypt. Now they were no longer

fugitives, so they followed the Greek custom of reclin-

ing at meals. To dine in this way was considered the

privilege of men who were safe and free. For each of
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the guests there was probably also a cushion which

supported the body and elbow, thus leaving one

hand with which to eat.

When they had seen that the room was properly

furnished, the next duty of the Apostles was to attend

to the provision of food. If the owner had not already

done so, they had to remove all traces of leavened bread.

This was baked bread in the making of which leaven or

yeast had been used. The leaven which causes the

bread to rise and improves the taste, works slowly

through the dough. When the Israelites were leaving

Egypt they had cooked their food hurriedly and made
unleavened bread. There was no time to wait for the

leaven to act. So at the Pasch which celebrated their

deliverance from captivity, the Jews ate unleavened

bread for the eight days of the feast.

The Apostles then provided the food for the supper,

and the various articles needed for the table. Wine
and water, unleavened bread and a dish of herbs were

required. A dish of vinegar or salt in which the herbs

were dipped was also needed, and it was usual to

provide a dish of nuts and fruit. Having seen that all

these things were ready, Peter and John had one last

duty to perform. They had to go to the Temple and

there sacrifice the lamb. It was most likely early after-

noon when they joined the vast crowds in the enclosure

and presented the lamb which would have been pre-

viously examined to see that it was free from blemish.

Sad and lonely they must have felt there in the midst

of the happy pilgrims. The prophecy which Christ

had made of His coming death must have been ever
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present in their minds while so many of His enemies

surrounded them. When they had slain the lamb, its

blood was caught up in a golden bowl and poured at

the foot of the altar. Then the animal was cleaned and

certain parts burned on the altar of sacrifice. It would

be late afternoon when the Apostles left, bringing with

them the lamb which was now ready to be cooked. The
rules for the cooking were most strict. The lamb,

pierced by a pomegranate stick, was roasted, care being

taken that the flesh did not touch the sides of the oven.

In the evening time Jesus and the other Apostles

left Bethany. The evangelists do not tell us of His

last farewell to the little town and the friends there

who so dearly loved Him. In silence they pass over the

sad leave-taking. Over the Mount of Olives our Lord

came with His disciples and saw, for the last time,

Jerusalem spread out before Him in the daylight. The
hillsides were dotted with the tents of those who could

find no room in the city, the roads were crowded with

joyous pilgrims, the early spring flowers were in

blossom, and Jerusalem was gay and festive.

61. The Paschal Supper: (1) Jesus

washes the Feet of the Disciples

Matt. 26: 20-29; Mk- 14: 17-25; Lk. 22: 14-18;

Jn. 13: 1-20.

When the time was come, Jesus reclined with the

Twelve Apostles for the Paschal Meal. In what order

they took their places at the table is not known. Most
likely the couches surrounding the table were placed
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in the shape of a horseshoe with the gap from which

the meal would be served, opposite our Lord. At the

beginning of the meal it was the rule for the wine to

be blessed and after this the first cup was drunk. Our
Lord followed the custom. He blessed the chalice or

bowl of wine and bade the Apostles divide it amongst

themselves. It was a solemn moment. This Pasch,

He told them, was to be the last He would eat with

them before He suffered.

Yet even at this sad hour there was disagreement

amongst the Apostles. Probably they were not satisfied

with the places set for them at table. Those who were

senior may perhaps have wished to be nearest to our

Lord. Gently and patiently He dealt with them and

left to His Church a lesson in humility which lasts for

all time. He rose from the table and laid aside His

upper garment. Then pouring water into a basin and

tucking a towel under His belt He knelt down behind

the couch on which Peter reclined and began to wash

his feeL What He was about to do was an act usually

performed by a slave. The Apostle was amazed. Never

would he permit his beloved Master, whom he so

deeply reverenced, to do such a thing. But Jesus said

to him: " What I do thou knowest not now, but

thou shalt know hereafter.' ' Even then Peter was not

satisfied and he exclaimed with deep feeling: " Thou
shalt never wash my feet." So moved was he by this

great act of humility on the part of our Lord that for a

moment it seemed as if he were going to disobey Him.
When, however, Jesus told Peter that if He did not

wash his feet he would no longer share in His love, the
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Apostle became alarmed and cried out: " Lord, not

only my feet, but also my hands and my head." Then
our Lord washed, in turn, the feet of all the Apostles.

Thus Christ dealt with their dispute as to who
amongst them was the most important by giving them

a lesson in meekness. He showed that the truly great

are those who do not think it beneath their dignity to

do a lowly service for their fellow-men. In commemora-

tion of our Lord's action, the ceremony of the Washing

of the Feet is carried out yearly in all Cathedrals and

abbey churches on Thursday in Holy Week. For a

long time kings used to wash the feet of their poorest

subjects on that day in pious remembrance of what

the King of Kings had done.

Judas was present for the Washing of the Feet. He
made no remark as our Lord humbled Himself before

him : perhaps he feared that if he spoke he might

reveal the treachery in his heart. But Jesus knew that

he would betray Him and He sadly uttered this solemn

warning: " You are clean, but not all." Then in

silence He put on His upper garment, took His place

at the table, and the Paschal Supper continued.

62. The Paschal Supper: (2) Jesus

denounces Judas

Matt. 26: 21-25; Mk. 14: 18-21; Lk. 22: 21-235

Jn. 13: 21-30.

The dish of herbs was now laid on the table. Then one

of the unleavened cakes was broken and passed round

together, with the herbs. These were dipped in sauce
F*
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before being eaten. In this manner the Paschal

Supper was always celebrated and our Lord followed

the ancient custom. It was at this part of the meal that

Jesus denounced Judas. The Apostles do not appear

to have understood what He meant when He said that

they were not all clean. What He now told them could

leave no room for doubt in their minds; " I say to

you that one of you is about to betray Me." And He
added: " Woe to that man by whom the Son of Man
shall be betrayed; it were better for him, if that man
had not been born." His words alarmed the Apostles.

Whom could He mean ? In their anxiety they said to

Him one by one: " Is it I, Lord? " Judas also asked the

question and received the reply: " Thou hast said it."

Only Judas, it would seem, heard the answer. He was,

very probably, on our Lord's left, in the place of honour.

On the right side of Jesus was John, the Apostle

whom He loved so dearly. Owing to the way in which

they reclined at table, when John leaned back towards

our Lord, his head touched Him. Peter, unable to

endure the anxiety and fear which hung like a cloud

over them all, made a sign to John and said: " Who
is it of whom He speaketh ?

' John did not know, but

he leaned back till his head rested on our Lord's

breast and whispered Peter's question to his Master:

"Lord, who is it?" he asked. Jesus replied: 'He
it is to whom I shall reach bread dipped." Then when

He had dipped the morsel of bread in the dish He
handed it to Judas. It was a mark of honour for the

Head of the Table to give a guest a dipped morsel in

this way. It was the last gesture of love with which
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Jesus greeted the fallen Apostle. After this, desiring

to be rid of the traitor and to be left alone with the

others for the solemn act that was now to take place,

He said to him: " That which thou dost, do quickly."

Judas went out immediately, and the others thought

that as he had charge of the purse he had gone out to

purchase something needed for the feast, or perhaps, as

was customary at that time, to give alms to the poor.

It was now night, and through the darkness Judas

went to betray his Lord to the Jewish leaders. Within

the room the Paschal meal was in progress. It was

now the time for the lamb to be brought to the table

and the second cup of wTine passed round.

63. The Paschal Supper: (3) Jesus

institutes the Blessed Eucharist

Matt. 26: 26-28; Mk. 14: 22-24; Lk. 22: 19-20.

Towards the end of the Supper Jesus took bread and

blessed it. Then breaking it He gave it to His Apostles

saying these words: " Take ye and eat, this is My
Body." After they had eaten He lifted up the cup

containing the wine and said: " This is My Blood of

the new Covenant, which shall be shed for many." The
cup was then passed round and they all drank from it.

The bread which our Lord gave the Apostles to

eat was now no longer bread, though in appearance it

seemed to be so. It had become His Body. The wine

which He gave them to drink though it still appeared

to be wine had now become His Blood. This change
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of bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is

a mystery which we cannot fathom. Neither did the

Apostles understand. But they knew that there was

no limit to the power of Christ, therefore they asked

no questions. They accepted simply what He said and

received His Body and Blood.

A year before, at Capharnaum, He had given the

people this promise: " He that eateth My Flesh and

drinketh My Blood hath everlasting life, and I will

raise him up on the Last Day." On hearing these

words the multitude had turned away, thinking that

what He said was impossible. Now He showed His

Apostles that they would really and truly eat His

Flesh and drink His Blood. Jesus also gave them

power to change the Bread and Wine in the same way
as He had done. After He had consecrated the

Bread and the Wine He said to them: " Do this for a

commemoration of Me." Thus when Jesus instituted

the Blessed Eucharist, He also ordained priests, who,

by pronouncing the words He Himself had uttered,

had the divine power to change the bread and wine

into His Body and Blood, in the same mysterious wray

that He Himself had done.

64 . The Paschal Supper : (4) Jesus gives

to His Followers a New Commandment
Jn. 13: 31-35.

To His Apostles Jesus now opened His heart in loving

words of comfort and farewell. The thought that He
must soon leave them deeply moved Him. In His
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tender affection He addressed them as His " little

children " a name by which as yet He had never called

them. " Little children," He said, " yet a little while

I am with you. ... A new commandment I give

unto you: that you love one another, as I have loved

you, that you also love one another.

"

This then is the mark of the Christian—he follows

the command of Christ to love all men as his brethren.

The love must be given wholeheartedly without desire

for earthly reward. The followers of Christ love one

another because they all love Him.

65. The Paschal Supper: (5) Jesus

foretells that the Apostles will be

scattered and that Peter will deny

Him
Matt. 26: 31-35; Mk. 14: 27-31; Lk. 22: 31-34;

Jn. 13: 36-38.

Jesus told His Apostles that the hour was close at

hand when they would all scatter and leave Him alone.

This very night, said Jesus, recalling the prophecy of

Zacharias, the shepherd will be struck and his sheep

scattered. Most of all, Satan desired the overthrow of

Peter, the leader of the Apostles, but Jesus promised

that his faith would not fail. It would be Peter's dutv

to strengthen the other Apostles.

Peter cried out in haste protesting that he would

always be true to his Master. Even though the others
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might fall away, he never would. For the sake of his

Lord he was prepared to go to prison or even to his

death. The words which Peter uttered came from his

heart, but he was too confident and Jesus warned him

solemnly in these words: " I say to thee, today, even

this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny

Me thrice."

But Peter did not humble himself. Despite what

our Lord said, he felt certain that nothing could shake

his loyalty to his Master. He protested vehemently:
" Although I should die together with Thee, I will not

deny Thee." The other Apostles were equally sure of

themselves. Peter, they declared, had only said what

they all felt. Jesus made no answer. Later, what He
told them was to bring them comfort. They would

remember when they fled in panic that He had fore-

seen what they would do. They would recall the

promise that in spite of Peter's weakness, his faith

would triumph in the end.

66. The Paschal Supper: (6) Jesus

promises the Apostles that He
will return to them

Jn. 14: 2-31.

Jesus also told His Apostles that when He left them it

would be to return to His Father, and that He would

there make ready a place for them. "In My Father's

house," He said, " there are many mansions." He
was like one who goes on before his friends to make
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ready a dwelling place for them and then returns to take

them with him. " I will come again and take you to

Myself, that where I am, you also may be," said our

Lord. Then, to prepare them for the time when His

bodily presence would be removed, He gave them cer-

tain instructions. He had promised always to be with

them in spirit, so when they could no longer see Him,
they must continue to believe in Him as they had done

when He lived in their midst. This faith in Him, He
told them, would need to be kept alive by prayer. Also

if they loved Him they must keep His commandments,

and He gave His promise that their prayers would be

heard: " Whatsoever you shall ask the Father in My
name, that will I do," and again, " If you shall ask Me
anything in My name, that I will do." In the matter

of the commandments He had already made His

teaching known : Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and

with thy whole mind, and writh thy whole strength."

This is the first commandment. And the second is

like to it: " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself:

There is no other commandment greater than these."

Then He gave them His parting instructions:

They must keep their faith strong by prayer: they

must love Him and keep His words.
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67. The Paschal Supper: (7) Jesus tells

the Apostles that they will have

to face the hatred of the world.

The Promise of the Holy Ghost

Jn. 14: 26; 16: 1-28.

Jesus reminds the Apostles that He is sending them

to convert the world to His teaching. Their task. He
tells them, will be one of great difficulty. They will be

hated and persecuted by those whose evil ways they

have to condemn. The Jews will put them out of the

synagogue. " The hour cometh," added our Lord,
" that whosoever killeth you will think that he doth a

service to God." He bids them remember, when they

face persecution, that it is for His sake. The knowledge

that they suffer for One whom they love and who laid

down His own life for them will turn their sorrow into

joy.

Our Lord promised that the Holy Ghost—the

Spirit of Truth—would come to comfort and strengthen

them. He would dwell in the hearts and minds of

the disciples and enable them to understand the mean-

ing of our Lord's doctrine. Christ Himself had taught

them: that was the Will of His Father. It was the

Holy Spirit who would bring this teaching to their

mind and make it clear. If then the Apostles had to

face bitter persecution for Christ's sake they had this

tremendous consolation-—the Holy Spirit would help

them in their work of spreading the teaching of Christ.
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Further, the perfect reward awaited them after their

trials—the happiness of being reunited with Jesus

Himself in the presence of His Father in heaven.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit the Apostles were to

bear witness to the fact that the Jews had sinned in

not believing in Christ. With the help of the Holy
Spirit they were to prove to the world that Christ was

the Son of God. When our Lord bade the Apostles

testify to Him in this way He spoke also to their suc-

cessors. For ever, therefore, the help of the Holy Spirit

is promised to the Church.

Bringing His remarks to a close, our Lord again

refers to His Resurrection. He will rise from the dead

on the third day and will come back to them. "A
little while and you shall not see Me, and again a little

while and you shall see Me." This promise was given

to strengthen their faith. The memory of these words

would give them courage during the sad and terrible

hours of His trial and crucifixion.

His work was now finished. Briefly He summed up

His life on earth: " I came forth from the Father and

am come into the world: again I leave the world and

I go to the Father." He had spoken plainly and the

disciples could no longer conceal from themselves the

sad truth—their beloved Master was about to leave

them.
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THE PASSION

68- The Garden of Gethsemani

Matt. 26: 36-46; Mk. 14: 32-42; Lk. 22: 40-46.

The hymn with which the Paschal Supper concluded

had been sung: our Lord and His Apostles left the

supper room. Through the streets of the city they

went down to the valley of the Cedron. This dry

river-bed becomes a torrent after heavy rain and

there was then, as at the present day, a bridge by

which they crossed to the Mount of Olives. At the

foot of this Mount was the place known as Gethsemani

and there they entered the garden to which they had

often retired before. The name Gethsemani means
* oil press." It is probable that the garden was planted

with olive trees and that it contained a stone press used

for forcing the oil from the fruit. The approximate

site of the Garden of Gethsemani is known and there

today grow several ancient olives, the oldest trees' in

Palestine.

Here Jesus bade His disciples be seated, and Him-
self went farther into the garden taking with Him
Peter, James and John. His heart was filled with sad-

ness and He brought His three companions for com-

fort and support in this terrible hour of loneliness.

Turning to them He said: " My soul is sorrowful

even unto death; stay you here and watch with Me."
Going forward about a stone's throw He knelt down
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alone in prayer. He foresaw all the agony to come and

a wave of fear and horror swept over Him. He fell

forward on His face crying: "Father, if Thou wilt,

remove this chalice from Me; but yet not My will

but Thine be done." So great was His agony that

His sweat became as drops of blood falling to the

ground, and there appeared an angel from heaven

strengthening Him.
At the end of His prayer He arose and returned to

the three Apostles. He sought their sympathy in His

hour of grief. But He found that they had fallen

asleep. He said to Peter: " Simon, sleepest thou?

Cduldst thou not watch one hour ? Watch ye and pray

that you enter not into temptation." Our Lord excused

the slowness of Peter to answer His call: " The spirit

indeed is willing but the flesh is weak." The Apostle

had meant to watch with His Master but was too

weighed down with sleep to carry out His bidding.

Again Jesus returned to pray, and again He returned

to the Apostles to find them asleep. They were confused

and knew not how to answer Him. When for the third

time He returned, He was as one no longer needing

their comfort. " Sleep ye now," He said, "and take

your rest." But the time left for repose was short. The
hour had come when the Son of Man was about to be

betrayed. The soldiers who were to arrest Him were

drawing near. To His disciples Jesus said: "Rise,

let us go: behold, he is at hand who will betray Me."
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69. Jesus is Arrested

Matt. 26: 47-56; Mk. 14: 43-52; Lk. 22: 47-53;

Jn. 18: 2-12.

The tramp of many men and the flashing of lights

announced the arrival of those who had come to seize

our Lord. A considerable force of men, armed with

swords and cudgels and carrying lanterns and torches

had been guided by the traitor, Judas, to our Lord's

place of retirement. Judas had arranged with the

chief priests, magistrates and elders, the leaders of

this " great multitude/ ' to point out our Lord by

saluting Him with a kiss. In spite of the darkness the

traitor would have no difficulty in distinguishing from

the Apostles the Master whom he was betraying:

" Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is He," said Judas.
" Lay hold on Him and lead Him away carefully."

Coming up to Jesus he said: " Hail, Rabbi," and

kissed Him. " Friend," said our Lord, " whereto

art thou come ? Dost thou betray the Son of Man with

a kiss? " There was no answer.

Jesus then advanced to the threatening crowd and

said: "Whom seek ye?" They answered, "Jesus of

Nazareth." He replied :
" I am He." So great was the

majesty and dignity of His person as He faced them,

that those m front went backward and fell to the

ground. When they arose He repeated His question,

and again they said that they sought Jesus of Nazareth.
" I have told you that I am He," He answered. With
the same loving care for His disciples that He had
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always shown, He pleaded that they should be left

free:
4<

If, therefore, you seek Me, let these go their

way."

His enemies now laid hands on Jesus. At once

Peter, who had earlier declared His readiness to die

for his Master, drew a sword. He struck at Malchus,

a servant of the High Priest, foremost amongst those

who had seized our Lord, and cut off his right ear.

But Jesus immediately put an end to violence. He
had no wish that a conflict should break out on His

behalf. He rebuked Peter saying: " Thinkest thou

that I cannot ask My Father and He will give Me
presently more than twelve legions of Angels ? ' Then
touching the ear of the wounded man. He healed him.

Around Christ the ranks of His enemies closed in.

They bound Him as if He had been a dangerous

criminal. " Are ye come out," He said,
(

' as if it were

against a thief with swords and clubs ? When I was

daily with you in the Temple you did not stretch forth

your hands against Me; but this is your hour and the

power of darkness."

The Apostles were completely dismayed. There

before them our Lord stood, a prisoner bound and

surrounded by armed men. In the light of the lanterns

they could see the faces of the cruel Jews. Their

courage failed and they fled away in panic, leaving

Jesus alone in the hands of His enemies. One blow

after another had fallen on Him in the course of this

Thursday evening. He had been betrayed by Judas,

deserted by His friends, and now He was at the mercy

of the Jews who wished to take away His life.
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A strange event which took place in the Garden is

related by St. Mark alone. He tells of a young man
who, clad only in a linen garment, watched from a

distance the attack on Christ. He was seized by the

crowd, but tore himself free and, casting off his gar-

ment, fled away naked. It is thought that the young

man was none other than Mark himself and that he

is here telling of an incident which had deeply impressed

itself on his memory.

70. Jesus is taken to the house of Annas
Jn. 18: 12-13, 24.

Through the streets of Jerusalem, deserted at so late

an hour, Jesus was led to the house of Annas, the

former High Priest. Annas was a man of powerful

influence and great wealth. For eight or nine years

he had held the office of High Priest. He was then

deposed by the Roman governor, who appointed and

then dismissed several other High Priests after him.

Probably the strict Jews did not recognize these

appointments and still regarded Annas as the true

High Priest. Annas's son-in-law, Caiaphas, had been

appointed finally by the Romans and he was anxious

to have the support of his father-in-law in the sorry

business he had in hand. Hence he sent Jesus to Annas

first.

The evangelists do not relate what took place when
our Lord was led before Annas. St. John states simply

that " Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas, the High
Priest."
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7 1 . Jesus at the House of Caiaphas

:

Peter denies Him three times

Matt. 26: 57-755 Mk. 14: 53-72; Lk. 22: 54-65;

Jn. 18: 14-27.

At the house of Caiaphas, the chief priests, Scribes

and elders of the Jews were already gathered together,

and before this assembly Jesus was taken. It was

forbidden that a trial which might end in a sentence of

death should take place at night. The inquiry, there-

fore, at which our Lord was now present was not an

official trial. It was the intention of Caiaphas to ex-

amine Him about His doctrine. By the words which

fell from the lips of Christ he hoped to prove that He
was guilty of so grave an offence against their religious

beliefs that He merited death. In this way he would

win over those Pharisees who were reluctant to pro-

ceed to extreme measures. The trial on the following

day would then be a mere matter of form.

The High Priest questioned Jesus about His teach-

ing and about His disciples. Our Lord had little to

say. He pointed out that He had spoken openly to

the world and not in secret. His preaching had been

in the synagogues and in the Temple. " Ask those

who have heard what I have spoken unto them: be-

hold they know what things I have said." Such an

answer was a setback to the plans of Caiaphas. Here

was no admission such as he had hoped. Probably

he showed his disappointment, for one of his servants

standing near our Lord struck Him saying: "An-
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swerest Thou the High Priest so? " Without murmur
or complaint Jesus made answer: " If I have spoken

evil, give testimony of the evil: but if well, why
strikest thou Me?" Caiaphas, realizing that he could

get Jesus to say nothing which would help the case

against Him, put off the examination until the follow-

ing day.

Meantime two of the Apostles had made their way
into the courtyard, where the escort, who had accom-

panied our Lord, waited while He was being examined

in a room within. Caiaphas's house was built in the

form of a square and the courtyard stood in the middle.

One of the Apostles was Peter and the other, whose

name is not given, was most probably John. They
had followed our Lord from Gethsemani at a distance.

John was known to the household of the High Priest

and was allowed to come in freely., Peter, however,

was refused admission. Seeing this, John went back

and spoke on behalf of his friend to the maid in charge

of the door, Peter was then allowed to enter. As he

went in, the portress said: " Art not thou also one of

this man's disciples?" Peter said: " I am not." He
had denied Jesus for the first time.

In the courtyard a fire burned at which the servants

and the soldiers warmed themselves. Peter drew near

the group and a servant maid, seeing his face in the

flickering light, exclaimed: " This man also was with

Him." She was more sure than the maid who admitted

him had been. Peter's denial was more positive:

" Woman, I know Him not." At this moment the

cock crew, but probably Peter was too frightened or
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too upset to notice the warning. In spite of his denial,

however, the servants were still suspicious. They
knew that Peter was a Galilean by his accent and by

the way he pronounced certain words. Their doubts

increased and after a while one of the men in the party

said to him: " Surely thou art one of them: for thou

art also a Galilean. " At this Peter was terrified, and

he began to curse and to swear: " I know not this

man of whom you speak.' ' At that moment the cock

crew for the second time and the words of his Master

came back to his mind. " Before the cock crow

twice thou shalt deny Me thrice." Just then it would

appear that Jesus was led from the room where He
had been questioned. As He entered the courtyard

He looked at Peter, and His glance pierced His dis-

ciple to the very heart. Peter was filled with grief, and

weeping bitterly he left the house of Caiaphas.

The servants and guards in whose charge our Lord

was left for the remainder of this terrible night, sank

to the lowest depths of brutality in their treatment of

their defenceless prisoner. Although worn out and

exhausted, He was denied rest. He was spared no

insult. His jailers spat in His face. They blindfolded

Him and then struck Him saying mockingly: " Pro-

phesy, who it is that struck Thee." Only when they

tired of their brutal ill-treatment did they cease. It is

probable that Jesus was then thrust into some place of

confinement until the following morning.
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72. Jesus is condemned to death by the

Jewish Council
Matt. 27: ij 26: 59-66; Mk. 14: 55-64; Lie. 22: 66-71.

1

The Great Council of the Jews assembled early on

Friday morning. St. Luke says they met as soon as it

was day. This Council was called the " Sanhedrin-"

and it was presided over by the High Priest. About

half of its members at least were priests but there were

also some leading Pharisees and representatives of

wealthy landowners and noble families. They all

knew the purpose for which Caiaphas had called the

Council together. Their intention was to find evidence

of an offence against their religious law on which Christ

could be condemned to death. The Jews at this time

had not the power to put anyone to death. If, how-

ever, they found one of their nation guilty of some

grave crime against their religion, Pilate would doubt-

less give his consent to have him executed.

This then was the problem before the Sanhedrin

—

to show that Christ had committed a grave offence

against their religious beliefs. But, it was difficult to

get evidence of such an offence, for Christ had in-

structed His hearers to obey the Law. Those who
came forward were false witnesses, and the stories

they told did not agree. Some of them said that they

had heard Him declare: " I will destroy this temple

made with hands, and within three days I will build

another not made with hands." But Jesus had never

said He would destroy the Temple. What He actually
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said was: " Destroy this temple, and in three days I

will raise it up." (Jri. 2: 19.)

Seeing that they were making no headway and that

the witnesses contradicted one another whilst our Lord

remained silent, the High Priest went straight to the

root of the matter. Rising up in their midst he asked

Jesus this question: " Art Thou the Christ, the Son

of the blessed God? " Clear and unmistakable was the

answer of our Lord: " I am." And to confirm this

statement of His Divine origin, He added: "And
you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand

of the power of God, and coming with the clouds of

heaven."

Then the High Priest rent his garments and de-

clared that our Lord had committed blasphemy—

a

sin fof which the punishment was death. Amongst
the Jews, to tear the upper garment from the neck to

the girdle was a sign of horror or grief. Turning to

the other members of the Council Caiaphas declared

:

" You have heard the blasphemy. What think you?
"

They said in answer: " He is guilty of death." Thus
the verdict was given and Jesus was condemned to

die. Before, however, the sentence could be carried

out the consent of the Roman Governor had to be

obtained.

73. Pontius Pilate

Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor or Procurator,

held his high office as long as he remained in the

Emperor's favour. He was a severe ruler and crushed
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any attempt at rebellion with a heavy hand. He dis-

liked the Jews and they in turn hated him. To them

he was a pagan and a foreign official representing a

power which had taken away their liberty.

Pilate placed no trust in the Jewish leaders. More
than once they had outwitted him and had brought

down upon him a rebuke from his imperial masters.

Thus when Pilate had certain golden shields hung up
in the palace he occupied at Jerusalem, the Jews pro-

tested to Caesar. The shields seem to have been harm-

less enough, but the Jews held that they were pagan

emblems and pressed for their removal. They won
their point. Caesar ordered Pilate to have the shields

taken down. On another occasion Pilate broke the

rule which forbade Roman soldiers entering Jerusalem

to carry their standards with the images on them.

Again the Jews complained to the Emperor, and again

Pilate was rebuked. So when Pilate found himself

drawn into the trial of our Lord, he was resolved not

to give the Jews an excuse for denouncing him again,

though ,he certainly tried to save Christ. But his task

was a difficult one, and he was weak. The Jews were

cunning and played on his fear of Caesar.

74. Jesus is accused before Pilate

Matt. 27: 2; Mk. 15: 15 Lk. 23: 1-2; Tn. 18: 28-32.

Jesus was bound and brought before Pilate at an early

hour on Friday morning. During the time of the

Pasch the Governor, whose usual dwelling-place was
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at Caesarea, resided in Jerusalem. Here he occupied

either the palace of Herod or the fortress of the An-

tonia. Christian tradition says that at the time of our

Lord's trial Pilate was at the Antonia. In the court-

yard of the fortress he could assemble his men or give

iudgment in cases brought before him. The Jews who
conducted Jesus to Pilate would not pass the doorway

leading to the courtyard. To enter the meeting-place

of pagans was forbidden by the Jewish Law, and that

evening the Paschal Sabbath began. They did not go

in, says St. John, " that they might not be defiled, but

that they might eat the Pasch." When the Jews led

Christ before Pilate it was not for the purpose of

having another trial. It was simply to get him to give

permission to have our Lord put to death.

On learning that our Lord had been brought before

him, Pilate came out on to a terrace or balcony. Ad-

dressing the leading Jews, he immediately began his

inquiry. " What accusation bring you against this

man?" he asked. The question seems to have an-

noyed the Jews. It appeared as if Pilate were about

to begin a fresh inquiry. This was not what they

wanted. The matter had been dealt with: it only

remained for Pilate to give consent for the sentence of

death to be carried out. So they answered sharply that

unless He were a criminal they would not have de-

livered Him up for punishment.

Pilate was not satisfied. This was a case with which

he would prefer to have nothing to do. So he replied

:

" Take Him you, and judge Him according to your

Jaw." Then the Jews revealed what they wanted. " It
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is not lawful for us to put any man to death/' they

declared. The truth was out at last. Pilate now learned,

if he had not already suspected it, that they simply

wanted him to give his consent to the execution of

Christ. To persuade him that the charge they brought

was grave, they hinted that Jesus was stirring up rebel-

lion against Caesar. " We have found this man per-

verting our nation," they said, " and forbidding to give

tribute to Caesar, saying that he is Christ the king."

Pilate then saw that here was a matter into which he

would have to inquire. Refusal to pay taxes to the

Romans had some years before caused an insurrection

in Galilee, and false messiahs had arisen from time to

time whose words had stirred the Jews to rebellion.

Jesus was thus charged with crimes which, in the eyes

of Rome, were the most serious He could commit.

75. Jesus is questioned by Pilate

Matt. 27: 11-14$ Mk. 15: 2-5; Lk. 23: 3; Jn. 18: 33-38.

Returning within, Pilate summoned our Lord and

examined Him. " Art Thou the King of the Jews?
"

he asked. To Pilate a king was an earthly monarch

with power over a country or race and with an army

at his command. Jesus had never claimed to be a

king of this kind. He did claim to be king of men's

hearts and minds, King of a Kingdom of the Spirit.

He wished to prove what Pilate meant and He asked

:

" Sayest thou this thing of thyself or have others

told it thee of Me? ' The governor avoided a direct
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answer. He asked in scorn: " Am I a Jew? Thy
own nation and the chief priests have delivered Thee
up to me. What hast Thou done? ' Jesus returned

to Pilate's first question. He explained that His

kingdom was not of this world. If it were, His sup-

porters would have taken up arms to aid Him.
Pilate was puzzled. He was a pagan and found it

difficult to grasp the idea of a kingdom which did not

belong to this world. He repeated his question :
* Art

Thou a king then ? ' Jesus answered that He was a

King and that He had come into this world to preach

the truth. Those who believed in Him, and what He
taught, belonged to the Kingdom of Truth. Still

Pilate did not understand what our Lord meant. One
thing, however, was clear: the Emperor had nothing

to fear. There was no threat here to the Roman power.

Our Lord stood silent while His life hung in the bal-

ance. Pilate wondered and hesitated as to what he

should do. He was anxious to avoid giving the Jews

grounds for complaining to the emperor, He had to

handle them carefully. Yet Christ was innocent. He
could not therefore hand Him over to His enemies.

76. Jesus before Herod
Lk. 23: 4-12.

What Pilate should have done at this stage is clear.

He had questioned our Lord and found there was no

case against Him. He should therefore have stated

that Christ had committed no offence, and refused to

G
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discuss the matter further with the Jews. But they,

seeing that the governor was weakening, redoubled

their cries and made fresh accusations, shouting:
" He stirred up the people, teaching through all Judaea,

beginning from Galilee to this place." It was crafty

of the Jews to mention Galilee—the province where,

more than in any other, disorder was likely to break

out. It was the first time that the name " Galilee
"

had been mentioned, and Pilate immediately asked if

indeed Christ came from that district. On learning

that Christ was a Galilean, he decided forthwith to send

Him to Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, who happened

at that time to be in Jerusalem.

Herod had no power in Jerusalem. He was there

merely as a private visitor, probably on account of the

festival, but he was apparently allowed to bring some of

his guards with him. Jesus was one of Herod's sub-

jects, and it would be an advantage for Pilate to have

the prince on his side in case the Jews made fresh

complaints about him to Caesar. Further, Pilate and

Herod were not then on friendly terms. To ask for

Herod's opinion in this difficult case would flatter the

Jewish prince and help to smooth over past differences.

To Herod therefore our Lord was brought and His

accusers accompanied Him.
For a long time Herod had been anxious to see

Christ. He had heard much of the wonderful things

He had done and he knew the*e was some connection

between Him and John the Baptist whom he had put

to death. Herod also was probably superstitious like

many of his pagan friends and may have dabbled in
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magic. It is possible that he regarded our Lord as a

magician who would work a miracle to please him.
" He hoped to see some sign wrought by Him," says

St. Luke. But Herod was doomed to disappointment.

In vain did he ask questions. Christ remained silent.

The chief priests and Pharisees poured forth their

accusations but Jesus made no reply.

Herod decided that our Lord was not going to

gratify his thirst for marvels. Evidently he came to

the conclusion that He was a fool or impostor, for

with his guards he began to mock Jesus. They dressed

Him in a white garment like that worn by a priest, and

ridiculed Him,
Clothed thus He was sent back to Piiate

5
for Herod

had determined it was best to have nothing to do with

the case. By the Jews in general he was hated for the

part he had played in the death of John the Baptist.

If he became connected with the condemnation of

Christ, he might run the risk of even more unpopu-

larity. He was pleased with Pilate's gesture in con-

sulting him. It was a compliment and made amends

for the way Pilate had formerly treated him. That

same day, St. Luke tells us, Herod and Pilate were

made friends together.

By His patient endurance in Herod's presence our

Lord had fulfilled another prophecy recorded by

Isaias: " He shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter

and shall be dumb as a lamb before His shearer, and

He shall not open His mouth.

"
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77. Jesus again before Pilate:

Barabbas
Matt. 27: 15-23; Mk. 15: 6-14; Lk. 23: 13-23;

Jn. 18: 39-40.

Thus Pilate found that he, and he alone, had to decide.

The case had made no progress. Jesus had been

brought back for judgment. The chief priests and

elders were angry at the delay that had occurred. They
showed their impatience by urging Pilate to pass sen-

tence. But the Governor was reluctant, The more they

pressed for his decision, the less inclined he felt to

consent. Instead, he repeated that he did not find

Christ guilty of the offences with which they charged

Him. Nor, he added, had Herod discovered any

crime in Him which merited death. Why then should

He be condemned to die?

Here an incident occurred which seemed to Pilate

to offer a chance of saving our Lord's life. It was the

custom at the feast of the Pasch for the governor to set

a prisoner free. The Jews themselves chose the one

to be pardoned. Crowds from the city now flocked to

the Antonia Gate to claim their privilege. When the

call went up for the release of a prisoner, Pilate seized

his chance. He knew it was only the Jewish leaders,

not the people, who hated Jesus and desired His

death. So he suggested to the people that they might

ask for Jesus to be set free. " Will you that I release

to you the King of the Jews?" he asked. The chief

priests, however, were busy prompting the people to
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ask for the release of a prisoner named Barabbas. This

criminal had been convicted of robbery and murder.

His crime had been committed during a rebellion and

he had become a kind of popular hero. The multitude

had no wish to harm Jesus, but they did desire the

release of Barabbas and they allowed themselves to be

fooled. Barabbas's name was taken up by the crowd

—

he was the one they wanted pardoned.

St. Matthew relates that at this point an urgent

message from his wife came to Pilate saying: " Have
thou nothing to do with that just man; for I have

suffered many things this day in a dream because of

Him." Then Pilate, seeing that the people had been

swayed by the advice of the chief priests, made another

attempt. He asked which of the two they wanted to be

set free. When the Jews saw that he was slow to grant

their demand they clamoured all the more. " Barab-

bas " was the cry on all sides.

What shall I do then with Jesus that is called

Christ ?" asked Pilate. Whereupon they cried out:
1

Let Him be crucified/' No doubt the cry was started

by a few men instructed by our Lord's accusers, for

the crowd had never shown anything but friendliness

to our Lord. They were the same people who had

cheered Him on Palm Sunday. But once the cry was

started, it spread and grew in strength. Crowds are

often scarcely responsible for their actions, and so it

was now.
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78. The Scourging

Matt. 27.: 26; Mk. 15: 15; Jn. 19: 1.

But Pilate made a further effort to save Christ. Jesus

had done nothing' to merit death and he declined to

yield to His cruel and savage enemies, Probably he

hoped that if He were scourged, the Jews would be

satisfied.
E

I will chastise Him therefore and let Him
go/' he announced. Then our Lord was delivered up

to the soldiers to be scourged.

Scourging was a brutal and frightful punishment.

Well might Pilate have hoped that it would satisfy

the ferocious hatred of the Jews. The scourge was a

whip made with leather thongs loaded with lead or

small iron chains ending in a sharp point. The victim

was stripped of his upper garments and his hands tied

to a pillar. This was sometimes about half the height

of a man so that the back was bent. At other times it

was so high that the body was drawn up on to the

toes. The cruel lash wound itself round chest, back,

and face, tearing away the flesh and leaving the sufferer

a bleeding mass. Many died from the effects of

scourging, and others were ruined in health for the

remainder of their lives.

Such was the cruel treatment which Jesus received.

When the soldiers ceased to inflict the terrible punish-

ment, His upper garments were flung about His

bleeding shoulders and He was brought back to the

place of trial.
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79. Jesus is crowned with Thorns

Matt. 27: 27-30; Mk. 15: 16-19; Jn. 19: 2-3.

While our Lord waited for the governor to make his

final decision, the soldiers mocked Him. With coarse

and cruel jokes they crowned Him King of the Jews.

They tore His clothes from His wounded body and

wrapped Him in a scarlet cloak, to represent purple,

which was the Roman imperial colour. They also

plaited a crown of thorns for Him. Fires were com-

monly kindled with thorny plants gathered from the

hillside and from these, doubtless, the crown was

made. Having placed the crown on His head they

put a spear shaft, made of cane or bamboo, in His

hand to represent the royal sceptre. Pretending to

pay Him homage, they passed before Him bowing the

knee, and saluted Him saying: " Hail, King of the

Jews." Then they spat on Him, and taking the shaft

struck Him with it on the head. The Roman soldiers

despised the Jews; therefore, when they had at their

mercy one who was said to be the King of the Jews,

they employed every form of cruelty and insult to

humiliate Him.

80. Jesus is condemned to death

by Pilate

Matt. 27: 26; Mk. 15: 15; Lk. 23: 24-5; Jn. 19; 4-16.

Our Lord presented a tragic sight. When Pilate saw

Him, it must have occurred to him that His enemies
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would think He had suffered enough. In the hope

that he might excite their pity, he decided to let them

see Christ for themselves. Pilate then came out on to

some elevated place—on a terrace or balcony from

whence he could overlook the crowd—and presenting

our Lord to the people said: " Behold, I bring Him
forth to you that you may know that I find no cause in

Him." Jesus therefore came forth wearing the crown

of thorns and the purple garment. And Pilate said to

them: " Behold the Man." Whether Pilate knew it

or not, he had made a tremendous pronouncement.

Jesus Christ is indeed the MAN who has stood, and

still stands, in place of us all, before God, bearing the

punishment due to us and reconciling us to the Father

in Himself.

No doubt Pilate sought for a spark of human kind-

ness or mercy in the hearts of the leading Jews. But

he sought in vain. The sight of our Lord only in-

creased the fury of the chief priests and those Jews

who were with them. Nothing but the death of Christ

would satisfy them, and they cried out, saying:
11
Crucify Him, crucify Him." Again Pilate refused.

Christ was innocent and he would not put Him to

death. " Take Him you and crucify Him for I find

no cause in Him," he said. But they would not take

the risk of putting Him to death, for they had not the

power to execute their victims. Had they done so,

Pilate might have denounced them to the authorities at

Rome. So they appealed to their own law saying:

We have a law, and according to the law He ought

to die, because He made Himself the Son of God." It
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was Pilate's duty to put the law into force and execute

Jesus for blasphemy.

When the governor heard the words " Son of God '

he was afraid. He knew from the bearing of Christ

that He was no ordinary man. In the face of every

outrage Christ remained calm and gentle. He took no

heed of injury and insult. In his alarm Pilate decided

to examine our Lord once more. He again took Him
into the interior of the building. " Whence art Thou ?"

he asked. Jesus made no reply. Pilate was angered

by His silence and pressed for an answer. " Speakest

Thou not to me?' he demanded. " Knowest Thou
not that I have power to crucify Thee, and I have

power to release Thee?" Our Lord's reply made
Pilate fear the more: " Thou shouldst not have any

power against Me unless it were given thee from

above." The words of our Lord's reply remind us that

the laying down of His life was a voluntary act. There

is an early prophecy concerning Him, in Isaias, which

says: " He was offered because it was His own will."

And in our Lord's discourse to His disciples when He
described Himself as the Good Shepherd who gives

His life for His sheep, He said: " I lay down My
life, that I may take it [up] again. No man taketh it

away from Me: but I lay it down of Myself, and I

have power to lay it down : and I have power to take

it up again." It is necessary to understand this in order

to realise the completeness of our Lord's sacrifice of

Himself. On hearing our Lord's words, the governor

became uneasy and decided that he would have

nothing more to do with the case. He would set Jesus
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free. But the Jews, realising that they were losing

ground, made a desperate effort to wring consent from

the unwilling Pilate: '* If thou release this man, thou

art not Caesar's friend." They added the false charge

that Jesus sought a worldly kingdom, and that there-

fore He was in revolt against the emperor. They
warned Pilate: " Whosoever maketh himself a king,

speaketh against Caesar."

The governor then yielded. He feared Caesar. One
word from Tiberius, and Pilate was a ruined man. In

disputes brought before the emperor for his decision

the Jews had always defeated him. If he released

Christ, they would accuse him of treason—the most

serious crime with which the governor of a province

could be charged.

Pilate took his seat in the place of judgment. This

was a raised platform in a paved courtyard or open

space outside the Antonia. He was still wavering. He
made a last appeal to the Jews. As Jesus was brought

forward for sentence he said to them: " Behold your

King! " In a mighty wave their hatred surged. They
cried in uproar: " Away with Him, away with Him.
Crucify Him!" " Shall I crucify your King?" asked

Pilate. " We have no king but Caesar," answered the

chief priests. Pilate saw that he could do nothing

against the determined hatred of the Jews. The
uproar was increasing. The noise was deafening, and

he could not make himself heard.

At his command a bowl of water was now brought

to him. Solemnly he washed his hands to show that

he wished to clear himself of all guilt. The public
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washing of hands was not a Roman custom, but the

Jews looking on would know what Pilate meant. It

was thus that their own elders acted to show their

innocence when a murder had taken place and the

guilty person could not be found. ' I am innocent of

the blood of this just man: look you to it," he declared.

Then the whole people answering said: " His blood

be upon us and upon our children." No mere washing

of hands could free Pilate from his responsibility, but

the terrible crime of slaying the Messiah was com-

mitted by the whole Jewish nation, and by their

declaration they took the guilt of the act upon them-

selves.

The hour was now close to noon on Friday, the day

of preparation for the Sabbath, Pilate ordered Barab-

bas to be set free. He delivered Jesus to be crucified

and sent a body of Roman soldiers to carry out His

execution.

8 1 . The Despair of Judas

Matt. 27: 3-10. [Acts of the Apostles, 1: 15-20.]

Judas, who had betrayed our Lord, seeing that He
was condemned to death, was stricken with remorse.

Hurrying back to the chief priests and elders^ and

bringing with him the thirty pieces of silver, he cried:

" I have sinned in betraying innocent blood." This

tribute to the innocence of his Master did not impress

his hearers. Jesus was to die and their hatred was

satisfied. They treated the informer coldly: what he
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did or said left them unmoved. " What is that to us?

M

they replied. " Look thou to it."

Hearing their answer Judas flung down the pieces

of silver on the pavement of the Temple. Mad with

grief he rushed from the presence of the Jewish

leaders. Though he repented of his act of treachery

he thought his sin was too great to be pardoned. In-

stead of seeking forgiveness he abandoned hope, and

in despair he went out and hanged himself.

In the Temple the priests were puzzled to know
what should be done with the money Judas had re-

turned. Money which was the price of blood was
" unclean ' and therefore could not be placed in the

funds of the Temple. A way out of the difficulty was

found by purchasing a piece of ground known as the

Potter's Field, which lay close to the Pottery Gate in

the South Wall. This plot of land was used as a burial

ground for strangers who died while visiting Jerusa-

lem. It was called Haceldama, the " field of blood ",

because it was bought with money which had been the

" price of blood.

"

8 2 . The Way of the Cross

Matt. 27: 31-32; Mk. 15: 20-21; Lk. 23: 26-32;

Jn. 19: 16-17.

According to general custom a prisoner who was to

be crucified carried the cross on which he was to suffer

to the place of execution. A centurion led the way
?
and

close to him walked a soldier carrying a board on which

was written the nature of the crime for which the
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prisoner was to die. It was usual for the sad procession

to pass through the busiest streets. The soldiers

cleared a passage through the crowds.

The garment of mockery with which Jesus had been

covered was removed, and He was dressed again in

His own clothing. The cross was laid on His shoulder

and with an escort of four soldiers He left the Prae-

torium. Two criminals, who were also to die, followed,

each guarded by four soldiers. The place of execution,

about a quarter of a mile distant, was a low hill outside

the city walls. It was called Golgotha (skull) in

Aramaic, and Calvaria (Calvary) in Latin. Perhaps the

hill had once, before buildings partly covered it,

looked like the top of a human head.

It was soon obvious that Jesus was too weak to

carry His heavy burden. The soldiers therefore

forced a man called Simon of Cyrene, who was coming

in to the city from the country, to carry the cross. A
great multitude of people followed the pitiful proces-

sion, and many women also wept and lamented as they

watched our Lord pass by. Touched by their grief

and pity, and forgetting His own sorrow, Jesus turned

to address them: " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not

for Me but weep for yourselves and for your children/'

He foresaw the terrible punishment that was to fall

on the guilty city. The days would come when the

inhabitants, in a vain endeavour to escape their doom,

would call on the very mountains and hills to conceal

them.

On reaching Golgotha the soldiers halted. The
place of execution was separated from the city only
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by the wall and a ditch. There, in full view of all who
went in and out through the gate, the soldiers made the

last melancholy preparations for the Crucifixion.

83. Jesus is Crucified

Matt. 27: 33-50; Mk. 15: 22-37; Lk. 23: 33-46;

Jn. 19: 17-30.

To die on the cross was the most terrible and shameful

of deaths. It was reserved by the Romans for desperate

criminals and slaves. It was a form of punishment

never inflicted by the Jews on a living man. They
crucified only the dead bodies of those who had been

slain for blasphemy. Therefore the death which they

demanded for Christ at the hands of the Romans was

more dreadful than any which their own law permitted.

In pictures of the Crucifixion Jesus is shown up-

right, with head erect, and with a support beneath the

feet. It was not thus that the victims died who perished

by the cross. The body sagged forward with the weight

falling on the hands. The head hung helpless on the

breast, and it is doubtful if there was a support for the

feet. Consumed with burning thirst and racked with

pain, the victim, in an agony of torment, lingered for

hours, sometimes for days, until the end mercifully

came. Such was the death to which the Jews con-

demned our Lord.

Jesus was now stripped of His garments. These

the soldiers seized for themselves. By custom the

clothes of the victim became the property of the execu-

tioners. Before being nailed to the cross our Lord was
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offered wine to which rnyrrh had been added. Such

a drink was believed to make the sufferer unconscious

and it was usual to offer it to a criminal about to be

crucified. Jesus tasted the draught but did not drink

it. With full consciousness He would endure every

pain. It was the Father's will that He should drain

the gup of sorrow to the last drop. This was part of

the price of our redemption.

Jesus was laid on the ground, the cross beam
beneath the shoulders. His arms were stretched out

and His hands were nailed, first the right and then

the left. Already the upright pole was fixed to the

ground. His body was now raised up and drawn

against the upright. A wooden peg or kind of seat

took the weight while the cross beam was made
firmly secure. What an agony this meant for a body

already torn with pain! Finally His feet were nailed.

The two thieves were now crucified and placed on

either side of Him. This was a last gesture of scorn—
the King of the Jews crucified between two criminals

!

It was usual to place on the cross a writing showing

the crime for which the victim suffered. Pilate there-

fore wrote these words: " Jesus of Nazareth, King of

the Jews/
1

This was the title fixed above the head of

our Lord. It was written in three languages: in

Aramaic—the language of the people at Jerusalem;

in Latin—the language of the Roman conquerors; in

Greek—the language spoken generally by pagans in

Palestine and the neighbouring countries.

The title on the cross infuriated the chief priests.

Already they had denied that He was their king. They
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had no king but Caesar. They went in protest to Pilate

urging that the inscription should be changed. " Write

not," said they, *' the King of the Jews: but that He
said ' I am the King of the Jews \" But Pilate refused

and answered: What I have written I have written.

"

Meanwhile at the foot of the cross the soldiers were

engaged in dividing amongst themselves the garments

which our Lord had worn. The shirt or tunic was

made from a single piece of cloth, woven without a

seam. Such a garment, being in one piece, was of

value and they would not cut it. So the guards cast

lots to see who should have it. Thus was fulfilled a

prophecy about Jesus made long before: " They
divided my garments among them, and upon my
vesture have they cast lots."

The cross upon which Christ was crucified was not

high. His feet were not more than a foot or so above

the ground. The words which fell from His dying

lips could be heard by those who were near, above the

clamour and uproar. Seven times He spoke from the

cross and His utterances are known to us as the Seven

Words from the Cross. The first of these Words was

a prayer for those who had crucified Him: " Father,

forgive them, for they know not what they do." The
chief priests who had deliberately blinded themselves

to the fact that Christ was the Son of God; the people

of the Jews who had allowed themselves to be per-

suaded by their leaders to ask for Barabbas to be set

free and Jesus to be crucified—all were forgiven.

Jesus now pardoned them and prayed that His Father

might do likewise.
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The soldiers remained close at hand. It was custo-

mary to allow passers-by to approach the scene of

crucifixion and even to address the sufferer. So now
the friends and relatives of Jesus drew near to Him.
At the foot of His cross Mary, His Mother, was

standing. With her was another Mary, her sister or

perhaps her cousin, who was the wife of a certain

Cleophas, and also Mary Magdalen and John. Look-

ing on from some distance away were many holy

women from Galilee who believed in Jesus and had

waited on Him while He was preaching there.

Amongst them were Mary, the mother of James the

Less, and Salome, mother of James and John.

John himself describes for us the scene which

followed. To see His Mother plunged in grief while

witnessing His agony was an added torture for our

Lord. His thought was to console her, to leave her to

one who would care for her. John, the disciple

whom He loved, was standing beside her. " Woman,
behold thy son," said Jesus. And then to John:
" Behold thy Mother." From that hour the disciple took

her under his protection. He brought her to his own
home and gave her all the devoted affection of a son.

Since about the twelfth century the Church has come
to attach a special meaning to these parting words of

our Lord. St. John is regarded as representing all

Christians. In giving him to Mary as her son, Jesus

made her the mother of us all.

The chief priests, Scribes, and elders had come to

see the spectacle of the dying Christ. They were more

than satisfied with their work. Jesus was securely
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nailed to the cross, and now they could continue in

their old ways without fear of interference from Him.
They made blasphemous jests, taunting Him with

thesfe words: " He saved others, Himself He cannot

save: If He be the King of Israel let Him now come
down from the cross and we will believe Him." The
crowd joined in the mocking and insulted Him without

pity. Passers-by shook their heads solemnly to lend

their words more weight and said: " Thou that

destroyest the temple of God and in three days dost

rebuild it, save Thy own self/' They challenged Him
to set Himself free: " If Thou be the Son of God,

come down from the cross. " Then they went their

way satisfied that He deserved His punishment. They
believed that if He did not merit the cross, the Sanhe-

drin, the Jewish Council, would never have pressed for

His death. This Council had great influence amongst

ordinary people and there for everyone to see were

prominent members of the Council, chief priests and

Scribes, jeering like the rest at Christ. The great

religious leaders did not think it beneath their dignity

to join with the rabble in their cruelty. They disliked

the title Pilate had put up—" King of the Jews "

—

and they scoffed at Him, saying :
" IfThou be the King

of the Jews, save Thyself/' Others said: " He trusted

in God: let Him now deliver Him, if He will have

Him; for He said: I am the Son of God." This was

perhaps their greatest blasphemy of all.

One of the thieves who was crucified with our Lord,

though dying himself, joined in the mockery. Echoing

the taunts of the crowd, hejeered :
" If Thou be Christ,
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save Thyself and us." But his companion rebuked

him. They both, he said, had committed evil deeds and

deserved their punishment. ' But this Man," he

added, " hath done no evil.'
5

Then, full of repentance

for the wrong that he had done, he confessed his faith

in Christ in this humble prayer: " Lord, remember

me when Thou shalt come into Thy Kingdom." His

prayer was heard: " I say to thee," answered our

Lord, " This day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise."

During the three hours that our Lord hung on the

cross the daylight was dimmed as if ah eclipse of the

sun were taking place. Towards the third hour Jesus

uttered a loud cry, saying: " Eli, Eli, lamma sabac-

thani?" words meaning: "My God, My God, why
hast Thou forsaken Me? ' Unlearned people standing

by, hearing the word " Eli ", thought He was calling

on Elias, the prophet. The priests, however, would

recognise that our Lord was quoting the opening words

of a psalm— the same psalm which contained the

prophecy about the division of His garments. These

words sound like a cry of despair, but our Lord was

always God, and despair could not come near Him.
But they are a cry of agony, of greater agony, 110 doubt,

than what He had gone through at Gethsemani. Our
Lord had in His life chosen to suffer many pains

of body and also of mind, for our salvation. So He
now chose, willingly and not under compulsion, to

undergo a time of mental pain and horror worse than

anything before it. What sort of horror it was, we can

only guess. He was unconquerable, but yet the tor-

ment was real and intense.



200 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
Jesus now suffered from acute thirst, drained as His

body was of every drop of blood. So great was the

torment that He murmured " I thirst." One of the

soldiers took compassion on Him. Dipping a sponge

in the sour wine, the usual drink of Roman soldiers

and by them commonly called vinegar, he placed it

at the end of a spear so as to lift it to our Lord's lips.

This act of kindness brought forth more mockery

from those who stood by, and recalling the appeal

which he thought Jesus had made to Elias, the soldier

replied :
" Let us see if Elias come to take Him down."

Yet he raised the sponge to our Lord's lips and eased

His burning thirst.

The hour of death was near. And Jesus, knowing

that all things were fulfilled; the cup of suffering

drained; the price of redemption paid, and His work

ended, said: " It is consummated. " Then with a loud

voice He cried :
' Father, into Thy hands I commend

My Spirit." And when Jesus said these words. He
bowed His head and died.

84. After the Death of our Lord
Matt. 27: 51-56; Mk. 15: 38-40; Lk. 23: 45, 47-49.

When Christ died a number of extraordinary events

occurred. The ground was shaken by an earthquake

and the rocks were split. The il
veil in the Temple '

was torn in two from the top to the bottom. There

were two of these veils, magnificent curtains sixty feet

high and thirty feet wide, made from very thick

material. One hung across the open doorway at the
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entrance to the Holy Place where the priests burned

incense. The other separated the Holy Place from the

Holy of Holies where nobody but the High Priest was

allowed to enter. We do not know which of these two

curtains was torn at the time of our Lord's death.

Whichever it was, it would seem that when He died,

the curtain was rent as a sign that service in the Temple

was no longer required by God.

The centurion in charge of the soldiers at the

Crucifixion had been watching Jesus. He knew how
those who were crucified struggled in an agony of pain,

crying out and begging for mercy. But Jesus had

remained in complete command of Himself to the end,

choosing, as His last words show, the very moment at

which He gave up His Spirit. Seeing the manner of

His death, and the earthquake, and the strange hap-

penings that took place, the centurion was afraid and

cried out: " Indeed, this Man was the Son of God."

And the multitude who had seen the " things that

were done ' became overwhelmed with a sense of

£uilt and returned into the citv beating their breasts.

85. The Side of Jesus is pierced

with a Lance

Jn. 19: 31-37.

The day was now drawing to a close. In general,

according to Jewish law, the body of an executed

criminal must be buried by sunset. On that particular

evening at sunset the Paschal Sabbath began. It
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was therefore urgent that the law regarding burial

should be observed. On so great an occasion the Holy
City must not be defiled by the sight of the bodies of

criminals hanging on the cross. The Jews therefore

hastened to Pilate and demanding that their law should

be put into force, asked that the legs of those that had

not died should be broken and the bodies taken away.

When the sufferer on the cross was to be killed out-

right, it was usual to break the legs first. This was a

kind of added punishment to make up for the shorten-

ing of his agony. Then with a thrust of a sword or

lance the death stroke was given.

Pilate agreed to the request of the Jews. The
soldiers therefore came and they broke the legs of the

two who were crucified with Jesus. But when they

came to Jesus they saw that He was already dead, and

they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers

with a spear pierced His side, and immediately there

came forth blood and water. St. John, wrho records

what took place, adds that two more prophecies from

the Scriptures were now fulfilled: " You shall not

break a bone of Him." And again: "They shall

look on Him whom they pierced.

"
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86. Joseph of Arimathea seeks permis-

sion to bury the Body of Christ.

Our Lord's Body is taken down
from the Cross and laid in the tomb

Matt. 27: 57-61; ML 15: 41-47; Lk. 23: 50-56;

Jn. 19: 38-42.

Our Lord's friends now took action to see that His

body should be buried with respect. They wished to

save Him from the criminals* grave into which the

bodies of those who had been put to death were thrown.

They knew of the law which required that the burial

should take place by sunset. It was about three o'clock

when Christ died, and the short spring day left little

time in which to make the necessary preparations.

A good and just man named Joseph, who was a

native of Arimathea, a little town in Judaea, now came

forward. He was wealthy and a member of the San-

hedrin or Jewish Council, but he had taken no part in

the condemnation of our Lord. He was in fact a secret

follower of Jesus who had concealed his faith through

fear of the Jews. Now, however, he laid aside all dis-

guise and acted openly and fearlessly. He went

boldly to Pilate and asked permission to take away the

body of Christ.

The request surprised the Roman governor for the

Jews had only just obtained the order that He should

be killed on the cross. So he sent for the centurion to
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make enquiries, and, on hearing that Jesus was dead,

he gave Joseph permission to remove His body.

Then Joseph, having bought a shroud of fine linen,

hastened to Golgotha. With him was Nicodemus, also

a follower of our Lord, but one who like Joseph had

till now been afraid to confess his faith openly, and had

at first come to Jesus by night. Together they brought

a great quantity of myrrh and aloes, about one hundred

pounds' weight.

Taking down the body of our Lord from the cross,

they wrapped Him in the fine linen with the spices,

which was the manner of the Jews to bury. Strips of

linen would be wound round the body, and a cloth

wrapped round the head. It cannot be doubted that

the holy women who followed our Lord from Galilee

assisted in these last sad rites. The tradition of the

Church says that it was Mary who received in her

arms the body of her Son.

Near the place where Christ was crucified was a

garden in which Joseph, being a rich man, had pre-

pared a tomb for himself. A garden was a favourite

spot to select as a place of burial and the sepulchre was

hewn from the solid rock. Graveyards were commonly

used only for the poor and strangers. Rock tombs

consisted usually of two small chambers or vaults

connected by a low arched entrance. In the inner

chamber was a stone shelf on which the body was laid

with a support on which the head rested. In recent

years rock tombs have been discovered in Palestine

containing the shelf for the body and the stone rest for

the head. To the outer chamber the body was brought
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and there anointed or temporarily embalmed. The
fragrant mixture of myrrh and aloes was in common
use for this purpose. Finally the body was placed on a

stone shelf in the innermost chamber. Then the outer

entrance was closed by a heavy circular stone which

was rolled into place in front of the tomb.

Joseph, wishing to pay to the body of Christ the

highest honour he could, presented to his Master the

resting-place he had prepared for himself—a new

tomb, in which never as yet had any man been laid. It

was only a short distance away and this may have been

another reason for Joseph's generosity. There was no

time to be lost, for the Sabbath was to begin at sunset;

the burial had to be finished by that time and it was

already becoming late.

To this sepulchre the body of our Lord was brought.

The Gospels do not give all the details of the burial

but we may suppose that Christ was first laid in the

outer chamber and anointed. The body would then

be placed on the stone shelf in the inner chamber. St.

Luke tells us that the women who had come from

Galilee, saw the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.

Finally a great stone was rolled into place in front of

the outer entrance.

Then Mary Magdalen and Mary, the mother of

James, who had been watching what was done, left the

sepulchre and returned to prepare their spices and

ointments. They intended to return to anoint the

body, but during the Sabbath, just then about to

begin, they were bound by the law of rest. Not until

the day following could they again visit the tomb.
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87. The Tomb is guarded

Matt. 27 : 62-66.

On Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, the chief priests and

Pharisees visited Pilate. The memory of our Lord's

promise to rise again on the third day made them

uneasy. They knew that He was dead and they were

satisfied in this respect. But there were many people

whom it would not be difficult to deceive. Supposing,

they said to Pilate, His body were removed secretly

from the Tomb by His disciples. It could then be

announced that Jesus was risen from the dead. They
explained their fears to Pilate, telling him that Jesus

while He was yet alive had said: " After three days I

will rise again." Then they made this request: " Com-
mand therefore the sepulchre to be guarded until the

third day; lest perhaps His disciples come and steal

Him away and say to the people: * He is risen from

the dead.' " To impress Pilate they hinted that disorder

and tumult might follow, saying: " And the last

error shall be worse than the first." If it were spread

abroad that Jesus of Nazareth had risen from the dead

the excitement would be even greater than it had been

when He declared Himself to be the Messiah.

Pilate treated their demand coldly. " You have a

guard," he replied, " Go, guard it as you know." The
Jews therefore went and made the sepulchre secure,

sealing the stone, and setting guards. The enemies of

Christ were now satisfied. The lifeless body of Jesus

of Nazareth was securely imprisoned in the grave.
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88- The Resurrection

Matt. 28: 1-10; Mk. 16: i-iij Lie. 24: 1-12;

Jn. 20: 1— 1 8.

Our Lord was buried a little before sunset on Friday.

At sunset the Sabbath began, and lasted till sunset on

Saturday. The first day of the new week followed and

sometime during that night—-we do not know when

—

our Lord rose from the dead. His body was therefore

in the grave for a part of three Jewish days, and He
rose on the third day, although according to our way

of keeping time, it was the second day.

St. Peter tells us that while His body lay in the

tomb, His soul visited the souls of the just men who
had died before His crucifixion. These had not yet

been admitted to heaven, and were therefore in limbo

though they were not in suffering. This is what the

Creed means by saying: " He descended into hell."

As our Lord died for them, they could now enter

heaven, and He brought them there.

Some time then before dawn on Sunday, Jesus of

Nazareth rose from the dead. His soul and body were

united again, and by miraculous power He departed

from the grave. The stone barring the entrance re-

mained undisturbed. The sentries outside noticed

nothing, and could have no idea that the tomb was

empty. Then a remarkable event followed. The
ground was shaken by an earthquake. An angel of the

Lord descended from heaven, rolled back the stone

from the empty tomb, and sat down on it. " His
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countenance was as lightning and his raiment as

snow/' The guards were filled with fear at the sight

of him and " became as dead men." The angel soon

departed, and the guards, recovering from their help-

less terror, left the spot, perhaps without looking into

the grave.

Some of the devoted women had wished to show

their love of our Lord by providing perfumes which

the Jews used to bury with the dead. They had not

had time
?

to do this on Friday, and such things could

not be bought on the Sabbath. They therefore pur-

chased what they needed on Saturday evening, when
the shops opened after sunset as the Sabbath ended,

deciding to visit the grave as early as possible the next

morning, and to place the fragrant spices close to the

body of Christ. Mary Magdalen was the first of them

to reach the grave. It was still nearly dark when she

arrived. To her amazement she found that the stone

had been rolled back. Peering into the tomb she saw

that it was empty. She was now thoroughly alarmed

for she feared that the Jews, intending some fresh

insult to her Master, had stolen away His body. In

dismay she fled to Peter to tell him her startling news.
" They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre,"

she cried out, ' and we know not where they have laid

Him."
Meanwhile, other holy women amongst them Salome

and Mary, the mother of James, had entered the

garden where Jesus had been buried. It would appear

that they had set out with Mary Magdalen and been

delayed on the way. Perhaps they had lost time pur-
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chasing more spices. There would have been difficulty

in getting what they required at so early an hour. The
sun had risen when they came to the tomb. On their

way their talk had been about how they could get into

the sepulchre. "Who shall roll us back the stone from

the door of the sepulchre ?" they had asked each other.

For the stone was very large and it was more than they

could do to move it. But they discovered to their

astonishment, as Mary Magdalen had done before

them, that the stone had already been moved aside.

Whilst, however, she had found the grave empty,

they, entering in, saw a young man sitting on the right

hand side of the tomb clothed in a white robe. They
were much afraid, and cast their eyes to the ground.

But the young man reassured them saying: " Be not

affrighted: you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was

crucified; He is risen: He is not here; behold the

place where they laid Him. But go tell His disciples

and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there

you shall see Him as He told you."

While these words were being spoken the holy

women trembled with fear. They knew or suspected

that they had seen an angel. Only one kind of angel

—the seraph—is spoken of in the Bible as having

wings. Usually an angel differed from a man in appear-

ance by his majesty, and sometimes, not always, by a

miraculous brightness. When this was absent, an

angel could be, and sometimes was, mistaken for a

man. The women fled from the sepulchre too fright-

ened to speak, and it wras some time later before they

gave the message to the Apostles.
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The first of the Apostles to learn that the body of

Christ had disappeared was Peter. John was most

likely with him when Mary Magdalen brought word

of what she had seen. At once Peter hastened towards

the burial place and John went with him. In their

eagerness they began to run and John, who was the

younger, outran his companion, and arrived first at the

tomb. Stooping down and looking in, he saw the linen

cloths, with which the limbs of our Lord had been

bound, lying there. John remained outside, but Peter,

on coming up, immediately entered the tomb. He,

too, saw the linen. At this moment John came in

after him. The two Apostles looked in silence. The
long narrow strip of linen, which had been wound
tightly round and round the body, had not been un-

rolled, but lay there in all its coils, now collapsed and

limp. In the same way, the cloth which had been

round our Lord's head remained in its folds without

being undone. If the body had been removed by man,

the linen would either have been taken away with it,

or unrolled and left. But in fact, it was as if the body

had melted into air, leaving the clotfis behind. The
strange sight convinced John on the spot that the body

had gone by miracle, and that our Lord was alive

again. Peter, however, does not seem to have been

convinced yet.

In spite of the fact that He had foretold His Resur-

rection in language that could not be mistaken, yet they

had not understood what Jesus meant when He said

He would rise again from the dead. It was now plain

that He had kept the promise He had solemnly made

:
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" The Son of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of

men and they shall kill Him; and after that He is

killed He shall rise again the third day."

Peter and John returned home but Mary Magdalen,

who had followed them back to the garden, remained

behind. While she was in doubt about what happened

to the body of our Lord, she could not rest satisfied.

So she lingered at the tomb weeping in her bitter

sorrow. Again she drew near to the entrance of the

sepulchre and, stooping down, she looked in. The
grave was no longer empty. Two angels were sitting

on the stone ledge where the body of Christ had been

laid, one at the head and one at the foot.

The angels spoke to her: Woman, why weepest

thou?" they asked. Mary was not frightened. Prob-

ably she failed to realise who it was that spoke to her

from the half darkness of the tomb. Or if she recog-

nised that they were angels, she was so dazed, or so

anxious for information, that she replied to the question

without showing either surprise or alarm. " Because

they have taken away my Lord," she answered, ' and

I know not where they have laid Him."
She turned to go away, and there, before her in the

garden, stood Jesus looking at her. She did not at first

recognise Him. Perhaps in order not to frighten her,

He had made some change in His appearance or

clothing, or perhaps He willed that she should not know
Him. He said to her: " Woman, why weepest thou?

Whom seekest thou?" She thought that this stranger

might be the gardener, and that he might have removed

the Lord's body from the grave. She replied therefore:
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" Sir, if thou hast taken Him hence, let me know where

thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away."

Then Jesus called her by her name. " Mary," He
said. This single word, spoken in accents she re-

membered well, touched her very heart. She at once

recognised Him. Overcome with joy, she could utter

only one word: " Rabboni ", that is, Master. Fling-

ing herself prostrate at His feet, she would have

embraced Him, but He said: " Do not touch Me,
for I am not yet ascended to My Father; but go to

My brethren and say to them: I ascend to My Father

and to • your Father, to My God and to your God."

At once she obeyed. She hurried to the Apostles

to tell them her tremendous news. " I have seen the

Lord," she exclaimed. Then she delivered to them the

message He had asked her to bring.

They did not believe her. Nor, indeed, it would

seem, was John able to persuade them that our Lord

had risen. They thought no doubt that she was mis-

taken
5
and that in her excitement she must have

imagined she saw Him. It would appear that they did

not even go to the garden themselves to see if there

were any truth in what she said.

Meanwhile the guards, who had fled from the tomb

in terror, went to the chief priests to report what had

happened. Members of the Jewish Council met to

discuss what measures they should now take. The
problem with which they were faced was difficult.

Most of the Council entirely disbelieved the soldiers'

story about the angel, and thought that the disciples

had taken away the body, either catching the soldiers
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asleep or bribing them. But the soldiers stuck to the

true story. They were Roman soldiers who knew how
serious an offence it was to fail in their duty. If they

were blamed
5
they would explain the facts in defence

of themselves. They would announce that they had

been overcome by a supernatural power* The result

would be that news of the mysterious occurrence at

the sepulchre would spread far and wide. This was

exactly what the Council did not desire: their wish

was to conceal what had happened. They therefore

gave the soldiers a large sum of money and asked them

to spread this story: " Say, you, * His disciples came

by night, and stole Him away when we were asleep/

If Pilate threatened to punish the soldiers for the

grave offence which they were asked to confess, the

Jewish Council undertook to obtain forgiveness for

them. The soldiers acted on the advice of the priests,

and word was spread among the Jews that the disciples

had removed the body of Christ,

The Jewish plan for explaining away the empty

tomb was absurd. Within three months Peter was

preaching the Resurrection at Jerusalem. This he

could never have done if the disciples had taken the

body of Christ, So gross a fraud could never have been

concealed, If, on the other hand, the enemies of our

Lord claimed to have taken His body, they could have

silenced Peter by admitting what they had done. This

explanation they did not attempt.

The Resurrection is the certain proof that Jesus

Christ was the Son of God. During His lifetime

Christ raised people from the dead. The prophets and
H
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Apostles too raised others through the power given

them by God. But the point about the Resurrection

is that Christ raised Himself from the dead. Only God
could do that.

Between the Incarnation and the Resurrection is

contained the whole story of our Redemption. And
between these two divine mysteries there is a certain

likeness and a certain difference. At the Incarnation

God laid aside the glory He had in heaven, and enter-

ing the world of human life, became a man without

ceasing to be God. After the Resurrection He took

again His glory and returned to heaven without

ceasing to be man. And He stands now before the

Father to represent all those of us who believe in Him.

89. Jesus appears to the Disciples on

the road to Emmaus, and in Jeru-

salem
Matt. 28: 9-15; Mk. 16: 9-14; Lk. 24: 13-43;

Jn. 20: 11-29.

We are told of two other appearances of our Lord to

His disciples on the day of His Resurrection. Early

in the afternoon of this first Easter Sunday two dis-

ciples, one of whom was named Cleophas, left Jerusa-

lem for Emmaus. Tradition places this town about

seven miles north-west of Jerusalem, They were sad

at heart because of the fate their Master had suffered.

He had been a great prophet and a great teacher but

He had perished miserably and His mission appeared
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to them to have ended in defeat. As they went along,

they talked together of the terrible happenings in

Jerusalem during the previous days. While they were

thus talking, Jesus drew near and spoke to them. But

they did not recognise Him and thought He was just

a traveller who had joined them for the sake of com-

pany on the journey. Then our Lord asked why they

were so sad and what it was they were talking about so

earnestly. This question surprised the two disciples.

How could anyone coming from Jerusalem, even a

complete stranger such as this pilgrim seemed to be,

fail to know of the things that had been done there

during these days? They explained that a prophet,

mighty in His deeds and in His teaching, named Jesus

of Nazareth, had been condemned by the chief priests

and magistrates and had been crucified. " But we
hoped," they said, " that it was He who should have

redeemed Israel: and now, besides all this, today is

the third day since these things were done." His

body, it appeared, had been removed from the tomb
where He had been buried. For certain women, going

there very early that same morning, had found the

sepulchre empty and had seen a vision of angels who
had told them that He was alive. " And some of our

people went to the sepulchre," they concluded, " and

found it so as the women had said, but Him they

found not."

Jesus listened to their story. They were sad and in

need of comfort and guidance, but He did not at once

reveal Himself. He chose a different way. First He
rebuked them because they had been slow to believe



216 A SHORT LIFE OF OUR LORD
the prophets, who had foretold that Christ must suffer

all these things before entering into His glory. Then
He made plain to them the meaning of what had been

written about Him in the Scriptures.

By this time they were approaching Emmaus, and

as they turned aside to go into the little town, Jesus

made as if to continue farther on. But the disciples

felt they could not part writh Him. Earnestly they

begged Him to stay with them for the night. Evening,

they urged, was drawing near, and the day was already

far spent. So our Lord yielded to their wrishes and

went with them.

It was during the evening meal that they came to

know who their guest was. When He was at the table

with them He took bread into His hands and blessed

it^ and breaking it He gave it to them. The way in

which He did this revealed to them that their guest

was none other than Christ Himself. And immedi-

ately He vanished from their sight. Then to one

another they said: " Was not our heart burning with-

in us, while He spoke in this way, and opened to us the

Scriptures?" It has been thought by some that the two

disciples received the Holy Eucharist, and that the

Bread which they had eaten was the body of the Lord,

but we are not told in the Gospel that He uttered the

words of consecration. The hearts of the disciples

were filled with joy. Their Lord was truly risen and

had appeared to them.

Hastily they rose from the table and with joyful

hearts returned to Jerusalem. There they found the

Apostles and some companions gathered together in a
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house the doors of which were locked—through fear,

no doubt, of what action the Jewish leaders might take

now that the tomb had been found empty. The two

from Emmaus told their story and how they had

known the Lord in the " breaking of bread/'

Now while they were talking of the wonderful hap-

penings of this never to be forgotten day, Jesus Him-
self appeared in their midst and said to them: " Peace

be to you, it is I, fear not." But the disciples were

troubled and frightened and supposed they had seen

a spirit. Again Jesus spoke to them, saying: " Why
are you troubled, and why do thoughts arise in your

hearts? See My hands and feet, that it is I Myself;

handle and see: for a spirit hath not flesh and bones,

as you see Me to have," Then He showed them the

marks of His wounds, His feet and hands that had

been nailed to the cross, and His side that had been

pierced with a lance. But while they scarcely dared to

believe the evidence of their eyes, and wondered in

their joy, our Lord put them at their ease and calmed

their fears by asking them for food. They gave Him
a piece of broiled fish and a honeycomb, and before

their eyes He ate it. This He did to show them that

He was not a mere spirit but that He had a living body.

It was not that He needed food. In His glorified

body He was above all human needs. He now ex-

plained to them that all things written in the Scripture

concerning Him had had to be fulfilled. Therefore He
had suffered and had risen again from the dead on the

third day.

Then He gave them the solemn command which
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made them His messengers to the world: "As the

Father hath sent Me, I also send you." Thus to the

Church that He had founded He gave the same

authority that He Himself had received from the

Father. Then He breathed on them—a sign that the

Holy Spirit was now about to dwell in them—and

said: " Receive ye the Holy Ghost; Whose sins you

shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins

you shall retain, they are retained." From now on-

wards they and those who were to succeed them in the

Church, were given, in His Name, power over the

souls of men to grant pardon for sin or to refuse it. In

these words Christ instituted the Sacrament of Penance,

Now Thomas, one of the Apostles, was not present

with the others when Jesus appeared to them. Later,

when they told Him they had seen the Lord, he refused

to believe them. He declared: " Except I shall see in

His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger

into the place of the nails and put my hand into His

side, I will not believe." In this state of doubt Thomas
was left for seven days.

On the eighth day the Apostles were met together

again and this time Thomas was with them. As before,

the doors were fast shut. Then suddenly in the midst

of the assembly Jesus appeared and said to them:
" Peace be to you." Then turning to Thomas, He
called to him, saying: "Put in thy finger hither,

and see My hands, and bring hither thy hand and put

it into My side; and be not faithless but believing."

From the Apostle who had been so full of doubt there

came then the fullest confession of faith yet made in
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the risen Lord. " My Lord and My God," he cried.

But Jesus said to him: " Because thou hast seen Me,
Thomas, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have

not seen, and have believed."

Seeing with his bodily eyes the risen Christ, Thomas
was convinced at last. How much more blessed are

they, said our Lord, who, without earthly sight, but

by the light of faith, believe the word of Him Who is

the Truth itself.

90. Jesus appears in Galilee

Matt. 28: 16-20; Mk. 16: 15-185 Jn. 21: 1-23;

1 Cor. 15: 6; Acts, 1: 3.

After His Resurrection, our Lord did not live with

the Apostles as in former days. He appeared amongst

them only at certain times.

The next scene is laid by the blue waters of the Lake

of Galilee, where, before His Passion, our Lord had

spent many days preaching to the people and per-

forming miracles of mercy and healing. This was the

third occasion on which He appeared to the Apostles.

They had returned home and Peter's house at Caphar-

naum may have become the centre round which the

others gathered. They knew, from what Christ had

already said, that they would see Him in Galilee. So

there they waited till He should appear and give them

the signal to begin His work. In the meantime they

went back to their old trade as fishermen of the

lake.
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On the shore seven of the Apostles were met to-

gether but the names of only five are given : Simon

Peter, Thomas, Nathanael and the two sons of Zebedee

—that is, James and John. Peter announced that he

was going out fishing, and the others offered to go with

him. It was evening time when they departed and they

remained out, as was usual, all night long. They
caught nothing, and when morning came they returned

home empty-handed.

Looking towards the shore, they saw a figure stand-

ing there. It was Jesus, but they did not know Him.
As the boat drew nearer He called to them and asked

them if they had anything to eat. Perhaps they thought

He was someone who wished to buy fish from them

when they landed. In their disappointment they

replied that they had. caught nothing. Then Jesus said

to them: " Cast the net on the right side of the ship

and you shall find," Still they failed to recognise Him;
but the stranger's advice might be worth following, so,

tired though they were, they cast down the net, So

great a quantity of fish wras now caught that they were

unable to haul the net out of the water. It wras then

that John—" the disciple whom Jesus loved "-

—

recognised Him, and said to Peter: " It is the Lord."

When Peter heard that it was the Lord, impulsive and

eager as ever he cast his coat around him and flung

himself into the lake to come to Jesus. The rest of the

disciples came in the ship, which was then about a

hundred yards from the shore, dragging the net laden

with fishes.

As soon as they were come to land, they saw a
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charcoal fire on the beach, on which fish was being

cooked, and beside it some bread. It seemed that a

morning meal had been got ready for them. Jesus

directed them to bring up some of the fish they had

caught, When Peter drew in the heavy net
y
which,

despite its weight, was not broken, he found it con-

tained one hundred and fifty-three large fishes.

Our Lord then invited them to come and dine. The
evangelist points out that, while they were eating, no

one asked Him who He was, for they all knew that

their host was none other than the risen Christ. He
distributed amongst them, in the same way He had

often done before, first the bread and then the fish.

When the simple meal was over, Jesus addressed Him-
self to Peter saying: " Simon, son of John, lovest thou

Me more than these ?" Peter would of course remember

how once before he had stoutly protested that, even

though the others would deny Christ, he would confess

his faith in Him, and how, in spite of this, shortly

afterwards he had thrice denied Him. In his answer

now he spoke humbly : Yea, Lord, Thou knowest

that I love Thee." Jesus replied:
<s
Feed my lambs

"

—that is, " Be the shepherd of my flock/* A second

time He asked Peter: " Simon, son of John, lovest

thou Me?" The answer was the same: " Yea, Lord
3

Thou knowest that I love Thee." Again Jesus said:

" Feed My lambs." A third time Jesus asked him:

! Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me?" The ques-

tion, three times repeated, grieved Peter, That he was

called on to express his love for his Master three times

was because he had three times denied Him. Deeply
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moved, he answered: " Lord, Thou knowest all

things. Thou knowest that I love Thee." For the last

time our Lord repeated: "Feed my sheep." In

speaking these words Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who
had laid down His life for His flock, gave into Peter's

charge the entire sheepfold, that is, the whole Christian

Church.

Our JLord had now made Peter's official position

clear, and given him supreme authority over the Church
of God on earth. On a previous occasion He had said

that He founded His Church on Peter, and that the

Gates of Hell would never prevail against it. He had

also given Peter the power of the Keys, a sign ofsupreme

authority. This symbol, as we know, still appears on

the coat of arms of the successor of St. Peter, the

present chief Shepherd of the flock, our Holy Father,

the Pope. Our Lord was shortly to ascend into heaven,

and so when giving this command and authority to

Peter, He appointed him to succeed Him as head of

the Church. Having done this, He said to Peter:

" Follow Me." The Apostle understood: in fulfilling

his task he would have to suffer, and in the end would

lay down his life as his Master had done. In these

prophetic words Christ revealed to him the manner in

which he was to die: " When thou wast young, thou

didst gird thyself and didst walk where thou wouldst.

But when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth

thy hands, and another shall gird thee and lead thee

whither thou wouldst not." After a long life during

which he ruled over the Church, first in Antioch and

then in Rome, St. Peter was crucified in Rome. The
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precise date of his martyrdom is not known, but a firm

tradition places it in the year a.d. 67.

Christ remained on earth forty days after His Resur-

rection, appearing to His disciples from time to time,

and speaking to them of the kingdom of God. But

the accounts of these appearances are brief. St. Paul

speaks of an occasion when our Lord was seen by

more than five hundred brethren at once. St. Matthew

relates how the Apostles assembled on a mountain

in Galilee where Christ had appointed to meet them

—the same mountain-side perhaps where He had

delivered His first sermon. When He appeared to

them they fell at His feet and adored Him. He then

gave them His final instructions and spoke the words

that were to give courage and comfort to His Church

to the end of time: " Going, therefore, teach ye all

nations; baptising them in the Name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching

them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-

manded you : and behold I am with you all days, even

to the consummation of the world.'

91. The Ascension
Mk. 16: 9-20; Lk. 24: 44-53; Acts, 1: 9-12.

The forty days during which our Lord remained on

earth after His Resurrection were at an end, and He
was about to ascend into Heaven. His last appearance

took place in Jerusalem. It was here the Apostles were

to await the signal to begin their mission. They were
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not to commence preaching the Gospel until the Holy-

Ghost had come upon them. " Stay you in the city,"

our Lord told them, " till you be endued with power

from on high."

When Jesus had spoken His parting words He led

His disciples from Jerusalem to Bethany, the little

town on the Mount of Olives they had come to know
so welL It was from Bethany that He had set out

across the Mount on His triumphal entry into Jerusa-

lem before His Passion. From the same hill He was

now about to ascend in glory to heaven. Lifting up

His hands He blessed His disciples. " And it came

to pass, whilst He blessed them, . . , He was raised up,

and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And
while they were beholding Him going up to heaven,

behold two men stood by them in white garments.

They said to the disciples: Ye men of Galilee, why
stand you looking up to heaven? This Jesus who is

taken up from you into heaven, shall so come as

you have seen Him going into heaven/
"

Then the disciples, adoring Him, returned to

Jerusalem with joyful hearts. " Going forth,' ' con-

cludes the Gospel of St. Mark, " they preached every-

where: the Lord working withal, and confirming the

word with signs that followed."



Appendix: The Temple

When we speak of the Temple at Jerusalem we mean

all the various buildings which stood in a huge en-

closure about a quarter of a mile long, together with

the courtyards around them and among them. Sur-

rounding the central building which was used only for

worship and which may be called the Sanctuary were

many other buildings—places for the priests and at-

tendants to live in, council chambers, offices, guard-

rooms and stores. All these buildings are included

under the name " Temple ".

The Sanctuary was small compared writh our bigger

churches of the present day, but it was lofty for its size.

At one of the smaller sides was a very tall doorway

about thirty feet high, but there was no door here-
only a very thick richly embroidered curtain. Behind

this, about half-way to the end of the building, was

another great curtain completely shutting off the

farther end. Inside this second curtain was the Holy of

Holies. No one was allowed to enter it except the High
Priest who went there once a year to pray for the

people. In ancient times the two stone slabs inscribed

with the Ten Commandments were kept in the Holy
of Holies in the wooden chest overlaid with gold called

the Ark of the Covenant, but they had been destroyed

when Jerusalem was taken in 587 B.C. and now the

Holy of Holies was empty.

The space between the entrance and the inner cur-

tain was called The Holy Place. Priests entered here

every day to burn incense at a small altar covered with

gold. The front of the Sanctuary above the great door
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was higher than the rest of the building and it was

entirely covered with thin plates of gold.

In front of this doorway stood the huge altar for

burnt offerings where a public sacrifice was offered

every morning and evening. Sacrifices were the chief

mode of worship at the Temple. Devout Jews stood

in the open courtyard while the sacrifice was going on.

There were no seats and kneeling was not a Jewish

practice.

The Sanctuary and the altar stood in a courtyard

completely surrounded by buildings. From this court-

yard a number of arched passages led out to another

courtyard a quarter of a mile long and three hundred

yards wide. Around the four sides of this enormous

enclosure ran a colonnade, that is, a broad and lofty

walk roofed over but open on the inner side. Rabbis

generally held their classes under these colonnades

where there wras shelter from the hot sun.

It was in this outer courtyard that the buying and

selling of animals for sacrifice took place. Pagans were

allowed to enter here but were forbidden under pain

of death to pass a barrier just outside the archways

leading to the inner courtyard.

Herod's Temple must be ranked amongst the great

religious buildings of the world. The most striking

thing about it was its vastness and the massiveness and

solidity of the great stones of which it was built. For

the Jew, wherever he was, the Temple wTas the most

sacred building in the world. The Greeks and Romans

had countless temples scattered over many countries

but the Jew had only one supreme place of worship—

the Temple at Jerusalem.
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